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Fresh produce train rolls into Rotterdam 

Keywords: Fresh Food Corridors, EU project, EUROFRUIT, ports of Venice and Marseille-Fos 

Two-day service from Slovenia to northern Europe has apparently 

trimmed Israeli exports' journey time by six days 

The first rail service to carry fresh produce in reefer containers 

from the south of Europe to the north of the continent has 

reportedly made the journey in 48 hours, trimming the 

alternative seafreight journey by several days. 

The new service ran for the first time from the port of Koper in 

Slovenia to Rotterdam in the Netherlands as a trial on Saturday 5 March. 

It delivered oranges, mandarins, grapefruit and potatoes from Israel to receivers in the Rotterdam port area, 

before the produce was then forwarded on to clients elsewhere in northern Europe. 

EUROFRUIT understands that exporters in Israel and Egypt would usually factor in a journey time of around 

eight days when shipping their produce to Rotterdam by sea. 

The so-called block train or unit train is said to be the first of its kind, loaded solely with reefer containers, to 

take fresh fruit and vegetables from the south of Europe to a destination in the north of the continent. 

“It was the first trial to check all factors from origin country to final destination, including containers with gen 

sets on the train,” explained Milena Jerman of port handling services group Luka Koper. 

The train forms part of an EU project called Fresh Food Corridors (FFC), which Koper’s port officials see 

dovetailing well with their ‘motorways of the sea’ concept to attract exporters in the Middle East, North Africa 

and countries further east, and connect them with key European markets. 

Getting a rail service of this kind up and running has apparently not been easy. 

Attracting sufficient cargo volumes and keeping transport costs down to a sustainable level have been 

significant challenges, as is finding the right technical solutions to guarantee adequate temperature conditions 

for the goods in transit. 

In the coming months, the train’s operators will focus on shortening the transit time and filling its containers 

on return journeys, before making a final decision on the service’s viability. 

As part of the FFC project, similar trial trains are expected to start running via the ports of Venice and 

Marseille-Fos. 

Source: Euro Fruit 

Link: http://bit.ly/21pS8Vk 
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Motorway of the Sea 

Keywords: MEPs, Motorways of the Sea, European Parliament 

Im Juni 2016 wird der Plan zur 

Umsetzung der 'Meeresautobahn' 

(Motorway of the Sea) offiziell 

vorgestellt. Als Präsidentin der 

maritimen Arbeitsgruppe im 

Europäischen Parlament war es mir eine 

Freude, am 17. Februar den ehemaligen 

Vorsitzenden des Verkehrsausschusses 

im EP, Brian Simpson, zu einem ersten 

Austausch zu begrüßen. Er ist nämlich 

nun für den Motoway of the Sea 

verantwortlich. 

Neben einem Ausblick über die 

Vorgehensweise in den kommenden 

Monaten bot sich auch die Gelegenheit eines Austauschs aller interessierten Beteiligten. Zur Entlastung von 

Straßen und Schienenwegen wird der Güterverkehr auf einen hochfrequentierten Meereskorridor verlagert. 

Eine enorm wichtige Initiative angesichts des Zuwachses des Güterverkehrs! 

Source: Gesine Meissner 

Link: http://bit.ly/1U9ZFbI 
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Shipping making steady progress towards sustainability 
 

Keywords: Sustainable Shipping Initiative, shipping’s sustainability, ship recycling, shipping industry, 

International Maritime Organisation (IMO)  

 

The Sustainable Shipping Initiative – a 

coalition of companies from across the global 

shipping industry – has released its 2015 

progress report, highlighting the positive 

developments that are being made to drive 

shipping’s sustainability, as well as significant 

challenges that lie ahead. 

The report highlights developments in the 

SSI’s key work streams, where members 

have worked collectively across the core 

areas that form the initiative. 

These are the development and use of clean 

technologies and how to make efficient 

vessels more profitable via the SSI’s Save As You Sail financial concept; encouraging debate with stakeholders 

to address the challenges of responsible ship recycling; improving communication on the future of shipping; 

conducting research and analysing attitudes to life at sea and the development of a roadmap – to be launched 

in 2016 – that charts key milestones and areas to be addressed. 

“Our second progress report shows the real developments that the SSI and its members are making, and the 

positive work that is being conducted among members and with many stakeholders in the shipping industry,” 

said Alastair Fischbacher, CEO of the SSI. 

“The progress report demonstrates the real value of being a member of SSI. It highlights the sense of purpose 

and pride that comes from our members in positively contributing to our cause, by working on the front line, 

investing time, knowledge and expertise to pioneer new initiatives and progressive ways of thinking in order 

to create a more sustainable and profitable shipping industry,” he added. 

 

While positive developments have been made, the report acknowledges the significant challenges that lie 

ahead. Specifically, the requirement for a strong regulatory framework designed and implemented by the 

International Maritime Organisation (IMO) that supports the reduction of CO2 emissions, and delivery of the 

UNFCCC’s target of less than two degrees warming, as agreed at the recent COP 21 meeting.  

It also shows the need for continued improvements in energy efficiency standards, as well as a need for 

change in relation to ocean governance and the sustainable and equitable use of ocean resources. 

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
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Alastair Fischbacher concluded: “There is no room for complacency, and we must be under no illusion of the 

significant challenges that lie ahead. But we have shown that when organisations within the industry come 

together to make a difference and drive more sustainable behaviours, great things can be achieved.” 

 

Source: Green Port 

Link: http://bit.ly/1oOIvnr 
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EBRD President urges investors to boost Western Balkans’ 

economic potential 

Keywords: Zorana Mihajlovic - Serbia's Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Construction, Transport and 

Infrastructure, Western Balkans Investment Fair, European Bank for Reconstruction and Development, Trans-

European Transport Network, Violeta Bulc - European Commissioner for Transport, sustainable regional energy 

model 

Prime Ministers discuss regional prospects at second EBRD Western Balkans Investment Summit 

EBRD President Sir Suma Chakrabarti said yesterday the EBRD would continue to work to improve the 

investment climate in the Western Balkans and urged investors from the whole world to join the Bank in 

helping the region achieve its potential. 

 

He was speaking at the EBRD’s second Western Balkans summit at EBRD headquarters, where Prime Ministers 

from the region joined entrepreneurs and other investors to discuss business opportunities in seven 

countries. 

 

The EBRD had led the way on investment in the Western Balkans and was determined to continue – and to 

help create the climate and conditions whereby we and others can commit still more, Sir Suma said in a 

speech. 

 

“Today’s forum is another opportunity for us, together, to showcase the region’s many strengths – and to 

invite investors the world over to join us in realising its potential,” he added. 

 

The meeting focussed especially the development of transport links, the potential for renewable energy and 

the privatisation agenda in the region which comprises Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, FYR Macedonia, 

Montenegro and Serbia as well as Croatia. 

 

The opening session by the Prime Ministers was followed by panel discussions which brought together policy 

makers, experts and investors. 

 

The panel "Extending the Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-T) and regional connectivity" chaired by 

EBRD Managing Director for Infrastructure Thomas Maier discussed how transport links across the Balkans 

could enable growth and prosperity as well as peace and regional stability. Participants emphasised the need 

to involve the private sector in financing ambitious infrastructure projects, remove regulatory barriers to 

connectivity and liberalise the business climate in the Balkans. 

Energy links, proposed interconnections, current obstacles to deeper energy market integration and sustainable 

energy goals as well as the potential for renewable sources for energy, especially hydro power generation, 

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
http://www.onthemosway.eu/
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were discussed in the panel "Renewable energy and grid modernisation for a sustainable regional energy 

model" moderated by the EBRD's Managing Director for Energy and Natural Resources, Riccardo Puliti. 

 

The closing session on ”The Privatisation Agenda” was chaired by Holger Muent, the EBRD Director for the 

Western Balkans. Experts looked at the steps needed to prepare the route to successful privatisation with 

Serbian Finance Minister Dusan Vujovic drawing on experiences and lessons from his own country. The 

debate quickly broadened out to a discussion about strengthening economic links to the wider region 

including the EU. 

 

There was a focus on the development of skills. Emil Tedeschi, CEO of Croatia’s Atlantic Grupa concern, said 

cultural changes were needed. He called for a paradigm shift that placed a greater emphasis on job creation 

rather than job preservation. 

 

Sir Suma opened the conference together with UK Minister of State for Trade and Investment Lord Maude of 

Horsham. The EBRD President said: “Regional cooperation is now a reality and this is testimony to the newly 

achieved maturity and stability of the region. Intensifying regional cooperation is one of the greatest 

achievements of the Western Balkans, a demonstration of the new vision of its political leaders.” 

 

In the spirit of deepening and intensifying cooperation in the region the EBRD-backed SEE Link, an innovative 

regional platform for trading securities listed on the Bulgarian, Croatian and Macedonian stock exchanges, was 

launched during the Summit. 

 

The Serbian and Slovenian bourses confirmed their intention to join the initiative during the conference in 

London, boosting regional integration of capital markets. 

 

The Summit aims to highlight investment and business opportunities in the region and promote the inflow of 

foreign direct investment and cross-border projects. Participants included government officials, policy-

makers, experts as well as leading domestic and international business representatives. 

 

The event has proved very popular with the public and is being attended by more than 300 guests. The first 

Western Balkans summit was held two years ago in February 2014. 

The EBRD is one of the largest investors in the Western Balkans and last year alone the Bank invested around 

€1 billion in various projects from energy efficiency to infrastructure and from support for financial 

institutions to agribusiness. 

Source: Balkans 

Link: http://bit.ly/1WiXZdZ 
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Representativeness of the European social partner 

organisations: Ports sector - Executive summary 

Keywords: Eurofound, ports sector in the EU28, the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, ports 

industry  

This study aims to provide the necessary information to encourage sectoral 

social dialogue in the ports sector in the EU28. The goal of Eurofound’s series 

of representativeness studies, carried out at the request of the European 

Commission, is to identify the representative social partner organisations to 

be consulted under the provisions of the Treaty on the Functioning of the 

European Union (TFEU). Hence, the study identifies the relevant national 

social partner organisations in the ports industry by means of both a top-

down approach (listing the members of the relevant European associations) 

and a bottom-up approach through Eurofound’s network of 

European correspondents. Read more in the report - see Related content. 

 

Source: Euro found 

Link: http://bit.ly/22dBOcH 
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No going back now on new container weighing regulations, 

says IMO 

Keywords: IMO, SOLAS, Bigger Ships, Greater Challenges conference, VGM, container, regulation, the Global 

Shippers Forum 

The IMO’s senior deputy director for marine 

technology and cargoes, maritime safety 

division, Joseph Westwood-Booth, told a 

packed audience at the ICHCA conference in 

Barcelona yesterday he wanted to make it 

“perfectly clear” that there would be “no 

delays” to the SOLAS amendment on VGM 

(verified gross mass) determination for 

containers. 

With less than 120 days to go before 

mandatory container weighing verification 

before shipment comes into force in 170 

countries, the issue was the subject of 

considerable debate on the second day of ICHCA’s Bigger Ships, Greater Challenges conference. 

Mr Westwood-Booth said it was a regulation that had been requested by the industry after a catalogue of 

incidents and casualties, and had been prompted directly or indirectly by the unregulated manner in which 

container weights had hitherto been declared. 

Furthermore, he said, not one of the 170 countries that had signed up to the regulation had requested 

exemption. 

A succession of industry speakers urged stakeholders to review their system readiness for providing VGM 

ahead of the 1 July deadline, and it was noted that, in practice, the effective date could be several weeks 

earlier depending on the status of a container in the supply chain. 

For example, a container delivered to a terminal several weeks before shipment on or after 1 July, will need a 

VGA. But so will a container scheduled for shipment before that date if the sailing is delayed past 1 July. 

Captain Richard Brough, technical advisor for ICHCA, said shippers needed to discuss their chosen method of 

VGM with their carriers to ensure they were compliant with the shipping line’s cut off for providing stowage 

information for vessels. 

A round table industry panel agreed that shippers would need a raft of options to assist them with the new 

regulations. These include a number of innovative products for weighing the container at shippers’ premises, 

to the ‘last resort’ of a weighing facility at the port of departure. 

Although initially reluctant, port operators facing the prospect of turning away large numbers of non-

compliant containers on 1 July, are starting to announce facilities that will enable VGM to be determined at 

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
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the export terminal. The UK’s two biggest container ports, Felixstowe and Southampton, have said they will 

offer weighing facilities, although the details are yet to be announced. 

One difficulty of charging for container weighing at ports is that, in general terms, container terminals do not 

have contracts with shippers, only with container lines, and would not relish the prospect of the extra 

administration involved. 

Chris Welsh, secretary general of the Global Shippers Forum, agreed that, at least in the early stages of the 

new regulations, “shippers will probably want to use the full range of weighing options” on offer to them to 

assist them to comply and ensure there is no delay to shipment. 

He accepted that the SOLAS regulation amendment was “going to take some bedding down”, but said it was 

important to avoid scaremongering, believing that the “industry would overcome the introduction of 

mandatory weighing”. 

Capt Brough said he expected a “soft landing” for the new regulations on 1 July, with the relevant national 

authorities taking a pragmatic approach to contraventions in the early weeks. 

Meanwhile, Peregrine Storrs-Fox, risk management director at the TT Club, said the new weighing regulations 

were an important first step in tightening up the lax inherent practices of the 60-year-old container industry, 

particularly relating to the stowage and misdeclaration of cargo. 

Source: The Load Star 

Link: http://bit.ly/1po8i6j 
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European Parliament Votes on EU Port Regulations 

Keywords: EU port Regulation, Transport (TRAN) Committee, organisation of ports, Treaty of the European 

Union, ECSA, efficiency of short sea shipping 

From March 9, 2016, members of the European 

Parliament will be voting on EU port Regulation 

and on rapporteur Knut Fleckenstein’s report, 

which was previously adopted by the Transport 

(TRAN) Committee. 

The adopted TRAN text was intended to address 

an ongoing request from port users to ensure that 

the freedom to provide services also applies to 

ports. 

Ship-owners are have stated how they are puzzled 

as the chapter on the ‘organisation of ports’ 

remains an empty box, with some of the most essential port services having been excluded. 

On the whole, European ship-owners are said to be disappointed as this was one of the significant factors of 

the Treaty of the European Union. 

Patrick Verhoeven, Secretary General of European Community Shipowners Association (ECSA), said: "I can only 

emphasise what we have been stating for many years: ship-owners still face restrictive practices and legal 

obstacles in many port service markets. 

“This has repercussions on various elements such as viability and efficiency of short sea shipping, whilst the 

initial proposal of the Commission lacked in ambition, the text has now been weakened further and is even 

introducing additional restrictions." 

The proposal also covers financial transparency and foresees mechanisms for consultation of users and 

stakeholders. 

Patrick Verhoeven concluded: “Despite the fact that these elements are certainly a step in the right direction, 

the text that is on the table for the vote tomorrow remains unsatisfactory and leaves a lot to be desired. 

“We therefore urge co-legislators to heed our call and improve it after the vote and during the upcoming 

trilogue negotiations.” 

Source: Port Technology 

Link: http://bit.ly/21pRWWb 
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Call to Conference – ESPO 2016 Dublin 

Keywords: ESPO, efficiency of maritime transport and ports, 2016 ESPO Conference, gateways and nodes, 

European ports, climate change policies, digitalization 

The European Sea Ports Organisation (ESPO) 

is to hold its annual conference in Dublin for 

the first time. 

EPSO is inviting its members, policy makers 

and stakeholders to join the 13th edition of 

its annual conference 

The conference (2-3 June) is being 

organised in co-operation with the Port of 

Dublin, Ireland’s premier port. Participants 

can register online. 

The 2016 ESPO Conference will look into 

ways to improve the efficiency of maritime 

transport and ports, this from different 

angles: How to remove the remaining barriers in maritime transport and how to come to a real internal market 

for maritime transport? How to set the digital agenda for ports? Big data: what is in for European ports? How 

can ports benefit from new trade agreements? Are there potential game stoppers? 

For decades now, the port and shipping industry have been calling for a “true” internal market for maritime 

transport, but which steps are needed? What is already there? Who or what are the real barriers? Since 

maritime policy is at the top of the 2017 Commission agenda, the ESPO conference aims at preparing the 

ground for this important year for the maritime and port sector and feeding further discussions. 

If lifting the barriers of the internal market for maritime transport is essential to enhance the role of maritime 

transport and convert European ports into seamless gateways and nodes in the supply chain, it is not enough in 

itself. 

 

Growing trade volumes and climate change policies will oblige ports and the whole logistic chain to make 

better use of the existing capacity in transport. The first way to address this challenge is digitalisation. Is there 

a digital agenda for ports? Is there a role for policy? The second way to optimise transport and port 

operations is to explore the world of “big data”. Information is power. 

 

But how to use large quantities of data for the port’s benefit? Are we ready to open up the flow of data? How 

to protect against risks of cybercrime? 

Moreover, the conference will investigate how TTIP, the trade agreement under negotiation with the US, 

could possibly benefit ports, on both sides of the Atlantic. At the eve of the British referendum an insight will 

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
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also be provided on the possible impact of a “Brexit” for UK and European ports. Finally, the conference will 

zoom in on China’s “one belt, one road” concept and assess how this could affect the EU port industry. 

As always the conference will close with a policy debate where EU High level policy makers will present their 

views on the issues discussed during the Conference and enter into a final debate with port authorities. 

The conference is taking place on the premises of the Dublin Castle and always, the ESPO conference will 

combine high-level debates with networking moments and dinners. 

Source: Afloat 

Link: http://bit.ly/1TYrmon 
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Focus on Maritime Safety conference 

Keywords: Maritime Safety Conference, IASST, Maritime Safety Training Centre in Finland, Baltic Sea MIRG 

The Centre for Maritime Studies of the University of Turku in Finland has 

organised the Focus on Maritime Safety conference. 

It is in co-operation with the International Association for Safety and 

Survival Training IASST and Meriturva, Maritime Safety Training Centre 

in Finland. 

The programme will take place on 25 April 2016 at the Scandic Marina 

Congress Centre in Helsinki. 

Safety experts will discuss fire on board cases, the Baltic Sea MIRG 

project and safety issues surrounding ice breaking and offshore 

operations. 

Attendees need to register by 11 April and the conference fee will be 

€490. 

 

Source: Maritime Journal 

Link: http://bit.ly/1YNUspv 

http://bit.ly/1po8an2 
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Will the Baltic region get a piece of the CEF? 

Keywords: European Commission, Innovation and Networks Executive Agency, Connecting Europe Facility, 

sustainable transport modes, Motorways of the Sea Programme, Baltic Ports, port infrastructure, LNG and 

scrubber installations, Violeta Bulc 

On February 16th, 2016, the European Commission and the Innovation and Networks Executive Agency (INEA) 

sounded the bell ending the second round of calls for proposals of the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF), which 

attracted 427 projects worth €EUR 12.96 bn in requested EU funding. 

The total available budget is €EUR 7.56 bn, meaning that not every proposal will make the final cut. The 

evaluation process, conducted with the assistance of external experts, begins in March and is expected to run 

its course by the end of July. 

Two calls were launched – under the CEF-Transport-2015-Cohesion envelope – encompassing 140 proposals 

with a total value of €EUR 9.79 bn. The Cohesion Call includes key infrastructure projects in sustainable 

transport modes, which are among the proposals most sought after by the European Commission and is 

reserved for 15 Member States eligible for the Cohesion Fund, including Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania and Poland. 

The CEF-Transport-2015-General envelope – encompasses 287 proposals with a total value of €EUR 3.17 bn. 

This bodes well for a number of project proposals from the Baltic region, among them proposals from Baltic 

ports, linked to the Motorways of the Sea programme, featuring projects focusing on port infrastructure, LNG 

and scrubber installations. 

The EU Commisioner for Transport Violeta Bulc said - I am glad that so many project promoters are eager to 

invest in efficient, intelligent and sustainable transportation. The Connecting Europe Facility may be the 

largest funding instrument ever dedicated to transport by the EU (…).” 

It remains to be seen, how many projects from the Baltic ports will benefit from the available funding. 

Cohesion countries very often have priority over rail or road projects and ports from these countries have 

limited possibilities to apply for grants (up to 85 % of co-financing rate). This may limit the number of 

proposals within the Motorways of the Sea programme, where there must be at least two ports located in 

different EU countries. Many of these ports are from cohesion countries. 

Bogdan Ołdakowski, BPO Secretary General said - „We are crossing our fingers for Baltic ports. A part of the 

challenge for ports from cohesion countries, also comprehensive ports, is that they have a limited possibility 

to apply for CEF funds, which is a serious problem for substantial parts of the Baltic ports. We will raise this 

issue in a discussion with the European Commission.” 

Source: Port News 

Link: http://bit.ly/1TYrfct 
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Port of the Month: Bilbao (Spain) 

Keywords: ESPO, Port of Bilbao, Short Sea Shipping, Port Authority of Bilbao, LNG, TEN-T, Motorways of the 

Sea, environmental improvement  

 

This month, we take you to the Port of Bilbao. It’s a port with more than 700 

years of history that has now grown into one of the most important logistics 

centres on the Atlantic route for European market access. Recently, the Port 

of Bilbao also came into the news as the ‘Port of Refuge’ for the cargo ship 

‘Modern Express’ that came into trouble before the coast. Enjoy this trip to 

Spain! 

 

ESPO: Can you briefly tell us about the Port of Bilbao? What are its main 

characteristics and challenges? 

 

Port of Bilbao: Bilbao is the gateway to the European Atlantic Ocean and the leading port in the region when it 

comes to trade with the United Kingdom. We are specialised in Short Sea Shipping while at the same time we 

preserve our transoceanic vocation, we work to optimise our connectivity with the American Continent and in 

parallel we are developing the Atlantic Corridor where we are one of the main logistics actors. The Port 

Authority of Bilbao has taken noteworthy steps to reinforce its presence in dry ports and logistics zones. The 

latest incorporations have been Pancorbo, which already has railway access, and Arasur, which shortly will 

have railway access. These developments will facilitate intermodal transport. 

 

In 2016, we will take steps towards the building of the Central Piers, which will be the culmination of the 

exploitation of the basin created in 

1998. In this way, our contribution to 

the region’s economy and employment 

will continue. The same applies to our 

commitment to cruise vessel traffic. 

Finally, we are making efforts in the 

fields of environment and prevention in 

order to become a leader port and we 

are also committed to establishing 

closer bonds with the society 

surrounding us. 

 

ESPO: Recently, a cargo ship named 

‘Modern Express’ ran into difficulties near the French coast. The ship was granted place of refuge at the Port 

of Bilbao. How did the port deal with this situation? How did the port cooperate with the authorities? 

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
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Port of Bilbao: It was a great challenge for our port and our experts dealing with emergencies because of the 

difficult conditions of the vessel when arriving in Bilbao. At the end, the complicated manoeuvres for entrance 

and the mooring of the vessel were successfully completed. In ten days, the vessel was put in even keels and 

it was ready for repairs. It was a successful exercise of cooperation between port authority, marine 

authorities, salvage companies, tug companies, pilots and mooring companies. We feel proud of the team of 

experts who were able to solve the situation with all the guarantees for our port and the environment. 

 

ESPO: The Port of Bilbao also functions as a passenger port, conducting both cruise and ferry operations. How 

is this business evolving? What are the main challenges? 

 

Port of Bilbao: The cruise business is a growing business in our port. The coming into service of the Port of 

Bilbao’s third cruise berth coincided with the achievement of a new record both in the number of calls (the 

arrival of 58 cruise vessels) and the number of tourists on board (80,161 passengers) 

The third cruise vessel berth, inaugurated in May 2015, will be completed with the construction of its 

maritime station which started at the beginning of this year. 

Regarding ferry operations, we have three weekly ferry calls by Brittany Ferries, which operates on the Port of 

Bilbao-Portsmouth route. The ferry, which also carries trucks with and without drivers, takes an average of 24 

hours to complete the voyage, which enables truckers to respect compulsory rest periods and passengers to 

enjoy the comforts of a cruise, without worrying about their vehicles. In 2015 we had 121 ferry calls and 

moved 94.981 passengers. 

 

ESPO: What are the main investment projects in the Port of Bilbao for the upcoming years? 

 

Port of Bilbao: The main investment project will be the construction of the central pier with an estimated 

budget of 200Million euro. It will be carried out in two phases: 

 

1.Phase I of the Central Quay (2015 – 2020) – Quays A5&A6 (1358 m quay length) and the development of an 

additional 300.000 m² port operations area (general cargo). 

 

2.Phase II of the Central Quay (2020-2024) – Quay A4 (665 m quay length) and the development of an 

additional 300.000 m² port operations 

area (containerised cargo). 

 

Another important construction project is 

the extension of the Punta Sollana 

breakwater-dock. This complex work, 

which started in 2012 and finished in June 
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2016, will extend the present breakwater by up to 680 meters and will boost solid and liquid traffic. It has 

required 41.2 million euro investment and is EU co-financed. 

Regarding the enhancement of intermodal connections, there are two actions: the first one is the port-rail 

logistics terminal (TELOF) Pancorbo and the second one the rail connection and service tracks to Arasur, which 

is a dry port situated in Alava. The budget for both projects accounts up to 20 million euro. 

In the private sector, Bahía de Bizkaia Gas (BBG) has completed the building and bringing into operation of 

their third liquefied natural gas (LNG) tank, which now offers a total storage capacity of 450,000 m³. Compañía 

Logística de Hidrocarburos (CLH) has started the works on 28,300m² of land which the company will occupy on 

the Port of Bilbao’s Punta Sollana Dock and where their new petroleum products terminal will be installed. 

Eight new tanks with a 123,000 cubic-meters total capacity will be built in the first stage, while in the second, 

three further tanks with an extra 114,000 cubic-meter capacity will be set in place. 

 

ESPO: How would you describe the added value of your port to the city and the region? 

Port of Bilbao: The Port of Bilbao is one of the main economic drivers for people from the Biscay region. The 

transport of goods through the port contributes almost 500 million euros to the Gross Domestic Product of 

the Autonomous Basque Community and provides employment to 10,000 people. Income for the Basque 

Treasury through VAT, company and income tax adds up to more than 60 million euros. 

 

Even more, the economic impact of the port reaches the neighbouring communities of Cantabria, Castile-

Leon, Rioja and Navarre, the South of France and Madrid, whose logistics infrastructures and transport systems 

work intensely with the Port of Bilbao. The spectacular development in cruise traffic is the Port of Bilbao’s 

latest contribution to the economy and well-being of its surroundings. It is making decisive contribution to the 

development of tourism, a new industry with a great trajectory in the Atlantic Arc. More than 90% of cruiser-

generated income corresponds to service industries. 

 

ESPO: Bilbao is a core port of the Atlantic Corridor in the Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-T). What has 

been the impact of being a TEN-T core port? Was the port involved in any TEN-T projects? 

 

Port of Bilbao: Yes, definitely. Since 2012, we have been involved in different projects under the TEN-T 

umbrella. First, the “Iberian-UK Intermodal Corridor”, a Motorway of the Sea project for developing rail 

connection infrastructure for the dry port in Pancorbo and the integration between the Port Community 

System of Tilbury and the “e-puertobilbao” telematics platform of the Port of Bilbao for hinterland/foreland 

track/trace services (the so-called Intermodal corridor Community System). 

 

Second, the efficient operations and environmental performance improvement of the Port of Bilbao, which 

involves different activities: the lengthening of the Punta Sollana Breakwater from 350 m to 680 m; the depth 

increase & reinforcement of the Axpe Docks from 2 m to 7 m and the reconstruction of a Ro–Ro ramp, to 

increase the ramp´s capacity from 125t to 250t, improving its design to reduce vessel turnaround time by 
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15%. 

Third, the development of the Central Pier in its first phase with a budget of 125 million euro.  

(Future Proofing Bilbao, 20% co-financed). 

 

The three abovementioned projects were led by the port or included an important participation of the port. 

Apart from those, we have participated in Business to Motorways of the Sea led by Valenciaport foundation 

(B2MOS) and we have just started a MOS project led by Finnlines, the Biskay Line project. 

 

ESPO: ESPO’s next annual conference will look into ways of making the logistic chain more efficient. What is 

Bilbao doing to optimise the logistic chain? What are the barriers? 

 

Port of Bilbao: The “e-puertobilbao” telematics platform is Bilbao Port Authority’s (APB) pledge to improve 

document interchange and communications with companies in the port community in such a way that its 

services offer the maximum competitive positioning possible for the companies participating in the Bilbao 

port-maritime business. 

 

The “e-puertobilbao” initiative is a project headed by the port, whose development guidelines are marked by 

the Port Community companies. “E-puertobilbao” was born with a vocation to become the platform of 

reference for providing electronic commerce services within the whole user community of the Port of Bilbao. 

In order to achieve this, the Port Authority reached an agreement with all the parties involved, so as to 

constitute and gain the loyalty of the 

different agents that make up the port 

sector in a virtual community. 

Its fundamental goal is to achieve 

greater speed and efficiency in the 

passage of vessels and goods through 

the port, in such a way that companies 

and the port as a whole will be more 

competitive. 

At present, the platform is offering 

services to all companies involved in the 

overall logistic chain, focusing especially 

on connecting port hinterland and 

foreland in order to provide added value 

services to the new concept of 

intermodal community corridor. 

 

ESPO: What are the Port of Bilbao’s environmental priorities? 
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Port of Bilbao: One of the initiatives covered by the Port strategic Plan 2013-2017 was to become a reference 

in environmental management. Since then, apart from maintaining the ISO 14001 certification, the port has 

obtained EMAS Certification that accredits its inscription in the Eco-management and Audit Scheme Register. 

This certification is another step in the entity’s commitment to social responsibility, which is aimed at the 

public company’s external responsibilities to coincide with citizens’ rights. Apart from that, we carry out the 

following actions: 

 

-Measures to guarantee water quality, among which there is an ambitious land-sea waste collection project. 

-Air quality control by setting up a network of control points with different parameters. 

-Updating the “Noise Map”, in order to know the situation and make it available to local councils and the 

Territorial council of Biscay. 

 

-Methods aimed at improving energy efficiency and reducing the consumption of natural resources, such as 

carrying out an energy audit and acquiring thirteen hybrid vehicles combining electric and petrol engines, 

seven vehicles using LPG, and a rapid intervention vehicle powered by both gas and petrol 

-Signing “good practices” agreements with the port terminals to encourage investment in environmental 

improvement. 

ESPO: ESPO is a partner of PORTOPIA, an FP7 project that aims to measure port performance. What is Bilbao’s 

approach for measuring the port’s performance? 

 

Port of Bilbao: We have a Balanced Scorecard as a management tool that defines clear baselines and targets 

for programme and management outputs. In that sense, every year we define objectives derived from the 

strategic guidelines. In conjunction, we have defined a series of performance indicators in order to measure 

the efficiency of the objectives defined. This has evolved in a continuous improvement process since 2009. 

Source: Hellenic Shipping News 

Link: http://bit.ly/1pF9GB9 
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DG Move outlines ERTMS objectives 

Keywords: DG Move, ERTMS, Technical Standard for Interoperability, TEN-T  

IRJ at UIC ERTMS World Conference Brussels. Ms Amelia Areias, policy 

officer, single European area, with the EC's Directorate General for 

Mobility and Transport (DG Move), told delegates there are four key 

principles for ERTMS. 

 

"Users should come first, not designers," she said. "We need 

standardised on-board units, there must be a focus on development, 

and a reduction in costs. 

"Stabilisation is very important to us," Areias continued. "We want to freeze the specification for Baseline 3 

for as long as possible." 

Areias explained that Baseline 2 is in the Technical Standard for Interoperability (TSI) because there is a strong 

commitment to protect existing investment in ERTMS. "We expect Baseline 3 to be used on new projects 

because it corrects the errors in Baseline 2," she said. 

"Facilitating deployment is mostly about funding," Areias said. "We can provide grants through our typical 

instruments such as the successor to TEN-T, the connecting Europe fund. But there is a huge over-subscription 

every year and we will only pay for interoperable projects." 

Areias said that there are many private investors who want to invest so there are opportunities for public-

private partnerships. 

"But," Areias warned, "if rail doesn't use the funds available the money will go to other sectors." 

Source: International Railway Jurnal 

Link: http://bit.ly/1WiXGji 
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Hungary secures EUR 500 million EIB credit facility for road 

modernisation 

Keywords: European Investment Bank, agreement with Hungary, bottle neck, TEN-T, public road network  

The European Investment Bank (EIB) has signed a 500 million euro credit facility agreement with Hungary. The 

funds are to be spent on the modernisation of the country’s road network over the next five years.  

 

The EIB is to lend EUR 140 million to Hungary - the first tranche of the approved EUR 0.5 billion loan - to 

finance modernisation of priority sections of Hungary’s road network in line with the Hungarian Government’s 

National Transport Infrastructure Development Strategy, the bank said in a statement on Monday.  

 

"The EIB loan will support, together with the contribution from Hungary’s resources, investments in 

modernising the road network totalling an estimated EUR 1.2 billion," commented László Baranyay, EIB Vice-

President responsible for lending in Central Europe.  

 

The EIB funds will support sub-projects ranging from the construction of new roads to the rehabilitation of 

existing roads and so help to remove regional bottlenecks, thereby improving links with the strategic, mostly 

trans-European transport corridors and upgrading the existing road network.  

 

Economy Minister Mihály Varga said that as a result of the facility Hungary will be able to modernise those 

parts of its public road network at a faster pace that are not part of the Trans-European Transport Network 

(TEN-T) and that may be not supported from EU funds.  

Source: Portfolio 

Link: http://bit.ly/1nH8ITo 
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