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Mr Brian Simpson OBE @ “Motorways of the Sea – The 

Maritime Dimension of the TEN-T Network” in Trieste  

Keywords: Brian Simpson OBE, EU coordinator for MoS, Motorways of the Sea, Motorways of the Sea – The 

Maritime Dimension of the TEN-T Network – Ports and logistic chain innovation for transport connectivity, 

Trieste 

“The European Union is ready to finance the Motorways of the Sea projects in 

order to help EU maritime industry to comply with environmental legislations, 

reinforce multimodality, improve shipping operations and link better MoS with 

the core network corridors. The importance of Italy for a completion of EU TEN-T 

network is fundamental.” 

These the words of EU Coordinator for MoS Brian Simpson OBE during the 

“Motorways of the Sea – The Maritime Dimension of the TEN-T Network – Ports 

and logistic chain innovation for transport connectivity” held in Trieste on 28th of March. 

The Meditelegraph with On the MoS Way, the Port System Authority of the Eastern Adriatic Sea and the 

Friuli Venezia Giulia Region organized the event. 

Here the video of Mr Simpson speech 

Have a good vision!!! 

 

Source: On the MoS Way 

Link: http://bit.ly/2o4Pbwy 

  

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
http://www.onthemosway.eu/
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“The European Union is ready to finance the MoS Projects” 

Keywords: Motorways of the Sea, Mr Brian Simpson OBE, EU Coordinator for MoS, three MoS Pillars, Mr 

Wojciech Sopinski, Adviser to the EU Coordinator for MoS, President of the Port System Authority of the 

Eastern Adriatic Sea, Zeno D’Agostino, President of Friuli Venezia Giulia Region, Debora Serracchiani 

“The European Union is ready to finance the Motorways of the 

Sea projects in order to help EU maritime industry to comply 

with environmental legislations, reinforce multimodality, 

improve shipping operations and link better MoS with the core 

network corridors. The importance of Italy for a completion of 

EU TEN-T network is fundamental.” These the words of EU 

Coordinator for MoS Brian Simpson OBE during the “The 

Maritime Dimension of the TEN-T Network – Ports and logistic 

chain innovation for transport connectivity” held in Trieste on 28th of March. The Meditelegraph with On 

the MoS Way, the Port System Authority of the Eastern Adriatic Sea and the Friuli Venezia Giulia Region 

organized the event. 

Mr Simpson underlined the role of Motorways of the Sea within the TEN-T Network and explained the 

importance of the three Motorways the Sea Pillars: the environmental protection, the maritime integration 

in the logistics chain and the human element. Mr Simpson wanted to congratulate with the port of Trieste 

and its relationships with Turkey; and he will give him support to improve the efficiency of the sector. 

Mr Wojciech Sopinski, Adviser to the EU Coordinator for MoS, explained that at the moment 40 actions are 

financed from the CEF budget (26 projects dedicated to environmental protection and new green fuels; 9 

projects dedicated to the logistics and 5 projects dedicated to human element). The EU grant funding equals 

to € 360 million, which triggered a total investment of € 965 million. 

For the President of Friuli Venezia Giulia Region, Debora Serracchiani, the Port of Trieste future will be not 

the competition with the Venice Port, but with Luka Koper and Rejeka. “The competition concerns the 

capabilities and the investments, several goods and trades are in charge of us thanks to good strategies” 

added Ms Serracchiani. 

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
http://www.onthemosway.eu/
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The President of the Port System Authority of the Eastern Adriatic Sea, Zeno D’Agostino, underlined that in 

2015 the Port of Trieste was the 14th EU ports by the Port of Rotterdam list. “During the 2016, the port 

increased by 3,68%. I twill be possible that the port of Trieste will get in 2 or 3 positions within the list.” 

The Port System Authority of the Eastern Adriatic Sea and Friuli Venezia Giulia Region promoted the event. 

 

Source: On the MoS Way  

Link: http://bit.ly/2ptbHjJ 

  

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
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Clean transport: EU promises new financing 

Keywords: three pillars, European Motorways of the Sea, Trieste, Mr Brian Simpson OBE, European 

Coordinator for MoS, Mr Wojciech Sopinski, Adviser to EU Coordinator for MoS, Zeno D’Agostino, the 

President of Trieste’s Port Authority, Debora Serracchiani, President of Friuli Venezia Giulia Region 

Three pillars govern the European Motorways of the Sea 

policy. What Brussels is mainly focused on is the environment: 

supporting the technology that makes it possible to reduce 

emissions and develop the network of terminals and facilities 

that will allow for the use of alternative fuels like LNG. And 

forty projects in that environmental category are ready, from 

the development of scrubbers – catalytic mufflers on ships – to 

units powered by electricity. “We have already committed 

almost the entirety of the funds set aside,” Wojciech Sopinski explained. Mr Sopinski is advisor to Mr Brian 

Simpson, the EU coordinator of Motorways of the Sea. 

And it was those two representatives from Brussels who officially opened the work of the conference in 

Trieste, which was organised by The MediTelegraph, the Port System Authority of Trieste and the Region of 

Friuli-Venezia Giulia, on the development of the European transport networks, and therefore also of short 

sea shipping. 

The other two pillars indicated by Brussels are based on the integration of the logistical chain – Europe 

promises almost €400 million – and on safety, with investments worth nearly a billion euros: “We are 

doubling down on safety on board ship and at the terminals,” Sopinski added. Certainly, the budget for the 

two-year period 2016-2017 has been “reduced: in total there is 100 million, while in 2015 it was 280 million 

and in 2014 we reached 350 million,” he explained. Trieste is the European gateway port for traffic, namely 

RO/RO ships, headed to Germany from Turkey. 

But these volumes of traffic are not only important for Trieste and for the “bridge” across the Adriatic, “but 

rather they are essential for Italy as a whole: semi-trailer traffic is still considered second class, but this 

judgement is mistaken: last year the volume of trailers exceeded containers for the first time,” Zeno 

D’Agostino, the President of Trieste’s Port Authority pointed out. 

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
http://www.onthemosway.eu/


 
www.onthemosway.eu                              info@onthemosway.eu 

      

6 
 

www.onthemosway.eu 

It means that there are fewer lorries on roads across much of Europe, since they have embarked on ships 

instead – RO/RO ships – rather than make the entire journey by land. And after the ships’ arrival in port, the 

green voyage continues: “We handle 7,700 trains per year,” D’Agostino continues, “we increased the 

proportion of goods that travel by rail by 28% in the last year alone. In two years, we have increased it by 

68%.” Some terminals in Trieste have a rail freight rate over 80%. “Let me say even more: based on this 

aspect of our traffic, our rail freight rate plus the results from Koper, we could have a better result than 

Rotterdam.” Trieste already feels it is a competitor to the Northern Range ports, but it needs an alliance with 

Koper: “We must seek collaboration with them. Of course, it is complicated when the rules and the units of 

measurement are different in our two ports. But we must find synergy, and with Rijeka, as well. We’ll get 

there,” said Regional President Debora Serracchiani. 

This is how Trieste is preparing for the future: “We already have it laid out,” D’Agostino said, “with the 

connection to Servola in 2018 we will reach a capacity of almost 800,000 TEU, in 2020 there will be further 

investments and the capacity will reach 1.2 million TEU. Our goal is to reach two million TEU capacity on our 

rail infrastructure by 2025.” 

 

Source: The Medi Telegraph 

Link: http://bit.ly/2rxcvt9 

  

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
http://www.onthemosway.eu/
http://bit.ly/2rxcvt9
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Mr Sopinski @ “Motorways of the Sea – The Maritime 

Dimension of the TEN-T Network” in Trieste 

Keywords: Mr Wojciech Sopinski, Adviser to EU Coordiantor for MoS, Motorways of the Sea, TEN-T Networks, 

Trieste 

“At the moment 40 actions are ongoing (26 projects dedicated to environmental 

protection and new green fuels; 9 projects dedicated to the logistics and 5 

projects dedicated to human element). These actions are covered by the EU 

financing of 359 millions of euros plus 965 millions of euros of induced 

investment“ said Mr Wojciech Sopinski, Adviser to EU Coordinator for MoS at the  

“Motorways of the Sea – The Maritime Dimension of the TEN-T Network – Ports 

and logistic chain innovation for transport connectivity” held in Trieste on 28th of 

March. 

The Meditelegraph with On the MoS Way, the Port System Authority of the Eastern Adriatic Sea and the 

Friuli Venezia Giulia Region organized the event. 

Here the video of Mr Wojciech speech 

Have a good vision!!! 

 

Source: On the MoS Way 

Link: http://bit.ly/2o6qAIu 

  

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
http://www.onthemosway.eu/
http://www.onthemosway.eu/mr-wojciech-sopinski-motorways-of-the-sea-forum-in-trieste/
http://bit.ly/2o6qAIu
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RAM hosted the “Adriatic-Ionian Logistic Corridor“ 

Conference at Transport Logistic 2017 in Munich 

Keywords: Transport Logistic 2017, RAM Spa, Adriatic-Ionian Logistic Corridor, CEF programme, Adriatic-

Ionian Logistic Corridor, Mr. Konstatinos Grinias, coordinator of the ADRI-UP project, MoS Detailed 

Implementation Plan 

On Wednesday, 10th May 2017, in the framework of Transport Logistic 

2017 in Munich, RAM hosted the “Adriatic-Ionian Logistic 

Corridor” Conference aimed at presenting to an international audience of 

private and public stakeholders, the CEF-cofinanced ADRI-UP Project and 

its contribution towards the improvement of Motorways of the Sea 

services along the Adriatic-Ionian corridor in the eastern Mediterranean 

basin. 

Transport Logistic is among the world’s largest sector fairs and it offers the optimal scenario for 

disseminating the ADRI-UP objectives, as it gathers sector stakeholders from all over the world, but 

specifically from central and northern Europe, which represents the main catchment area for freight traffic 

moving along the Adriatic-Ionian corridor. In that context, RAM hosted an open public conference, 

presenting the ADRI-UP project and its main objectives to the qualified audience attending the fair. The 

project, through the planned infrastructure upgrading in the Ports of Ancona, Trieste, Igoumenitsa and their 

respective inland terminals, aims at increasing port capacity and improving the connectivity between the 

main Adriatic-Ionian logistics hubs linking four out of the nine core corridors of the TEN-T network: Scan-

Med, Bac, Med and Orient-East Med.The planned interventions will make the connections between the 

ports and their respective hinterland more efficient, thus fostering the concentration of freight and 

passenger traffic along the Adriatic-Ionian corridor, which is among the most used for freight traffic within 

the eastern Mediterranean area,but still under capacity, though. 

The conference was moderated by Mr. Konstatinos Grinias, coordinator of the ADRI-UP project, and the 

panellists, representing both institutional and business sectors, illustrated their expectations and plans 

toward the improvement of the Adriatic-Ionian logistics corridor, through the smoothly integration of 

maritime transport into a more efficient and sustainable intermodal logistics chain. 

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
http://www.onthemosway.eu/
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During the first session of the conference, Mr. Alexio Picco, Managing Director of Circle Touch and advisor 

to the EU MoS Coordinator Mr. Simpson, illustrated the main objectives of the EU transport policy in the 

maritime sector, in particular with regard to the finalization of the MoS Detailed Implementation Plan and 

the financial opportunities offered in the MoS priority of the CEF Transport Programme, as well as the results 

achieved by some relevant Actions already selected for funding in the previous CEF Transport calls (e.g. 

Fresh Food Corridors Action). 

Later on, Mr. Prof. Francesco Benevolo, Managing Director of RAM focused the attention to the EU 

Macroregional Strategy for the Adriatic-Ionian Region (EUSAIR), supporting the economic and social 

development of the area and exploited the synergies between EUSAIR and ADRI-UP. The first session of the 

conference was then concluded by Konstantin Grinias, who illustrated more in depth the ADRI-UP actions, 

including: the construction of the Igoumenitsa Freight Village and of the road link between IFV and the 

Egnatia-Odos highway; the technical studies for the upgrading of railway infrastructure and for the new 

Ro/Pax terminal in the Port of Ancona; the restructuring of Pier VI in the Port of Trieste and the railways 

connection upgrade of Interporto di Trieste. 

In the second part of the conference, an effective dialogue took place during a round table between private 

operators and the representatives of the Port Authorities and logistic nodes involved in the ADRI-UP 

project . More specifically, Mr. Zeno D’Agostino, President of the Eastern Adriatic Port System Authority, Mr. 

Guido Vettorel, Representative of the Central Adriatic Port System Authority and Ms. Shirin 

Mahdavi from Interporto di Trieste, illustrated their development plans and strategies, including the 

investments foreseen in the ADRI UP Action. Mr. Nunzio Savarese of Grimaldi Group, 

Mr. Spyridon  Paschalis, Managing Director of Superfast Ferries as well as Mr. Armin Riedl, CEO 

of Kombiverkehr, illustrated the main maritime and intermodal services provided in the area, highlighting the 

strategic importance and the positive traffic forecasts within the Region. To this regard, in order to enhance 

the Adriatic Ionian basin role as main entry/exit gateway area in the Mediterranean Sea, serving northern 

and central European markets, the participants agreed on the need to cooperate among private and public 

actors, as well as to foster railway connections in the logistic nodes. 

During the 4-day exhibition in Munich, the project also had its own booth in the exhibition hall where 

dissemination activity was carried out among the fair visitors, offering individual insight moments on the 

project’s activities. 

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
http://www.onthemosway.eu/
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Source: On the MoS Way 

Link: http://bit.ly/2rfcSaM 
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Innovation and digitalization of the logistic chain: Fresh Food 

Corridors as flagship project 

Keywords: Munich Transport Logistic Fair, biggest International Exhibition for Logistics, Mobility, IT and 

Supply Chain Management, ICT Corridor Management Platform, Fresh Food Corridors, CEF programme, 

“reefer” transport 

The Munich Transport Logistic Fair, that took 

place from 9th to 12th of May 2017, is one of the 

biggest International Exhibition for Logistics, 

Mobility, IT and Supply Chain Management. This 

year more than 60,000 visitors from 120 countries 

and 2,162 exhibitors from 62 countries attended 

the event. 

Innovation and digital revolution were the most discussed topics, has declared Stefan Rummel, Managing 

Director of Messe München adding: “networking—digital and across all borders—was the dominant theme 

at transport logistic 2017. International exchange of goods, knowledge and ideas is an essential factor in 

prosperity and this means that logistics is and will continue to be a key factor in modern economies”. 

To this regard, innovation and new technologies are important topics also addressed by Fresh Food 

Corridors. 

The project foresees several innovative elements for the improvement of goods traffic flows in the agri-

food sector, such as the implementation of an ICT Corridor Management Platform acting as single window 

device overcoming administrative and customs bottlenecks, the full involvement of the logistic operators 

from third countries in the Mediterranean region and the testing of a new technology based on an 

innovative system for power supply for reefer containers for the transportation of perishable goods. As a 

matter of fact, by using new technologies and shifting traffic from road to rail it will be possible to contribute 

for a more sustainable and efficient logistic chains. 

In this framework, Fresh Food Corridors has been presented to the Transport and Logistics Fair where a 

dedicated stand has been set up in order to attract as much visitors as possible. During the Fair, the project 

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
http://www.onthemosway.eu/
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outcomes and the CEF co-financing aid have been disseminated among visitors, replying with a considerable 

interest on the issues addressed by the Action. 

The fair was also an important opportunity for the FFC partners that have organized B2Bs meeting with the 

aim to promote new business opportunities on “reefer” transport improving sustainable intermodal freight 

services. 

 

Source: On the MoS Way 

Link: http://bit.ly/2s6InC4 

  

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
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Poseidon Med II participated at the AII & EUSAIR Round Table 

discussion on Transport & Energy Connections 

Keywords: Poseidon Med II, CEF programme, LNG, transport and energy connection, Revithoussa terminal, 

EUSAIR  

LNG Bunkering and Small-Scale LNG initiatives were highlighted 

by Poseidon Med II delegates at the Round Table discussion on 

Transport & Energy Connections, which was co-organised by 

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Environment & Energy and Ministry of Transport & 

Infrastructures. The meeting took place at the premises of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on 29th March 

2017, under the Greek chairmanship of the Adriatic-Ionian Initiative (AII), which is also co-chairing the EU 

Strategy for the Adriatic and Ionian Region (EUSAIR) Governing Board along with the European Commission. 

Developing infrastructures for the deployment of LNG for marine and road transportation, was on the 

agenda. 

Specific emphasis was given to the Poseidon Med II approach, focusing on the project work on regulatory 

framework, funding and investment schemes, risk assessment methodologies and safety aspects, port 

studies and ship designs. Additionally, the shipping industry perspective towards LNG choice and the 

competitive advantage of Revithoussa terminal on the developing small scale LNG supply chain in the 

region were also highlighted. 

The meeting offered a platform of knowledge exchange and discussion among high-level officials and key 

stakeholders from the participating countries in Adriatic-Ionian Initiative. The correlation between the 

Action Plan of EUSAIR and Poseidon Med II project, as well as the benefits that will occur for the region 

from Poseidon Med II successful implementation, may raise Poseidon MED II, among the credible regional 

projects and a reliable partner of the Adriatic-Ionian Initiative. 

Poseidon Med II activities regarding small scale LNG facilities, as part of the already established large scale 

LNG network of Greece, actively contribute to the regional connection, one of EUSAIR’s main pillars, while 

promoting security of supply. 

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
http://www.onthemosway.eu/
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The meeting has set the base for cooperation between Poseidon Med II and key stakeholders, exploring 

synergies building and opportunities for best practices and policies exchange, defining the way forward. 

What is Poseidon Med II project? 

Poseidon Med II project is a practical roadmap which aims to bring about the wide adoption of LNG as a safe, 

environmentally efficient and viable alternative fuel for shipping and help the East Mediterranean marine 

transportation propel towards a low-carbon future. The project, which is co-funded by the European Union, 

involves three countries Greece, Italy and Cyprus, six European ports (Piraeus, Patras, Lemesos, Venice, 

Heraklion, Igoumenitsa) as well as the Revithoussa LNG terminal. The project brings together top experts 

from the marine, energy and financial sectors to design an integrated LNG value chain and establish a well-

functioning and sustainable LNG market. 

 

Source: On the MoS Way 

Link: http://bit.ly/2o2A6AB 

  

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
http://www.onthemosway.eu/
http://www.onthemosway.eu/poseidon-med-ii/
http://bit.ly/2o2A6AB


 
www.onthemosway.eu                              info@onthemosway.eu 

      

15 
 

www.onthemosway.eu 

Finnlines to lengthen four of its "Breeze series" vessels 

Keywords: "Breeze series" vessels, Finnlines, Remontowa S.A, energy consumption, Baltic and the North Sea, 

Motorways of the Sea 

Starting from September 2017, Finnlines will lengthen four of its "Breeze series" vessels, with an option of 

two additional vessels, the company said in its press release. This will increase vessel capacity around 1,000 

lane metres. Finnlines has signed a contract with Remontowa S.A. shipyard in Gdansk, Poland where the 

actual work will commence in mid-September 2017. The yard is committed to perform this work in less than 

two months for each vessel. 

The whole lengthening programme will be completed in May 2018. The close to 30% capacity increase will 

considerably reduce the energy consumption per transported unit compared to the original vessel. In 

other words, it will improve energy efficiency further and thus contribute more to reducing emissions. 

Remontowa S.A. shipyard is also involved in several other energy efficiency projects for MS Finneagle. The 

vessel is currently in Gdansk where inline hybrid scrubbers and new improved propeller blades are being 

installed. Furthermore, passenger capacity will be increased to 800 by building new passenger areas. The 

above investments will amount to approximately EUR 70 million. 

With one of the largest ro-ro and ro-pax fleets, Finnlines is the leading operator in the ro-ro and passenger 

transport in the Baltic and the North Sea, offering an extensive network of Motorways of the Sea between 

Belgium, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Spain, Sweden, the Netherlands, Poland, Great Britain and 

Russia. In synergy with the Grimaldi Group, the Finnish Company's services are connected to the entire 

Grimaldi network and to the US East Coast via Atlantic Container Line. Finnlines' passenger-freight vessels 

offer services from Finland to Germany and via the Åland Islands to Sweden as well as from Sweden to 

Germany. 

The Company has subsidiaries or sales offices in Germany, Belgium, Great Britain, Sweden, Denmark and 

Poland. In addition to sea transportation, the Company provides port services in Finland in Helsinki and 

Turku, which are the most important seaports in Finland. 

 

Source: Port News 

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
http://www.onthemosway.eu/
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Link: http://bit.ly/2rNXLFW 
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Euro 1 billion for transport infrastructure 

Keywords: EU Commission, transport projects, Connecting Europe Facility-Transport, European Fund for 

Strategic Investments, EU Transport Commissioner Violeta Bulc, European Maritime Strategy, ECSA, shipping 

industry, The International Chamber of Shipping, one belt one road (OBOR) programme 

The Commission has set two deadlines in 2017 for the submission of proposals for transport projects in 

the EU. The first deadline is 14 July 2017 and the second is 30 November 2017. The funding will come from 

the Connecting Europe Facility-Transport and will bring together public and private funding and the Junker 

European Fund for Strategic Investments. The Commission considers that projects must be clean, connected 

and competitive and be along the Trans- European Transport Network. Details can be found on the 

European Commission Website under Mobility and Transport. 

Setting Sail for 2017 

EU Transport Commissioner Violeta Bulc has made 2017 the European Maritime year and the Commission 

is preparing a European Maritime Strategy. On 8 December, the European Community Shipowners’ 

Association, ECSA, set out its vision for the strategy. ECSA pointed out the short sea shipping has been 

decreasing since 2006 and has made five proposals as to how this could be reversed. Key to the reversal is 

the completion of the single market for shipping. The main problem is that goods shipped between Union 

ports can lose EU status during transport. This gives a strong advantage to road transport. ECSA also calls for 

quicker adoption of international conventions and hopes that the EU can take a global transport leadership 

role. Finally, ECSA has five proposals on lifelong careers in the shipping industry. In all ECSA makes 16 + 1 

concrete proposals. 

CO2 and Shipping 

The International Chamber of Shipping representing more than 80% of merchant shipping is concerned 

about a European Parliament vote to include maritime transport within the EU’s carbon emission control 

system, the emission trading system. The Chamber considers that a regional approach could distort 

competition and the better approach is to address the problem in the IMO which has a mandate to address 

the issue. The Parliament on the other hand considers that without a push from the EU nothing will be done 

and uses the airline sector as an example. The call by the ECSA to implement international agreements must 

be seen in this light. 

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
http://www.onthemosway.eu/
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China invests in high-speed train link between Hungary and Serbia 

The European Commission is investigating whether EU procurement rules have been respected in relation to 

the planned high speed rail link between Belgrade and Budapest. The US$ 2.9 billion project to upgrade the 

350 km rail link is being financed by China and is part of the one belt one road (OBOR) programme. The link 

is part of the Land Sea Express and is to link Hungary to the Chinese port of Pireaus. Concerns have already 

been expressed that the OBOR programme is based on the idea that only Chinese companies and technology 

can partake in these projects. The Commission is investigating the Hungarian part of the project which has 

been granted to the State-owned China Railway International Corporation and is financed by the Export-

Import Bank of China, another State-owned entity. 

EU Commission looks at Maersk and Hamburg Sud 

The EU Commission is expected to give its initial views on the proposed take-over by Maersk of Hamburg 

Sud by the end of March 2017. The deal was submitted for approval in mid-February. Approval often comes 

down to the maintenance of competition on specific routes. Thus, it may be that Maersk would have to give 

up certain routes or pull out of certain shipping alliances. 

Is China a Market Economy? 

The Commission says no and thus has proposed new methodologies for calculating dumping duties on 

products originating in China. China says yes and argues that the current EU dumping rules are in breach of 

the WTO’s anti-dumping rules and that the new proposed methodology is also in breach of the same rules. 

The Commission proposal has now been submitted to the Parliament and the Council for adoption. Currently 

about 1.8% of trade into the EU from China is affected by measures to counter unfair trading practices. If the 

new rules are adopted this figure could decrease. If the new rules are tightened it could increase this figure. 

A final decision is expected for the Autumn of 2017. 

 

Source: Lexology 

Link: http://bit.ly/2rczruT 
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Critical infrastructure identified for future of the West 

Keywords: Galway City Outer Bypass, Western Rail Corridor, ‘Ireland 2040: National Planning Framework’, 

Northern and Western Regional Assembly (NWRA), ‘TEN-T’ high quality road standard 

The construction of the Galway City Outer Bypass, a high-

quality road and rail network from Galway to Derry and the re-

opening of the Western Rail Corridor have all been identified as 

critical infrastructure for the development of the Western 

region. 

In a submission to Government on the ‘Ireland 2040: National 

Planning Framework’, the Northern and Western Regional 

Assembly (NWRA) has also identified the city regions of Galway, Sligo and Letterkenny-Derry as critical 

development areas for future population growth. 

The Framework is a national policy being drafted which will attempt to map out the country’s population 

growth over the next 25 years. 

The NWRA said the development of the Atlantic Economic Corridor from Galway to Derry, to a ‘TEN-T’ high 

quality road standard. A ‘TEN-T’ is a trans-European Transport network standard which comprises roads, 

railway lines and terminals and ports. 

“This will ensure improved access to the city regions, but also to Ireland West International Airport,” the 

submission reads. 

The submission – prepared as a ‘look back’ at the country from the years 2028 and 2040 – adds that the 

Galway-Derry is “critical” to achieving ongoing development in the Northern and Western regions. 

“The Assembly demonstrate the critical need to underpin the long-term development of the region through 

the provision of key infrastructure including upgrading the N4 (and N5 from Westport to N17), the N2/A5 

(which runs from Dublin, through Tyrone and Derry), the Galway City Ring Road and the N17/N15 Atlantic 

Corridor network,” the submission reads. 

It adds that the unused Western Rail Corridor must remain in public ownership to ensure it can re-open to 

deal with freight requirements and the potential impact of Brexit. 
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“The long-term feasibility of extension of existing rail services from Galway up to Sligo must remain an open 

option subject to appropriate consideration. This also applies to the movement of rail freight across the 

region and island generally. 

“Therefore, retaining existing and under-used networks in public ownership must remain a policy priority for 

the long term. 

“There is an existing unutilised but in care railway line from Galway up to Colloney taking in Tuam, 

Claremorris and Tubbercurry and other smaller towns and villages which runs in close proximity to Ireland 

West Airport Knock. There has been a long-standing campaign to re-open this line as well as a campaign to 

use the line as a part of a long distance off-road cycle/walkway. 

“The need for the long-term to protect the rail alignments from Galway to Sligo is critical. As freight develops 

and with the potential impact of Brexit on the existing key export ports on the island the country needs to 

retain options for re-configuring freight movements out of other developing ports such as Shannon/Foynes 

and Galway. 

“The relevant Development Plans in Galway, Mayo and Sligo acknowledge the need to preserve the line for 

future potential development for rail purposes. The retention of existing and underused alignments in public 

ownership should be a priority, as this cross-radial rail corridor has the capacity to deliver sustainable 

transport options proximate to the Atlantic Economic Corridor,” the submission reads. 

Its future vision also identifies Galway and Killybegs Ports as the “jewels in the crown in the northern 

European cruise markets with a continuous flow of adventure-based and general tourism cruise offerings”. 

The report also identifies stumbling blocks to the future prosperity of Galway City – one of the three urban 

centres which it has earmarked for expansion in population and capable of creating new employment. 

“The Galway City region has been the urban success story within the NWRA region in recent times and has 

continued to grow in the last 15 years, with its population scheduled to pass 100,000 shortly beyond 2020 if 

the current rate of growth continues in the coming years. 

“Galway can continue to grow and prosper, however, there are a number of key barriers which must be 

addressed to enable this, which include: the timely advancement of the Galway Port project; the 

implementation of the Galway City Transport Strategy; the Galway City Ring Road; additional wastewater 

infrastructure. 
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“The opening of the M17/18 from Gort to Tuam will have a significant and positive impact in accessing into 

Shannon and Limerick from Galway and South Mayo, but there remains considerable necessity to advance 

critical road-based provision if the expectations of the Atlantic Economic Corridor are to be achieved,” the 

submission reads. 

 

Source: Connacht Tribune 

Link: http://bit.ly/2rfqF1d 
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EU-Armenia economic cooperation can effectively foster 

growth and stability in region – Nalbandian 

Keywords: EU-Armenia economic cooperation, TEN-T Network, European Investment Bank, transport 

communications 

EU-Armenia economic cooperation can effectively foster 

growth and stability in the region at large, Edward Nalbandian, 

Armenian foreign minister, said Wednesday in Warsaw at an EU 

Eastern Partnership foreign-ministerial meeting. 

 

«It is essential that we consider the notion of connectivity in a 

broader context, not only among EU and EaP countries but also 

between different integration formats,» he said. 

Nalbandian said that on March 21st Armenia and the EU have initialed the Comprehensive and Enhanced 

Partnership Agreement that will reflect the depth and essence of our relations and set new guidelines for 

enhanced partnership. 

«Interconnectivity occupies a solid place in the Framework Agreement, as well as in the Armenia-EU 

Partnership Priorities for 2017-2020, underlining its importance not only for the bilateral relations, but also 

in the context of the regional cooperation,» he said.  

«Together with the EU and other partners, we are involved in different interconnectivity projects,» 

Nalbandian said. «We welcome the decision to extend the Trans-European Transport Network to the Eastern 

Partners. Last year, Armenian and Georgian principal highways were included as core connections on the 

comprehensive network of TEN-T maps.» 

Nalbandian pointed out the Armenia-EU negotiations that started a month ago to conclude the Common 

Aviation Area Agreement as another good example. 

 

«The European Union, through the European Investment Bank, contributes to the realization of the one of 
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Armenia’s strategic projects – the construction of the North-South road corridor that crosses the country 

with 556 km-long modern highway,» he said.  

«The recent modernization of Armenia-Georgia border crossing points with the support of the European 

Union is a practical step towards implementation of the Eastern Partnership Integrated Border Management 

Initiative. It provides more efficient capacities for increased volumes of transit and trade. 

Interconnectivity does not limit only to transport communications. The European Union through the 

Neighborhood Investment Facility has contributed to the construction of a new Armenia-Georgia high-

voltage transmission lines.» 

 

Source: Arka New Agency 

Link: http://bit.ly/2qyK5tU 
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Energy Union: EU invests €22.1 million supporting synergies 

between transport and energy sectors 

Keywords: EU Member state, European Commission, CEF programme, Energy, European Transport, INEA, 

Motorways of the Sea 

EU Member States approved the Commission's proposal to invest €22.1 million in seven actions that will 

help develop sustainable and efficient transport and energy infrastructure. They will receive funding from 

the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF), one of the key funding instruments of the EU's Energy Union strategy 

to promote growth, jobs and competitiveness through targeted infrastructure investment at European level. 

Transport Commissioner Violeta Bulc said: "European Transport still depends on oil for 94% of its energy 

needs. That is why the EU is investing in seven projects to speed up the deployment of alternative energy 

sources, with a special focus on electrification and multimodal transport." Climate Action and Energy 

Commissioner Miguel Arias Cañete added: "Enabling synergies between the transport and energy sectors will 

enhance the effectiveness of EU funding and will contribute to the further integration of the internal energy 

market. The successful conclusion of the first CEF synergy call is yet another milestone in the achievement of 

our long-term decarbonisation objectives". Four of the selected actions refer to the transport 

priorities "motorways of the sea", "maritime ports" and "multimodal transport modes" with emphasis on 

the gas sector (EU funding of €8.8 million), two are in the electricity sector addressing roads and multimodal 

transport modes (EU funding of €12.3 million) and one relates to smart grids, focusing on railway transport 

(EU funding of €1 million). More information is available here as well as the list of selected actions. More 

information about Connecting Europe Facility via the Innovation & Networks Executive Agency (INEA). 

 

Source: Daily News 

Link: http://bit.ly/2s6G3uC 
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Europe: new €75 million loan set to boost port of Barcelona 

capacity 

Keywords: European Investment Bank (EIB), Investment Plan for Europe, transport connections, 

intermodality, ZAL Port project 

The European Investment Bank (EIB) loan facility, guaranteed by the Investment Plan for Europe, will be 

used to expand logistics facilities at ZAL Port to around one million cubic metres. 

In addition to improving transport connections and increasing competitiveness, the two-year project will 

also tackle climate change by promoting intermodality. This, in turn, will facilitate a reduction in road 

transport emissions. 

Commenting on the provision of the loan, Europe’s Commissioner for Transport Violeta Bulc said: 

‘Upgrading our transport infrastructure along the Trans-European transport network requires significant and 

sustained investment so that it is capable of meeting future environmental and economic demands. This is 

where the Investment Plan for Europe can play an important role. I am delighted that, with this agreement, 

the European Commission is supporting crucial upgrades to a port facility that is strategically important for 

the EU.’ 

Alfonso Martínez, Director General of CILSA, also emphasised the importance of the financing for the port’s 

development: ‘This new EIB backing for the ZAL Port project will enable us to carry out 100% of our 

development plans for the next four years, turning us into the benchmark logistics zone of the 

Mediterranean.’ 

 

Source: Bunkerspot 

Link: http://bit.ly/2rftXRN 
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Venice grows with Grimaldi 

Keywords: Port of Venice, Grimaldi Group, Motorways of the Sea, Greek Port of Patras 

In a presentation at the transport logistic exhibition in Munich 

last week, the Port of Venice celebrated its successful 

cooperation with the Grimaldi Group, now operating five 

departures a week to Greece and one weekly departure to the 

Near East as part of the growing partnership. 

Two years ago  the two companies launched a new ro-ro service 

from Venice to the Greek Port of Patras, operating three 

departures per week. 

"Only two years ago on this occasion we announced the entry of the Port of Venice into the Grimaldi Group's 

'Motorways of the Sea' network with the launch of the service to Patras," said Guido Grimaldi, corporate 

short sea shipping commercial director of the shipping group, adding that the two partners have since 

extended and enriched the services offered. 

During the exhibition in Germany, the Port of Venice and Grimaldi also announced plans to explore the 

establishment of a shuttle service to connect the Verona rail freight terminal to the Venice Ro-Port terminal, 

which they claim would create a real bridge between Greece and the Balkans. 

Pino Musolino, president of the North Adriatic Sea Port Authority, explained that cargo carried on the 

Grimaldi services grew by 30 percent year-on-year in 2016 and the Port of Venice is also forecasting double-

digit growth for 2017. 

 

Source: Heavy Lift 

Link: http://bit.ly/2s72hNl 
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BSEC summit ends with adoption of Istanbul Declaration 

Keywords: Organization of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation (BSEC), Black Sea Ring Highway and the 

Motorways of the Sea 

A declaration was adopted following the 25th 

anniversary summit of the Organization of the Black Sea 

Economic Cooperation (BSEC) in Istanbul May 22. 

Heads of state and government of BSEC member 

countries stated in the declaration that they stand 

against all forms and manifestations of terrorism whatever its source, motivation or purpose and will 

continue to do their part in the international solidarity and fight against terrorism. 

 “We share a common vision to develop our cooperation with a more project and result-oriented approach 

in the fields of agriculture and agro-industry, banking and finance, combating organized crime, customs 

matters, education, emergency assistance, energy, environmental protection, healthcare and 

pharmaceutics, information and communication technologies, institutional renewal and good governance, 

science and technology, SMEs, tourism, culture, trade and economic development and transport,” said the 

declaration. 

Noting that shipping is indispensable for trade, economic cooperation and tourism in the Black Sea region, 

the declaration encourages efforts to provide additional, safe and secure maritime transport options to the 

existing and future flows between the BSEC Member States, Europe and Asia, and to facilitate participation 

of national economies of BSEC Member States in the global economy. 

 “We attach high importance to the safety and security of navigation in the Black Sea region in accordance 

with relevant international rules and regulations. 12. We believe that, effective implementation of concrete 

joint transport infrastructure projects such as the Black Sea Ring Highway and the Motorways of the Sea in 

the BSEC Region, will contribute to increasing intra-BSEC trade, tourism and transport investments, as well as 

to the success of BSEC,” the document said.  

 

Source: Apa 
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Link: http://bit.ly/2s6WeYY 
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How can shipowners best deal with tighter IMO sulfur limits 

post-2020? 

Keywords: International Maritime Organization, regular bunkering ports, shipowners, limits post-2020 

At the risk of stating the obvious, shipowners are in a tight spot. 

The International Maritime Organization has left them with just over three 

years to choose between a sharp rise in fuel bills with no guarantee of 

consistent quality, a huge up-front capital cost for a scrubber or a new ship, or 

the legal risk of ignoring the sulfur cap and hoping the law doesn’t catch up with 

them. 

And hanging over everyone is the possibility of the status quo being upended again in a few years as 

regulators turn to addressing other types of emissions. 

Shipowners will first need to have a clear view of their finances, to see if they can access the credit for a 

scrubber, or whether they’ll be a position to take a cut in profits from higher fuel bills in 2020 – or pass the 

cost on to their customers. 

They’ll then need to assess the routes their vessels travel on, and talk to suppliers at their regular bunkering 

ports about the likely availability and price of their preferred fuel. 

They’ll need to take a view on whether non-compliance will be an option for them under certain 

circumstances, and think about the potential reaction from their investors, clients, regulators in their home 

country and the general public if they get caught. 

And they’ll need to look at what their competitors are doing – those who find the least painful method of 

coping with the sulfur cap will be able to offer the lowest freight rates, and take market share from rivals. 

For many shipowners the process of making this choice will be a miserable experience, coming as it does at a 

time of prolonged stress on the finances of much of the industry. 

But the upside that rarely gets discussed in shipping circles is the improvements we’re likely to see in the 

environment in the coming years as a result – pollution campaigners estimate as many as 200,000 

premature deaths may have been avoided by pushing on with the change in 2020. 
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The process of weaning the shipping industry off a cheap fuel 3,500 times more sulfurous than road diesel 

was always going to be problematic, but it was an inevitable change that will be welcomed by many. 

 

Source: Hellenic Shipping News 

Link: http://bit.ly/2s6ORAE 
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European Bank Signs for a Green Shipping Deal 

Keywords: European Union, European Fund for Strategic Investments (EFSI), Bei (European Bank of 

Investments) 

The European Union, has moved the first steps, with the 

object of improve the shipyard segment. Jaen- Pierre 

Jucker as communicated an agreement thanks the 

collaboration between Bei (European Bank of 

Investments) and the European Fund for Strategic 

Investments (EFSI) with the Abn Amro an important 

Holland Bank. 

The project as the aim of founding and give loans for a 

total of 150 billions, fixing the old vessels and making new, with new green tools of propulsion in a vision of 

complying with the European sustainability standards. 

Daphne de Kluis, CEO Commercial Clients ABN AMRO added: “We are very happy we can support the 

Juncker plan through this initiative. The EIB facility is an extra stimulus for ABN AMRO to stimulate our 

shipping clients to look for sustainable solutions. 

Sector risk bearing programme is meant for projects that will improve the environmental performance of 

transport vessels in terms of diminishing the emission of pollutants as well as increasing fuel efficiency. 

Projects should be proposed to the ABN Amro Bank and will be subject to their eligibility and risk acceptance 

criteria. 

 

Source: On the MoS Way 

Link:  http://bit.ly/2rO7Hzj 
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Kazakh transport, logistics and financial opportunities 

discussed at European Economic Congress 

Keywords: The IX European Economic Congress, transport, logistics, investment projects, priority issues of the 

European economy 

Kazakhstan presented May 10-12 its transport 

and logistics opportunities and discussed its 

potential to become a financial hub at the IX 

European Economic Congress in Katowice, 

Poland, Kazakhstan Temir Zholy (KTZ) press 

service reports. 

Kazakhstan’s delegation briefed the conference 

participants on the country’s transport infrastructure and the creation of favourable conditions for 

implementing logistics and investment projects. The conference sessions also discussed Kazakhstan’s 

development as a financial and logistics hub. 

“The transport and logistics infrastructure on the Kazakh-Chinese border at the Khorgos-Eastern Gate SEZ 

[special economic zone] and the Kazakh-Chinese terminal in the port of Lianyungang act as consolidation 

centres for cargo flows in the transport-logistics chain that connects the largest poles of Eurasia’s economy 

through Kazakhstan’s territory,” said Sergei Anashkin, executive director of KTZ Express, a subsidiary of KTZ 

national railway company. 

The Kazakh delegation, which also included the representatives of the Astana International Financial Centre 

(AIFC) and the Damu Business Development Fund, participated in the congress together with some 6,000 

delegates from African states, China, India, Japan, Vietnam and the states of the Arabian Peninsula. 

The event included debates on economy and public life, priority issues of the European economy, 

establishment of trade contacts and implementation of joint projects. 

As part of the congress, the Kazakh delegation met with Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Development 

and Finance of Poland Mateusz Morawiecki. The participation of Polish business circles in EXPO 2017, as well 

as cooperation in the transport and financial fields were discussed at the meeting. 
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Source: The Astana Times 

Link: http://bit.ly/2qzoqBA 
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