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A chat with Brian Simpson – European Coordinator for 

Motorways of the Sea 
Keywords: Motorways of the Sea, EU Coordinator for MoS, Brian Simpson OBE, Baltic port industry, EU 

Commission, Environment; Integration of Maritime Transport in the Logistics Chain; Maritime Safety, Traffic 

Management, Human Element/Training 

We got in touch with Brian Simpson, European Coordinator for the 

Motorways of the Sea programme and one of the keynote speakers for the 

upcoming Baltic Ports Conference 2017 and talked about the future of MoS 

and its impact on the Baltic port industry. 

Mr. Brian Simpson, OBE 

The European Coordinator for Motorways of the Sea 

Baltic Ports Organization: Would you agree that the goals set by the 

European Commission within the Motorways of the Sea Programme have 

been accomplished? What conclusions can be drawn for the future? 

Brian Simpson: Motorways of the Sea (MoS) policy shall contribute towards the achievement of a European 

maritime transport space without barriers. MoS consist of short sea routes, ports, associated maritime 

infrastructure and equipment and facilities as well as simplified administrative formalities enabling short-sea 

shipping to operate between at least two EU ports. 

By definition the policy covers all core and comprehensive ports as defined by the TEN-T regulation and 

therefore the scope of intervention is wide and should not be discussed in the context of a completion or 

not. Motorways of the Sea policy is a process aimed to complete the Trans-European Transport Network by 

guaranteeing a fully functioning system for European Short Sea Shipping, connecting the maritime 

dimension to the European core network corridors, linking better with peripheral regions and help driving 

innovation in the maritime sector. 

My work programme for Motorways of the Sea makes an effort to limit the scope of the most important 

priorities. I have identified three key development pillars as MoS principal objectives: 

— Environment 

— Integration of Maritime Transport in the Logistics Chain 

— Safety, Traffic Management, Human Element/Training 

So far TEN-T and CEF invested on MoS policy, all together, €651 million from the EU budget. 

If I focused solely on the last two years editions of the Connecting Europe Facility, the European Commission 

distributed in forms of grants € 360 million, which contributed to 40 European projects in total and triggered 

EU wide investment of € 965 million. 

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
http://www.onthemosway.eu/
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Most of money was spent on projects related to environment, for instance investments in LNG propulsion, 

infrastructure, exhaust gas cleaning systems (to comply with SECA), pilot testing of electric vessels and 

installations of on shore supply systems. 

BPO: What kind of infrastructure should the ports concentrate on developing in order to support the 

implementation of the Motorways of the Sea Programme? 

BS: Many Baltic ports are already actively participating in the Motorways of the Sea programme. They make 

a quarter of the 329 TEN-T ports. Baltic ports are champion in maritime environmental policies, not least 

because the Baltic Sea is one of the two European Control Areas. 

MoS policy is supported by the Connecting Europe Facility budget. 

In line with the development priorities of my work program, through grants, we help the industry to: 

— Comply with air quality, emissions and SECA. 

— To further deploy alternative fuels. 

— Continue in looking into ways of lowering LNG storage and logistics costs. 

— Support, in the past, a number of projects financing scrubbers within SECA. 

— Tackle operational pollutions. 

— Co-finance the upgrade of maritime links. 

— Support information Communication Technologies. 

— Develop a fully-fledged concept of the Sea Traffic Management. 

BPO: How can the Motorways of the Sea Programme assist comprehensive ports in becoming more 

competitive? 

BS: The Motorways of the Sea policy with its strong focus on short sea routes, maritime links and 

infrastructures is instrumental in supporting the short sea shipping and ports in Europe with the objective to 

strengthen the internal market, contribute to transport modal shift and support links with peripheral regions 

in Europe and with neighbouring countries. 

MoS projects are open for comprehensive ports. The program strengthen the European maritime transport 

network through maritime links projects and reinforce the maritime sector as a whole through so called 

wider benefit projects. 

— A maritime link project has to involve at least two EU ports from two different Member States. The 

project should include a maritime operator and at least one core port. There should be a balance between 

the investments in ports and the investments on vessels. 

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
http://www.onthemosway.eu/
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— Wider benefits projects have to address the industry needs widely. For instance through a set of coherent 

investments in a group of ports for LNG filling stations or coherent set of investents in port reception 

facilities in a region (Baltic Sea region, for example). This type of project does not have to be linked to 

specific port categories; it can include only comprehensive ports. 

— Comprehensive ports may also participate in so called pilot actions, projects that introduce new and 

innovative concepts and technologies and in the pre-implementation phase and test them in real 

operational conditions. 

 Just retain the fragment about Mr Simpson being one of the keynote speakers at the BPC2017 in case you’d 

like to modify the intro a little bit. 

 

Source: Baltic Ports Organization 

Link: http://bit.ly/2gQ9rDM 
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MoS Corridor Forum: another opportunity to discuss on the 

priorities and future strategy of the Motorways of the Sea 
Keywords: European Coordinator for Motorways of the Sea (MoS), Mr Brian Simpson, MoS Projects, 

Environment; Integration of Maritime Transport in the Logistics Chain; Maritime Safety, Traffic Management, 

Human Element/Training  

The European Coordinator for Motorways of the Sea 

(MoS), Mr Brian Simpson, OBE, hosted, in Brussels, 

theMoS Corridor Forum meeting on 16thJune 2017. 

The Forum aimed at better defining the priorities and 

future strategy of the Motorways of the Sea as well 

as to showcase the most promising MoS projects that 

are currently being implemented. 

The participants represented industry, port 

authorities, ship owners and logistics associations, 

MoS project promoters as well as Member States. 

The event was the opportunity to discuss jointly how the MOS policy could better contribute to the 

development of short sea shipping in Europe as well as present the current draft version of 

the Coordinator’s second work program. This document is essential for defining future MoS objectives and 

it follows the three key priorities: 

• Environment; 

• Integration of Maritime Transport in the Logistics Chain; 

• Maritime Safety, Traffic Management, Human Element/Training. 

The Forum was divided into three parts: the first morning session included a set of presentations by 

the European Commission on current policy initiatives related to short sea shipping and on the outcome of 

consultations with regard to the second MoS work program. 

Mr. Brian Simpson OBE underlined the important role that MoS plays in the context of EU TEN-T policy, its 

contribution to environment, better use of greener modes of transport, modal shift, sea traffic 

management, safety and better accessibility to peripheral regions. 

Later during the day, we heard a number of presentations about ongoing MoS projects as well as listened to 

a “round table discussion”, collecting various views from associations and stakeholders who are actively 

involved in shipping and related policy activities. 

The following projects were presented - please download the presentations: 

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
http://www.onthemosway.eu/
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• Blue Baltic - LNG infrastructure facility deployment in the Baltic Sea Region. End date: June 2019. 

• ELEMED - ELectrification of the Eastern MEDiterranean area through the extensive use of Cold 

Ironing and the introduction of electricity as a propulsion alternative End date: March 2018 

• ADRI-UP - Adriatic MoS Upgraded Services End date: December 2020 

• Motorway of the Sea Nantes Saint Nazaire – Gijon End date: December 2018 

• ATLANTIS - Atlantic Interoperable Services End date: December 2016 

• PICASSO - Preventing incident and accident by safer ships on the oceans End date: June 2018 

The “round table discussion” was composed of the following participants: Jaroslav Kotowski, Senior Project 

Manager of INEA, Patrick Anvroin, Director Transport of CRPM, Magnus Sundstrom, Market Department of 

Swedish Maritime Administration, Federica Montaresi, Head of Studies and Special Projects of Eastern 

Ligurian Sea Port Authority, Matteo Catani, CEO of Grandi Navi Veloci and Tapani Voionmaa, Group General 

Counsel of Finnlines. 

The following points were highlighted in particular: 

• The role of alternative fuels (LNG, electricity) in developing a cleaner strategy for maritime sector 

and compliance with SECA, NECA. 

• A need to tweak MoS eligibility criteria to link the core network with outermost and peripheral 

region. 

• An important role of MoS for the upgrade of maritime links in short sea shipping. “The development 

of short sea shipping has to be reinforced in order to ensure its sustained contribution as part of 

environmental friendly, safe, and secure, competitive and effective motorways of the sea” – 

Finnlines representative. 

• A need to invest more in projects related to safety and security. 

• Potential offered by further development of the Sea Traffic Management project, currently 

implemented under the supervision of the Swedish Maritime Administration. 

• A need for a greater synergy between CEF and Horizon 2020. 

Please download the final agenda 

 

Source: On the MoS Way 

Link: http://bit.ly/2rJDtKq 
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MOTORWAYS OF THE SEA: the CPMR supports the policy and 

proposes options for the future 
Keywords: EU Coordinator for MoS, Brian Simpson OBE, Motorways of the Sea, CPMR, EU policy on maritime 

transport, Detailed Implementation Plan (DIP), Connecting Europe Facility (CEF), modal shift pillar, territorial 

pillar, TEN-T regulation 

The CPMR is an association of 150 maritime regions, and 

as such is paying close attention to developments in EU 

policy on maritime transport. This mode of transport is 

crucial for regional economies, citizens’ mobility and the 

accessibility of territories, especially island regions that are 

heavily dependent on sea trade and transport. 

To this effect, the CPMR has been very supportive of 

the Motorways of the Sea policy since its launch by 

the European Commission in 2001 and remains regularly in 

contact with the European Coordinator, Mr Brian Simpson. At a time when the Detailed Implementation 

Plan (DIP) is under review, and as the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) regulation post-2020 will soon enter 

under discussion, the CPMR makes a series of proposals designed to contribute towards the review of MoS 

priorities and how they are implemented. 

Two dimensions could be strengthened in the revised DIP: territorial approach and modal shift 

The revised DIP should introduce a territorial pillar to cover the ensuing objectives: balanced coverage of all 

sea basins, with a development strategy for MoS for each sea basin; specific consideration of the outermost 

regions, islands and the Arctic area; extension of the MoS to ports outside the EU. 

The CPMR also proposes to introduce a “modal shift pillar” based on a genuine instrument to support 

maritime services. If the EU is to achieve its climate targets, it must encourage modal shift. One of the 

obstacles to developing MoS is the lack of a European tool to help launch new shipping lines. When a 

shipping service shows no immediate profitability, ship-owners are faced with a risk that the EU could help 

to minimise. Without effort from Europe on this point, there will be an increased concentration of traffic in 

major ports with adjoining economically developed hinterlands. This would be contrary to the provisions 

of the TEN-T regulation (Article 4, which assigns to this network the goal of balanced geographical 

coverage). 

Given the distortions in competition that may be generated by supply-driven financial support for services 

(i.e. granted to ship-owners), the CPMR invites the Commission to speed up its reflection on demand-driven 

support. Work carried out within the ESSF forum and on the MedAtlantic Ecobonus project could have a 

practical outcome in the form of a CEF funded instrument. 

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
http://www.onthemosway.eu/
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Since it is clearly easier to achieve profitability for a maritime service between two major ports that are well 

integrated into the global economy than for a link to a peripheral region, this future instrument would have 

to be applied with varying levels of intensity depending on the situation. 

Preparation of the post-2020 CEF regulation: a unique opportunity to boost MoS policy 

The co-funding rate for actions to support MoS, which is currently set at 30% for all actions, regardless of the 

specific characteristics of the territories linked by MoS could be differentiated to take account of “specific 

regional situations”. In particular, it should be raised to 50% for the outermost regions and islands. 

The co-funding rate for harbour works could also be reviewed. It is currently fixed at 20%, whereas it is 40% 

for cross-border infrastructures. Considering that sea ports are inherently cross-border entities, in that they 

are gateways to the rest of the world, support for them should be aligned with the 40% rate. 

A specific attention to be paid to ports of the TEN-T comprehensive network 

One of the most controversial provisions of current implementation of the MoS policy is the restrictive 

access of comprehensive ports to the funding. The calls for projects issued since 2014 are indeed 

unfavourable to these ports, and consequently to peripheries. This should be changed, based on 

an amended interpretation of Article 21 of the TEN-T that would make eligible links between two ports of 

the comprehensive network as well as between an EU and a non-EU port. 

These ideas and proposals are detailed on these links: 

- Review of the CEF Post 2020. Principles advocated by the CPMR 

- MoS: Contribution to the review of their priorities and implementation 

Patrick Anvroin, Director, CPMR 

 

Source: On the MoS Way 

Link: http://bit.ly/2w3eiUW 

  

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
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Blue Baltics project evaluated in Europe 
Keywords: Blue Baltics project, oil and liquefied natural gas, Lithuania, Sweden, Estonia and Germany, 

Motorways of the Sea Programme, the Connecting Europe Facility 

The Blue Baltics project coordinated by KN (Klaipėdos Nafta, AB), an operator of oil and liquefied natural 

gas (LNG) terminals, has won an award in the Infrastructure category at the Baltic Sea Forum (BSF) Awards 

in Berlin. KN says the project that forms a basis for the LNG value chain in the Baltic Sea and for the 

promotion of use of clean fuel has received recognition due to its positive impact on the environment. 

 

Project Blue Baltics – LNG infrastructure facility deployment in the Baltic Sea Region, coordinated by KN 

and implemented by five partners from four states, has won the first place in the Baltic Sea Clean Maritime 

(BSCM) Award, Infrastructure category. This category included projects promoting green shipping in both 

maritime transport and port infrastructure areas. 

 

The BSF considers the Baltic Sea to be a major artery of both passenger and goods carriage, and maritime 

transport dominates the Baltic Sea Region. In addition, the Baltic Sea is one of Europe‘s most dynamic 

shipping channels, therefore, it is important to develop those types of infrastructure and transport that 

ensure clean shipping and not just competitiveness of maritime economics. 

 

‘Within the framework of the Blue Baltics project, KN and its four partners are creating a unique value chain 

that includes the development of infrastructure of LNG as an environmentally friendly fuel and the 

distribution of this fuel by means of a special-purpose vessel and a network of small-scale LNG stations. The 

project involves a number of modes of transport. Also, solutions implemented in this project will enable the 

use of LNG in regions that are far away from the gas grid. This award is a very important evaluation of our 

joint work with partners, aimed at reducing pollution’, says Mindaugas Jusius, KN’s CEO. 

 

According to Mindaugas Jusius, maritime industry faces a challenge of finding sustainable solutions for the 

reduction of pollutant emissions in a highly competitive market, and the Blue Baltics project includes a range 

of effective measures in the areas of transport services and environmental protection. 

Four states of the Baltic Sea Region (Lithuania, Sweden, Estonia and Germany) take part in the Blue Baltics 

project. KN‘s LNG reloading station is becoming an axis of the LNG value chain; it is expected that Klaipėda as 

the LNG hub will join the four states together into this chain. The Blue Baltics project pools investments in 

the installation of LNG infrastructure thus promoting a sustainable system of maritime and land transport 

and the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions. Approx. EUR 15 million have been earmarked for Blue 

Baltics from the Motorways of the Sea Programme of the Connecting Europe Facility. 

 

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
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Source: Port News 

Link: http://bit.ly/2vIUAOU 
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Vamp Up project: another step of the Rhine – Alpine and 

Mediterranean multimodal TEN-T core corridors. The 

photogallery 
Keywords: Western Ligurian Sea Port Authority, Transport Logistic 2017, European Commission, CEF project, 

Vamp up, intermodal terminal, Motorways of the Sea, TEN-T core network, Rhine – Alpine corridor 

The Western Ligurian Sea Port Authority, the recently instituted 

body managing the Italian ports of Genoa and Savona Vado, 

participated in the Transport Logistic 2017 exhibition, the main 

international event in the transport field held in Munich from 

May 9 to 12. 

During the event, the Authority took the opportunity to provide 

an update on progress made by Vamp Up, the project co-

financed by the European Commission within the CEF 2015 call 

and aimed at developing Vado Ligure as a Multimodal Logistics 

Platform by the effective integration of the core RRT node with the TEN-T transport network. 

The President of the Western Ligurian Sea Port Authority, Mr Paolo Emilio Signorini, gave a comprehensive 

overview about the ports present activities and their future perspectives, focusing in particular on the 

opportunities to provide an efficient intermodal service form the Mediterranean Sea to Central Europe 

thanks to the forthcoming completion of the Southern sections of the Rhine-Alpine railway corridor. 

Mr Alberto Pozzobon, Project Manager of the Vamp Up project, gave then a brief presentation of the 

ongoing development in the port of Vado Ligure (the Global Project), where a new deep-sea container 

terminal is being constructed by the Port Authority in partnership with APM Terminals Vado Ligure s.p.a. (a 

joint venture among Maersk, Cosco and Qingdao port), the company which will then operate the terminal. 

Crucial complementary actions are supported by the Vamp Up project, such as the improvement of the last 

mile road and rail connections, the optimization of the intermodal terminal (4 x 450 m loading tracks) and 

the automation of railway operations (automated gate system, computer-controlled signaling sytem, IT 

management system). 

All the actions are on the way and are synchronized with the port development workplan, allowing to set up 

an efficiently integrated intermodal system, with the aim to serve the first ship, expected in the new Vado 

terminal in the fourth quarter of 2018. 

Vamp Up is a unique opportunity to support the connection between Motorways of the Sea and the TEN-T 

core network, optimizing the use of existing infrastructure capacities, rebalancing freight flows along the 

Rhine – Alpine corridor, facilitating congestion relief and more balanced modal distribution, supporting the 

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
http://www.onthemosway.eu/
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achievement of relevant environmental benefits and producing a positive impact on the EU population and 

economy. 

 

Source: On the MoS Way 

Link: http://bit.ly/2sTv7Rp 
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EU transport ministers adopt declaration on maritime 

shipping 
Keywords: Transport ministers from the European Union, The Valletta Declaration, maritime transport policy, 

Maltese Presidency of the EU, maritime sector, digitalization, road safety plans, shipping strategy 

Transport ministers from the European 

Union (EU) have adopted a ministerial 

declaration on maritime transport known 

as the Valletta Declaration. 

The Valletta Declaration establishes 

priorities for the EU's maritime transport 

policy and was adopted after a two-day 

ministerial stakeholder conference 

organised by Maltese Presidency of the 

EU. 

It also intends to focus on competitiveness, digitalisation and decarbonisation within the EU maritime 

sector. 

The ministers involved have agreed to continue strengthening the measures required to minimise the 

number of road deaths in the EU by 2020, with 2010 as base year. 

The agreement has also paved the way for improved cooperation among EU member states, covering 

relevant authorities, civil society, research institutes and the private sector, reported Malta Winds. 

Additionally, the Valletta Declaration has encouraged the introduction of road safety plans and strategies 

completed via a risk-based or integrated approach. 

European Community Shipowners’ Associations president Niels Smedegaard welcomed the move, saying: 

“Digitalisation is rightly identified as a key priority; from a technological point of view, it should be very easy 

to establish a genuine European Single Window. 

“We just need the political will to do it. Let's not lose the momentum we now have by backtracking on the 

level of ambition. 

“The good news is that EU shipping policy as outlined in the current maritime strategy provides an excellent 

basis, but more maritime growth can be achieved with a more globally-oriented approach, which recognises 

that shipping activities form the core of the maritime cluster.” 

Smedegaard also expressed the association’s interest in working together on shipping strategy for the 

period of 2019-2028. 

 

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
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Source: Ship Technology 

Link: http://bit.ly/2tmqZtg 
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The Maritime Industry in Malta: Review and Policy Proposals 
Keywords: maritime industry in Malta 

Study commissioned by the Malta Institute of Management 

Prof. Joseph Falzon 

Executive Summary 

The maritime industry in Malta has existed for 

centuries of years. However, during the last 50 

years it has faced very stiff competition from 

other growing sectors in the Maltese economy. 

Workers no longer felt greatly attracted to work 

in the maritime sector, and shifted instead to 

higher paid jobs, in more comfortable settings, 

in competing sectors like tourism, 

manufacturing, and recently Information 

Technology, financial services and I-gaming. The 

lack of Maltese workers with sufficient skills is the fundamental problem being faced by the maritime sector 

in Malta. 

In spite of this, Malta still remains situated in the middle of the Mediterranean and witnesses hundreds of 

vessels passing each month near its shores. Hence, the maritime sector still remains a natural viable sector 

that can still remain profitable and also contributing positively to the gross domestic product of the Maltese 

economy. 

This report lists the main problems being faced by the current operators and makes some 

sound suggestions as to how this maritime sector can be revived and brought back to life within the 

constraints of Malta's small size, lack of enough human resources, and the stiff competition originating from 

the other growing economic sectors in the Maltese economy. In this regard, the Maltese Government has a 

very important role to play in the suggested policies that need to be implemented to revive again the local 

maritime industry. 

Please read the whole article on Independent 

 

Source: Independent 

Link: http://bit.ly/2uGva6M 
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ECSA: China and EU should lead on CO2 rules 
Keywords: ECSA, EU, China, CO2 rules, Paris accord 

Communique from European shipping 

group cites US withdrawal from Paris 

accord.  

The European Community Shipowners' 

Association (ECSA) says it wants to 

"encourage" the European Union (EU) and 

China to shape new rules on carbon 

dioxide (CO2) emissions from shipping. 

 This comes after the US bowed out of a 

global agreement to stem CO2 output.  

In a joint release with the International Chamber of Shipping, the ECSA says the EU and China should 

"intensify cooperation" on how CO2 emissions will be regulated in the shipping industry. 

"The withdrawal of the United States 

 

Source: Tradewinds 

Link: http://bit.ly/2tx1p93 
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ICS: Shipping CO2 Goal to Survive US Pullout 
Keywords: Chair of the International Chamber of Shipping, shipping emissions, global emissions, IMO, 

European Emission Trading Scheme (ETS), United Nations Ocean Conference, the IMO Marine Environment 

Protection Committee (MEPC) 

The Chair of the International Chamber of Shipping (ICS) has 

said shipping emissions reduction plans will go ahead despite 

the US’s decision to annul its Paris Agreement pledge. 

ICS at an IMO side event at the United Nations Ocean 

Conference in New York on June 6, 2017 reaffirmed a vow to 

cut shipping emissions by an amount yet to be identified. 

It said the shipping industry plans to keep total CO2 emissions 

from the shipping sector below 2008 levels and then to cut 

them before 2050 by a percentage to be agreed by member 

states in the IMO. 

ICS Chairman Esben Poulsson said it is unlikely the US decision will impact the makeup of the global shipping 

fleet given that the US-flagged fleet is “relatively small”. 

ICS separately urged the European Union and China to jointly agree a global emissions “deal” for shipping. 

EU and Chinese leaders reaffirmed their commitment to the Paris Agreement at the 19th EU-China Summit 

held in Brussels last week, and plan a joint meeting with Canada to discuss its implementation in September. 

However, it warned against actions by single entities, such as the EU including shipping in the European 

Emission Trading Scheme (ETS). 

While the industry has already reduced its total CO2 emissions by more than 13% between 2008 and 2012 

through measures like larger ship designs, energy efficiency and slow steaming, it can adopt further 

measures such as the use of alternative fuels and scrubbers. 

ICS Director of Policy, Simon Bennett, said: “The shipping industry is committed to the delivery of further 

environmental improvements in the interests of sustainable development.  But sustainable development 

requires a global shipping industry that is economically sustainable too.” 

Committing the US cut its domestic greenhouse gas emissions, President Obama ratified the Paris 

Agreement on September 3, 2016. 

But US President Trump in a June 1, 2107 speech said he had withdrawn the US, despite the fact the country 

contributes 14.34% to global CO2 emissions. 

The agreement, signed by over 190 countries including the US and China, did not include targets for the 

international shipping industry. 
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Nonetheless ICS committed to work with the IMO to make rules that would both start to measure and 

reduce greenhouse gas emissions from shipping, seeking to counter the notion that shipping ‘escaped’ the 

Paris Agreement because of its international business structure. 

The extent to which the ICS plans to cut emissions remains unknown and will be up to the IMO to rule upon. 

IMO is holding discussions on greenhouse gas reduction strategy in a few weeks' time, at the 71st session of 

the IMO Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC), aiming to have a strategy in place by 2018. 

Data on CO2 emissions from shipping could be available as early as 2023. 

 

Source: Port Technology 

Link: http://bit.ly/2uIVPPY 
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ESPO Conference 2017 Inspires Ports On the Continent On 

Their Way to Decarbonisation 
Keywords: ESPO Conference 2018, Port of Rotterdam, Climate Reality, new zero-carbon technologies, 

European Commissioner for transport, Violeta Bulc, EU policy for ports 

 The European port industry gathered in Barcelona for 

ESPO’s annual conference entitled “Ports in a changing 

Climate, a Changing World”. 

During the first of the two-day conference (1 June), Alvaro 

Rodriguez, high level Climate Reality representative, 

inspired the audience with an eye-opening presentation on 

the impacts of climate change and a positive message 

showing that solutions, the new zero-carbon technologies, 

are within reach. 

In his opening speech that was followed by contributions they shared best practices from the different 

stakeholders. These debates highlighted that ports are technology takers and require new technology to be 

available to make their contribution to decarbonisation. 

The end of Day One marked the celebration of the 20th anniversary of the Ecoports network, which clearly 

showed that ports’ pro-active engagement towards sustainability is well established and withstanding the 

test of time. 

On Friday, the key note speeches of OECD/ITF’s port expert Olaf Merk and Professor Jonathan Holslag gave 

more than enough food for thought for a lively debate with different port executives on the current geo-

political and world trade challenges and the strategic role of ports. During this debate, ports clearly 

highlighted that it is at all times important to maintain control over the strategic aspects of a port (in 

particular ownership of the land). Ports, however, do not wish to see any legislative intervention to limit 

investments in their ports. 

European Commissioner for transport, Violeta Bulc, set the scene of the final conference roundtable by 

highlighting the Commission’s priorities for the maritime year: competitiveness, digitalisation and 

decarbonisation. She launched the European Ports Forum as a place to advise the Commission and to define 

and start joint initiatives. This was followed by a debate between Commissioner Bulc and MEP Knut 

Fleckenstein and different port executives on EU policy for ports, the need for investments in ports, on the 

role of a port authority and on the on-going mergers between European ports. 

“This conference clearly showed that ports are willing and able to significantly contribute to decarbonisation 

as and when new technologies make this possible. We very much appreciated the presence of the 

Commission at the highest level. It shows the openness of the European institutions to listen to the voice of 

the ports. We welcome the establishment of the European Ports Forum. We hope that ESPO, representing 
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all European port authorities in their diversity, will be strongly represented in this forum.” says ESPO’s 

Chairman Eamonn O’Reilly. 

“I would like to thank the Port of Barcelona, all speakers and the participants for making this year’s 

conference so successful. This conference has shown that ESPO and its members are ready and open to 

discuss in public the most challenging issues including climate change, deglobalisation and China’s 

connectivity policy. This gives us already a lot of appetite for preparing next year’s edition”, says ESPO’s 

secretary general Isabelle Ryckbost. 

The speakers’ presentations are available at: http://www.espo.be/espo-conference-presentations and the 

conference pictures will be soon available at www.espo.be 

The ESPO Conference 2018 will take place on 31 May and 1 June and will be hosted by the Port of 

Rotterdam. 

 

Source: Port News 

Link: http://bit.ly/2uhTGsD 
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EC urges Romania to build Pitesti-Sibiu highway 
Keywords: European Commission, Trans-European Transport Network, Rhine-Danube Pan-European Corridor 

The European Commission has urged 

Romania to build the Pitesti-Sibiu highway, 

which is currently a missing segment of the 

Rhine-Danube Pan-European Corridor, part 

of the Trans-European Transport Network 

(TENTEC). 

“This highway is the highest investment 

priority,” said the Romanian-born European 

Commissioner for Regional Policy Corina 

Cretu, reports local Hotnews.ro. 

The highway’s estimated cost is about EUR 2 billion, EUR 1.25 billion of which represents EU’s contribution, 

Cretu added. 

Transport minister Razvan Cuc announced last week that the work on another significant infrastructure 

project, the Comarnic-Brasov highway, would start this year, 13 years after the project was launched. 

Romania’s National Company for Road Infrastructure (CNAIR) has signed the attribution reports for one of 

the Comarnic-Brasov highway’s sectors, as well as for the Comarnic bypass last week. 

  

Source: Romania Insider 

Link: http://bit.ly/2gQeGDJ 
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China-EU cooperation steadily progresses under Belt and 

Road 
Keywords: Trade and economic cooperation between China and EU, belt and road 

Trade and economic cooperation between China and EU under the 

Belt and Road Initiative has steadily progressed, said Wang Yiwei, 

Director of China-Europe Academic Network of Renmin University of 

China. 

Since the Belt and Road Initiative was proposed in 2013, China-EU 

relations have witnessed great progress, Wang said, referring to the 

achievements made in policy coordination, infrastructure 

connectivity, trade and investment, financial support and people-to-

people exchanges. 

As for the policy coordination, China and the European countries are committed to promoting open 

economy and free trade while combating de-globalization and protectionism, he said. 

Trade and investment between the two sides has increased, which is gradually driving away the shadow 

cast by global financial crisis and Europe’s debt crisis, he added. 

As for infrastructure connectivity, Wang said, China-Europe freight trains services have played a significant 

role in boosting bilateral infrastructure connectivity. 

‘The cost [of China-Europe freight trains] is only one fifth of that of air freight, and the time of transportation 

is less than half of the ocean shipping,’ he said. 

‘China-Europe freight trains not only promote the provincial and city-level cooperation between China and 

Europe countries, but also stimulate the dynamism of China-EU trade and economic cooperation with 

convenient logistics and abundant information flows,’ Wang noted. 

This year marks the 42nd anniversary of the establishment of China-EU diplomatic relations. 

While having laid solid foundation of cooperation in traditional areas, China and the EU are looking to 

embracing cooperation in new areas, such as service markets, e-commerce and service trade, Wang said. 

Both sides are also committed to further opening up financial markets and promoting free trade, he added. 

 

Source: Hellenic Shipping News 

Link: http://bit.ly/2vIwHGm 
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Managing the Transition to Driverless Road Freight Transport  

Keywords: Transport, OCSE, International Transport Forum, International Road Transport Unions, the 

International Transport Workers’ Federation, the European Automobile Manufacturers Association 

This report considers how a transition to driverless road freight transport could 

happen. Today’s technology already makes it possible to operate automated 

trucks. Reduced reliance on humans to move road freight in the future could 

offer large cost savings for businesses and consumers. It could also disrupt the 

careers and lives of millions of professional truck drivers. Based on different 

scenarios for the large-scale introduction of automated road freight transport, 

this study makes recommendations to help governments manage potential 

disruption and ensure a just transition for affected drivers.  

Three leading transport-sector organisations joined the International Transport 

Forum for this study to assess benefits, costs and risks of driverless trucks. The 

International Road Transport Unions, the International Transport Workers’ 

Federation and the European Automobile Manufacturers Association contributed data and insights on 

driverless technology in the road freight sector as well as funds for the research. 

Download the report 

 

Source: International Transport Forum 

Link: http://bit.ly/2v7CY27 
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EU Commission Says Euro Area Should Consider Safe Asset 

Creation 
Keywords: EU Commission, European safe asset, the European Deposit Insurance Scheme 

The euro area should consider issuing U.S. Treasury-like securities that would 

help the currency bloc’s lenders diversify their assets and break a harmful link 

with their sovereigns, the European Commission said in a report published 

Wednesday. 

“A European safe asset, denominated in euro and sizable enough to become 

the benchmark for European financial markets, could create numerous 

benefits for financial markets and the European economy,” the EU’s executive 

arm said in a paper outlining potential options for deepening euro-area 

integration. The specifics of the potential instrument need to be further 

discussed, as it raises “a number of complex legal, political and institutional questions,” the commission said. 

While debt mutualization in the euro area has been proposed by governments, institutions and analysts, 

many of the currency bloc’s nations, including Germany, have resisted the idea of putting their taxpayers on 

the hook. The debate about further economic integration has regained momentum following Emmanuel 

Macron’s election victory in France, even as the commission acknowledges preparatory work is still needed 

before more ambitious legislative proposals can be tabled. 

Wednesday’s “reflection paper is an invitation for everyone to express their views on the future of our 

economic and monetary union, as part of the broader debate on the future of Europe.” The options listed by 

commission staff for the period between 2020 and 2025 include: 

• Creating a euro area Treasury 

• Creating a European Monetary Fund 

• Appointing a full-time chair of euro-area finance ministers’ meetings 

• Unified external representation of the euro area, including to the International Monetary Fund 

• Developing and issuing sovereign bond-backed securities for the euro area 

• Changes to the regulatory treatment of sovereign exposures 

More immediate priorities that must be completed by 2019 include the establishment of a financial backstop 

to the single resolution fund, measures to reduce risks in the financial sector further and the European 

Deposit Insurance Scheme, according to the commission. “It is time to look afresh at where our union 

should be in the next decade, and to lay the common ground for such a future,” the commission said. 
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Source: Hellenic Shipping News 

Link: http://bit.ly/2uBgbZJ 
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Poland supports the development of river corridor through 

Ukraine 
Keywords: UkrAgroConsult, Polish government, the international waterway E-40, National Transport 

Strategy of Ukraine, TEN-T 

Polish government supports the development of the international waterway E-40, which passes through 

Ukraine and Belarus, and plans to hold workshops to discuss the next steps of the project implementation. 

The issue of shipping resumption on the international waterway E-40 is one of the priorities of the National 

Transport Strategy of Ukraine until 2030, reports UkrAgroConsult. 

The possibility of resuming international shipments by water was discussed during the ninth meeting of 

Ukrainian-Belarusian working group on transport, held in Brest in March 2017. Then the parties agreed to 

apply to the European Commission for inclusion of E-40 river route into Trans-European Transport Network 

(TEN-T). 

 

Source: UkrAgroConsult 

Link: http://bit.ly/2h2SW7p 
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EU Commissioner Bulc: ERTMS roll-out ‘too slow’ 
Keywords: European Rail Traffic Management System (ERTMS), Violeta Bulc, EU’s Transport Commissioner, 

Single European Railway Area, ERTMS Action Plan, interoperable and compliant infrastructure, Digitalisation, 

TEN-T corridors in the EU neighbourhood 

Roll-out of the European Rail Traffic 

Management System (ERTMS) has been ‘too 

slow’ and action is required to ensure targets are 

met, says the EU’s Transport Commissioner 

Violeta Bulc. She told the final SERA railway 

convention that as a ‘cornerstone’ of rail sector 

digitalisation, ERTMS was essential for a single 

and safe European railway area, but was critical 

of progress so far. 

“ERTMS has been too slow – 4100 kilometres or less than two per cent of the EU rail network has been 

equipped by the end of 2016 – we have to accelerate the deployment to meet the target European 

Deployment Plan on ERTMS,” she told stakeholders in Brussels. 

Ms Bulc was addressing the last of five Single European Railway Area conferences dedicated to the 

implementation of the technical pillar of the EU’s 4th Railway Package, which aims to create a more level 

playing field for rail operators across Europe and stimulate greater competition. 

Interoperable rail network 

She welcomed the new draft of the ERTMS Action Plan, based on deploying an interoperable and compliant 

infrastructure; taking steps to deliver standardised On Board Unit, driving efficiencies in testing and 

validation processes; and providing focussed financial support. “Public consultation will be open until 

October, I invite you to actively participate. I want to work constructively with you to deliver ERTMS and a 

genuinely interoperable rail network.” said Ms Bulc. 

She used the conference to focus on a host of rail freight topics, including the environmental effect, TEN-T 

freight networks, technology, trans-Asian/Europe rail routes and co-operation: “My vision for rail is that it 

becomes the backbone of decarbonised, sustainable, integrated and multimodal transport union in order to 

serve the needs of people and businesses,” she added. 

‘willingness of stakeholders’ 

The common thread which had emerged from the SERA conferences had been the ‘willingness of all 

stakeholders to work together’ to ensure its timely delivery. Ms Bulc pointed to the example of Rail 

Baltica of what can be achieved on the railway network with clear vision, good planning and co-operation. 

“Rail Baltica is one of the flagship projects on the TEN-T corridors linking Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia to the 

European railway network,” she said. “It creates a new transport platform and logistics corridor that will 
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boost regional economies, enable synergies through the joint implementation model and support new jobs 

and growth. This project is a success story because it also brings into co-operation companies traditionally 

seen as competitors within the rail sector.” 

‘these modes do not sleep’ 

This type of alliance was ‘indispensable’ as rail is a ‘network’ industry and is in fierce competition with other 

modes of transport: road, aviation, inland waterways and motorways of the sea. “These modes do not 

sleep,” she added. Commissioner Bulc said rail had a vital role to play in four particular areas: the 

environment, the economy, society and people, and digitalisation. Focusing on the environment, she said rail 

had to become a ‘bigger part of the transport puzzle’ if the EU’s commitment to reducing carbon emissions 

from transport by 60 per cent by 2050 was to happen. 

On the economy, she highlighted how the modal share of rail freight in inland freight transport had 

remained stuck below 20 per cent for the past 10 years, but added: “Nevertheless it has a strong European 

and international component as 50 per cent of freight traffic is cross-border. There is room for 

improvement.” 

‘simplification’ 

The 4th Railway Package was described as ‘extremely important as it brought much-needed simplification, 

but last year’s approval was ‘just a start’: “Now we have to continue working hard in order to ensure timely 

and duly implementation – for that all stakeholders have to be on board,” she said. 

Goals include eliminating more than 11,000 ‘redundant’ national rules, developing a new safety culture 

which takes account of human factors, and faster, cheaper & better procedures for vehicle authorisations 

and safety certifications of railway undertakings. 

She also attached ‘great importance’ to the landmark Rotterdam Declaration of 2016, which emphasised the 

importance of establishing the European TEN-T network corridors and broadening their scope to take 

account of sustainability and digitalisation. “We need to maintain and build on the dynamism momentum 

that we witnessed last year,” said Ms Bulc. “The revitalisation of rail freight and modal shift can happen if 

the quality and reliability of the services offered increases sharply.” 

‘long overdue’ 

The project about sharing train tracking information and Estimated Time of Arrival was, she added, 

‘important and long overdue’, but also necessary for attracting new business to the sector: “We need to 

start thinking about integrated customer solutions.” 

Digitalisation was another critical area of importance, responsible for creating ‘new links between modes 

and previously separated business sectors’: “It is a base for creating the intelligent and multimodal transport 

systems and will also be at the heart of the future rail system,” she said. “There are major opportunities 

offered by e-freight and single logistics windows, and digital ticket will encourage multimodal seamless door-

to-door mobility – all is geared towards improved efficiency and usage of time.” 
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rail freight projects 

The convention also featured presentations from various rail and transport heads, including Karel Vinck, the 

European ERTMS Co-ordinator; Alberto Mazzola, Senior VP of Ferrovie dello Stato Italiane; Mark Frequin, 

Dutch Ministry of Transport; and Gavin Dunnett, Director of Mobility at the European Investment Bank. The 

bank is co-developer of The Investment Plan for Europe, which is providing funding to several rail freight 

projects. 

Looking ahead, Ms Bulc said it was essential for the European rail sector to compete internationally, and 

that while the EU was open to sharing technical standards with the likes of India and Indonesia, there 

was also a need for more ‘equal market access’ in the EU’s discussions with Japan and China. 

One Belt One Road 

“Indeed, China has been in the focus as it has been advocating its One Belt One Road initiative,” said Ms 

Bulc. “China’s proposal is ambitious and strives to develop infrastructure and trade with the countries along 

this route. In the framework of the EU-China Connectivity Platform, I advocate extension of the TEN-T 

corridors in the EU neighbourhood.” 

This represented, she said, an ‘important potential’ for European companies, adding: “We are also working 

with neighbours closer to home, and one example is that of the extended TEN-T network, which now 

stretches from the Atlantic to the shores of the Caspian Sea.” 

Reiterating her support for the rail sector, Commissioner Bulc concluded: “I understand its value, I see 

massive potential for the future – but we have to get out there, work together in addressing societal 

challenges and market trends, and highlight the contribution that rail makes and could make in the future.” 

 

Source: Rail Freight  

Link: http://bit.ly/2ux7ZLm 
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Selected projects will contribute to modernising rail lines, 

installing alternative fuel supply points 
Keywords: European Commission, TEN-T, Connecting Europe Facility, infrastructure networks 

The European 

Commission 

proposed on 

June 23 to invest 

€2.7 billion in 

152 key 

transport 

projects that 

support 

competitive, 

clean and connected mobility in Europe. 

In doing so, the Commission said the EC is delivering on its Investment Plan for Europe and on Europe’s 

connectivity including the recent “Europe on the Move” agenda. Selected projects will contribute to 

modernising rail lines, removing bottlenecks and improving cross-border connections, installing alternative 

fuel supply points, as well as implementing innovative traffic management solutions. 

“The demand for investment in transport infrastructure is huge. This new wave of investment focuses on 

clean, innovative and digital projects to modernise Europe’s transport network,” Transport 

Commissioner Violeta Bulc said. 

“Today we are one step closer to a true Transport Union, serving the needs of citizens, stimulating the 

economy and creating jobs […],” she added. 

This investment is made under the Connecting Europe Facility, the EU’s financial mechanism supporting 

infrastructure networks, and will unlock €4.7 billion of public and private co-financing. Under the 

Connecting Europe Facility, €23.2 billion is available from the EU’s 2014-2020 budget to co-fund trans-

European transport network (TEN-T) projects in the EU Member States. 

 

Source: News Europe 

Link: http://bit.ly/2uXLzE3 
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Estonian Presidency of the European Union: FEPORT 

priorities on Digitalisation 
Keywords: FEPORT, Estonian presidency, private terminal operators, digital transport, Member States, the 

European Commission, IT system, Motorways of the Sea, National Single Window, European Single Window 

FEPORT supports the approach of the Estonian presidency and believes that the 

below mentioned four priorities constitute a consistent strategy for Europe. 

• An open and innovative European Economy 

• A safe and secure Europe 

• A digital Europe and the free flow of data 

• An inclusive and sustainable Europe 

Besides endorsing the content of the paper that has been co-signed by 22 organizations representing 

different industries of the logistics chain, FEPORT would like to underline in this paper a number of key 

items for private terminal operators. 

FEPORT members believe that an efficient, sustainable and resilient logistics sector is dependent on a good 

cooperation between industry parties (B2B) but also on relevant decisions and coordinated actions initiated 

by EU regulators and broadly enforced by Member States. 

We hope that the Estonian presidency’s focus on “digital transport” will anticipate on some of the key topics 

of the 2018 multimodal year and that the work will hopefully materialize into recommendations to the 

benefit of the whole logistics chain. 

FEPORT is committed to working constructively with the Estonian Presidency as well as European institutions 

towards real progress on these topics. 

Objective of Digitalisation 

The objective of digitalisation needs to be to improve the efficiency and reliability of the logistics chain. 

Therefore, digitalisation should not be viewed as an end in itself, but rather a means to an end, namely 

greater efficiency and reliability. This should be achieved via enhancing the seamless flow of data across the 

supply chain and between actors, as well as ensuring that the reporting once principle is implemented. 

Interoperability and Open Standards 

First and foremost, from our industry perspective, we consider that efforts should be concentrated to 

facilitate interoperability in the supply chain. Ultimately, this can only be achieved through widespread use 

of open standards in logistics. Open Standards are a format that allows for the free, widespread sharing of 

data, prevents lock-in and other artificial barriers to interoperability and are free of any extensions that may 

hamper interoperability. 
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With respect to B2G (Business to Government) or B2A (Business to Administration) communications, we 

would highly recommend that, in line with the Estonian Presidency priorities, the European Commission 

works towards ensuring that all relevant ICT systems are based upon open standards. This will lead to the 

various systems communicating within the supply chain to share information without hindrance. It will also 

remove technical barriers to the reporting once principle, as national systems will be able to re-use data 

between Member States. 

Besides its coordinating role among Member States, the European Commission can, through its agencies 

such as INEA also support logistics operators, including terminal operators, who are innovating and 

developing ICT systems to increase their efficiency and incorporate the use of open standards in their ICT 

systems. 

Funding programmes such as Motorways of the Sea should be adapted to have an increased focus on 

logistics and assist operators interested in incorporating interoperable solutions into their respective 

operations. Prioritization for such projects will assist in the private sectors transition to widespread use of 

open standards. 

FEPORT relies on the Estonian Presidency to strongly promote the use of open standards in B2G and G2G 

communication and to invite the Commission to lay the framework for technical and financial programmes 

which would support the development of interoperable systems by businesses. 

The Digital Transport and Logistics Forum should be supported in its current work, especially in regards to 

interoperability in supply and logistics chains. 

Harmonization of Data and Single Windows 

There is an urgent need to recognize that harmonisation is a primary objective and that it should work on a 

maximum data set, given that minimum data sets, and subsequent requests for further data, remove all 

advantages and benefits of harmonisation. The actual system data is being submitted to, be it a National 

Single Window or a European Single Window, is secondary. 

The Commission’s proposed revision of Directive 2010/65 on Reporting Formalities should act as a catalyst 

for rethinking the role of Maritime Single Windows as envisaged in the Directive. Single Windows should be 

part of a larger vision for the entire logistics chain that allow for the re-use of data throughout the logistics 

chain. Single Windows could work on a push pull basis, with access rights being granted to trusted actors – 

such as AEO certified operators, which would allow operators to access information of use to their 

operations. 

FEPORT recommends that work on a revision to the Reporting Formalities Directive focuses on true data 

harmonisation and the creation of a maritime logistics single window. 

Cybersecurity 

The logistics sector is a global sector in which data moves not only between Member States, but also 

between continents. There is a need to ensure that all access points are secure given that the integrity of 
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information is only as secure as its weakest link. Therefore, the EU needs to be adopting a global position to 

cyber security. 

Within the Maritime Safety Committee of the IMO, the issue of cyber security is becoming more prevalent. 

For instance, there has recently been amendments tabled to include cyber risks as an operational risk within 

the ISM Code (International Management Code for the Safe Operation of Ships and for Pollution Prevention). 

Regardless of where this issue of cyber security is addressed within IMO, it is clear that there is a new 

ambition to address this topic at global level. 

FEPORT recommends that IMO’s Maritime Safety Committee ambition to address the issue of 

cybersecurity is supported by the EU and that the European Commission deploys efforts to make sure that 

third countries are also mobilized on this issue. 

Regarding possible legislative proposals for the wider logistics chain, there is a need for consultation with 

industry to identify the risks and threats that exist, and what form possible solutions could take. 

 

Source: Hellenic Shipping News 

Link: http://bit.ly/2vIFn0v 
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Turkish sea transport firm to buy new ship with EBRD loan 
Keywords: EBRD, new roll-on/rolloff (ro-ro) cargo ship, EBRD's Green Logistics Programme, transport for 

Turkish international trade 

The EBRD is providing a boost to the 

Turkish shipping industry with a €27.5 

million loan to fast-growing sea 

transportation firm Alternative 

Transport that will help it realise its 

international potential. 

The loan will finance the acquisition of 

a new roll-on/rolloff (ro-ro) cargo ship, 

according to EBRD. 

Alternative Transport is investing in a new €55.5 million vessel with a capacity of 283 trailers to carry 

wheeled cargo such as cars, trucks, trailers or railroad cars that are driven on and off the vessel. 

In addition, a €4.5 million junior loan will be provided under the EBRD's Green Logistics Programme, which 

is funded by the Global Environment Facility. Turkey’s largest lender Isbank is extending a parallel loan of 

€16 million. 

The new cargo ship will enable the firm’s much-needed expansion on the route connecting the Istanbul port 

of Haydarpasa and the north-eastern Italian port city of Trieste, increasing profitability and operating 

efficiency. 

The EBRD has previously financed the acquision of the other three ships on this route. 

Sea shipping is the leading mode of transport for Turkish international trade, both by value and volume. 

Over 60 per cent of imports and 55 per cent of exports, by value, are seaborne. Backed by Turkey’s strong 

trade relationship with Europe, the sector is continuing to grow rapidly. Trucks heading to western Europe 

are increasingly turning to sea transport which provides lower costs and more diverse, more predictable and 

more efficient services. 

Ro-ro vessels form an integral part of developing the “motorways of the sea”, an international vision to 

transform shipping into a genuine, more environmentally friendly alternative to overcrowded land transport. 

Sue Barrett, EBRD Director for Transport, said: “Although the importance of ro-ro transportation between 

Europe and Turkey is increasing rapidly, shipping companies in Turkey suffer from scarce access to long-term 

financing. This is our second transaction with Alternative Transport, a truly international sea transport firm, 

as we believe shipping operations are not only a successful business but also support a cleaner, safer and 

more efficient transport system for the country’s booming trade.” 
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The founder and chairman of Alternative Transport, Ahmet Musul, said: “We are pleased with the support of 

EBRD, which helps to make possible the execution of our strategy to develop intermodal solutions linking 

major European ports. On top of that we keep developing our infrastucture; we invest in new vessels, trucks, 

warehouses and own ports to the benefit of our customers.” 

Alternative Transport was established in 2013 by Ahmet Musul, who also founded Ekol, an integrated 

logistics company which provides international freight, warehousing, domestic distribution, foreign trade, 

customs and supply chain management services in 15 countries. Building on an over 20-year experience of 

its sister company, Alternative Transport gained a market share of as much as 18 per cent in its first year of 

operations. 

Helping boost Turkey’s sea freight transport is part of the EBRD’s Green Economy Transition (GET) approach 

which puts investments that bring environmental benefits at the heart of the Bank’s mandate. The EBRD is 

aiming to increase the level of its financing in the sphere of sustainable resources to 40 per cent of the 

annual business by 2020. 

The Bank is a leading investor in Turkey. It started investing in the country in 2009 and has to date invested 

over €9 billion in the country through more than 220 projects across many sectors and has mobilised nearly 

€20 billion for these ventures from other sources of financing. Some 98 per cent of the Bank’s investments in 

Turkey are in the private sector. 

 

Source: The Financial 

Link: http://bit.ly/2uZlIvo 
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EIB to support road construction in Georgia 
Keywords: European Investment Bank (EIB), road safety elements, Trans-European Transport Network 

The European Investment Bank (EIB) will provide Georgia with 250 million 

euro loan to upgrade priority road infrastructure, the bank said in a 

message July 13. 

The loan agreement was signed by EIB Vice-President Vazil Hudák in the 

presence of Georgian Prime Minister Girogi Kvirikashvili and European 

Commission Vice-President Maroš Šefčovič in Tbilisi. 

In addition, the EU bank increased its support by 3.5 million euro to 

finance the completion of rehabilitation works at Georgia’s biggest 

hydropower complex, the Vardnili-Enguri HPP cascade. 

The 250 million euro loan is the second and last tranche of a 500 million euro framework loan for the 

construction and rehabilitation of approximately 253 kilometers priority primary and secondary roads 

identified by Georgia’s Government for the 2017-2020 period. 

The project, which will include road safety elements, will enhance both international connectivity – notably 

on the East West Highway, part of the extended Trans-European Transport Network – and domestic 

mobility. This will strengthen vital links between Georgia, Ukraine and Europe through the Black Sea ports, 

and also to Azerbaijan, Turkey and Armenia. 

The extension of the EIB’s support for the Vardnili-Enguri HPP cascade follows the 20 million euro loan 

provided by the bank in 2010 in line with EU policy guidelines for EIB activities in the Eastern Partnership and 

supported by a 5 million euro grant from the European Commission. 

The additional 3.5 million euro in funding from the EIB will help to finalize a rehabilitation program 

concerning civil works as well as electrical and hydro mechanical work. This additional loan will provide 

assistance to secure the completion of a project that is expected to have a significant impact on Georgia’s 

hydroelectricity supply. 

The EIB has so far supported 21 projects with a total loan volume of over 1.5 billion euro in Georgia. A 

regional EIB office was opened in Tbilisi in 2015. 

 

Source: Trend New Agency 

Link: http://bit.ly/2uXcobE 
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The Port of Barcelona records its best ever half-year traffic 

figures 
Keywords: Motorways of the Sea, ro-ro traffic, the Port of Barcelona, new sea lines connecting Barcelona 

with strategic destinations such as India, the United States, Canada and Brazil, Italy-Spain 

Total progression of traffic (+18%) and containers (+27.2%) together with the new offer of maritime 

services indicate that the year is likely to close on a very positive note 

The first six months of 2017 were the best first half year ever for the Port of Barcelona, with total traffic of 

28.6 million tonnes of goods handled and an increase of 18% year on year. This result was due to the 

excellent behaviour of three traffic segments: containers (+27.2%), liquid bulk (+10.9%) and freight shipped 

by motorways of the sea (+7.2%). 

In the first six months, the Port of Barcelona recorded container traffic of 1.3 million TEU (twenty- foot 

container units), an increase of 27.2% compared to the same period in 2016. The most notable increase 

occurred in transhipment containers, which rose by 101%. Full import and export containers continued their 

positive trend (up 4.5% and 4.7% respectively), after years of significant accumulated increases. It should be 

noted that for the first time import containers (276,529 TEU) this half year exceeded the pre-crisis record of 

272,138 TEU achieved in 2007. 

The president of the Port of Barcelona underlined the advantages of increased transhipment activity: 

“Although not related directly to our local economy, transhipment allows us to be more competitive in 

stowage operations, since we have a greater critical mass of freight. Furthermore, import and export 

companies benefit from the connectivity that these lines bring to reach new markets in more competitive 

conditions.” 

New offer of regular services 

Indeed, forecasts for the end of the year are very positive, due in part to the progression of traffic in these 

first months and to a new offer of services announced by shipping company MSC as of next week. It will 

provide five new sea lines connecting Barcelona with strategic destinations such as India, the United 

States, Canada and Brazil. At present, the Port has 46 regular container lines, which will increase to 51 with 

the incorporation of the five new MSC services. 

Liquid bulk is the second type of traffic that has grown the most during the period. In this connection, the 

Port of Barcelona recorded a total 6.6 million tonnes of liquid bulk (+10.9%), which grew both in exports 

(+27%) and imports (+20%). One product that achieved the best results was natural gas (+32.5%) thanks to 

more being shipped into the Iberian Peninsula using maritime transport, to the detriment of gas pipelines. 

Motorways of the sea increase 

Regarding ro-ro traffic, the Port of Barcelona handled 199,906 intermodal transport units (ITU) during the 

first semester, an increase of 6.9 % year on year. Ro-ro traffic includes both cabotage (with the Balearic and 
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Canary Islands) and traffic on the motorways of the sea connecting Barcelona with Italy (Civitavecchia, 

Genoa, Savona, Livorno and Porto Torres) and North Africa (Tangier, Tunisia and Nador). Specifically, the 

Port of Barcelona recorded 73,081 ITU on motorways of the sea and short sea shipping lines, marking a 7.2% 

increase over the first half of 2016. This result means that an identical number of trucks (more than 73,000) 

were diverted from roads to the maritime mode, which is more efficient both economically and 

environmentally. 

Vehicle traffic figures up to June numbered 436,182 units, a decrease of 8.7%. Car traffic was particularly 

affected by stevedoring strikes, since manufacturers set up contingency plans to transport vehicles via 

alternative modes of maritime traffic, particularly for export flows. However, imports continued to increase 

at a rate of 5.6%. 

With more than 2 million tonnes handled, dry bulk shipments continue to decline (-7%). This fall is due to 

lower exports of cement and clinker, related to the upturn in domestic housebuilding, and to imports of 

cereals and meal caused by the good harvest at national level the previous year. However, an increase in 

imports of cereals is forecast during the second half of the year. 

As regards passengers, it should be noted that 1.57 million travellers (+5.3%) visited the Port of Barcelona 

during the first half year, either on board ferries or cruise ships. The amount of ferry passenger (with the 

Balearic Islands, Italy or North Africa) increased 12.4%, while cruise-goers increased 1.9%. 

Economic results of the first half 

During the first half of the year, the Port of Barcelona recorded net turnover of € 79.6 million, a year- on-

year increase of 3.1% for the same period. Net profit for these first six months of the year stood at € 22.1 

million, up 15.1% on the € 19.2 million profit for the same period in 2016. As regards generation of 

resources, operating cash flow for the half year was € 45 million, an increase of 3.9%. 

Likewise, and thanks precisely to the capacity to generate own resources, the Port of Barcelona reduced a 

significant part of the long-term debt that it holds with the EIB. After drawing down € 43.6 million, the Port 

of Barcelona debt stands at € 303.9 million. 

 

Source: American Journal of Transportation 

Link: http://bit.ly/2uXy9Ic 
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