www.onthemosway.eu

info@onthemosway.eu

Motorways of the Sea - MoS Digest #24
31st of March 2017

Table of Contents
Mr Simpson attended at Blue Baltics kick-off ................................................................................................. 2
Welcome to the first edition of Motorways of the Sea – The Maritime dimension of TEN-T Network in
Trieste ........................................................................................................................................................... 3
The 3rd Fresh Food Corridors train has departed from the Port of Koper ....................................................... 4
Europe: Baltic Sea LNG Bunkering Network Makes Progress .......................................................................... 5
Minister David Jones addressed freight and transport industry leaders .......................................................... 6
IMO Secretary General Kitack Lim Inaugurates Panama Maritime XIII Conference ......................................... 8
Spain's government faces setback in reforming labor in ports ...................................................................... 10
Cosco reports February fall in containers handled in Piraeus........................................................................ 12
Investment to increase safety, comfort for the passengers and promote environment-friendly transport
modes ......................................................................................................................................................... 13
LNG bunkering infrastructure expanding in the Baltic ports ......................................................................... 14
BPO debate at the European Parliament focused on Baltic ports in the TEN-T network ................................ 16
TRIP report provides insight into EU transport security ................................................................................ 18

1
www.onthemosway.eu

www.onthemosway.eu

info@onthemosway.eu

Mr Simpson attended at Blue Baltics kick-off
Keywords: Brian Simpson OBE, EU coordinator for MoS, Motorways of the Sea, Blue Baltic, LNG,
Environmental protection, MoS pillars, CEF programme, EU projects
Brian Simpson OBE, EU Coordinator for Motorways of the Sea,
took part at the kick-off meeting of Blue Baltics MoS Project, cofunding within the EU programme Connecting Europe Facility.
Mr Simpson commented the project and its goals using these
words:
“Motorways of the Sea aim to provide green, viable and efficient
sea-based transport links that are well-integrated in the entire
EU transport chain and exploit the huge potential of maritime
transport as the backbone of EU’s internal and international
trade.
The Baltic Sea is one of the most heavily trafficked seas in the world, still when it comes to environment this
region is ahead of the global environmental regulations for shipping.
In this context, as the European Coordinator for Motorways of the Sea, I welcome the objectives of the Blue
Baltic project financed from the European budget thanks to Connecting Europe Facility.
I am convinced that the project will contribute to the implementation of the SECA and MARPOL regulations.
It funds the development of a LNG bunkering network in the sea ports of the Baltic Sea and I hope that it will
be a starting point for a more robust exploitation of LNG vessels in key Baltic bunkering locations.
Specifically in the Lithuanian context , the project has a potential to turn Klaipeda into a fully-fledged LNG
hub serving as gateway for the LNG supply chain in heavily trafficked but environmentally clean the Baltic
Sea Region.”

Source: On the MoS Way
Link: http://bit.ly/2nirrIv

2
www.onthemosway.eu

www.onthemosway.eu

info@onthemosway.eu

Welcome to the first edition of Motorways of the Sea – The
Maritime dimension of TEN-T Network in Trieste
MOTORWAYS OF THE SEA. THE MARITIME
DIMENSION OF TEN-T NETWORK.
Ports and Logistics Chain Innovation for Transport
Connectivity
Trieste, Maritime Station | 28th of March 2017
The MediTelegraph and On the MoS Way were
proud to announce the first edition of “Motorways of the Sea. The Maritime Dimension of TEN-T Network”,
that took place in Trieste on 28th of March 2017.
The Forum promoted by Friuli Venezia Giulia Region and Port System Authority of the Eastern Adriatic Sea
– Port of Trieste, represented a unique opportunity to have a discussion among Institutions and players of
the transport, shipping and infrastructure fields about Motorways of the Sea European Policies in the
presence of the most important representatives of the European Commission and Institutions.
Among the speakers: Brian Simpson, EU Coordinator for MoS; Debora Serracchiani, President of Friuli
Venezia Giulia Region, Francesco Benevolo, Director of RAM; Magnus Sundstrom, Project leader, STM
Validation; Alessandro Panaro, Head of Maritime & Mediterranean Economy Dept., SRM; Teresa Alvaro,
CIO, Italian Customs Agency; Zeno D’Agostino, President Port System Authority of the Eastern Adriatic
Sea, Francesco Maria di Majo, President Port System Authority of the North-Central Tyrrhenian Sea.

Source: On the MoS Way
Link: http://bit.ly/2mSUvrh
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The 3rd Fresh Food Corridors train has departed from the
Port of Koper
Keywords: CEF programme, Port of Koper, environmental protection, transport, food, EU projects,
Rotterdam, Marseille-Fos, Venice, reefer train
On the 18th of March 2017 the 3rd FFC train departed from the
Port of Koper to Rotterdam.
Till now in total during the 1st phase of the project there were 7
pilot trains with reefer containers destined for Rotterdam from
3 MED ports: Marseille-Fos, Venice and Koper. These trains
checked the logistic, market and operations concept of the
railway product in terms of full reefer train. They demonstrated
that such solution can achieve competitive results related to
transit times, quality and reliability of services as well as
environmental sustainably.
The key challenges in order to keep such product on the market remain associated to the costs, which are
depending on the back-load quantities and represent an essential factor for the service. The project
consortium has big expectations for the 2nd phase of the project, when pilot trains will test a new innovative
technology solution for cooling reefer containers on their transport route, offering also an improved ICT
support.

Source: On the MoS Way
Link: http://bit.ly/2nuQWXf
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Europe: Baltic Sea LNG Bunkering Network Makes Progress
Keywords: Motorways of the Sea, CEF programme, LNG, Baltic, EU project, Brian Simpson, EU coordinator for
MoS
Blue Baltics' project partners meet for the first time in Klaipėda for discussions to make LNG network fully
active by mid-2019.
The 'Blue Baltics' project partners met for the first time in Klaipėda on Tuesday to coordinate the rollout of
the Baltic Sea Region liquefied natural gas (LNG) infrastructure, said oil terminal operator Klaipėdos nafta
(KN).
'After meeting the partners, the progress achieved in the projects implemented by every country is evident,
and this LNG infrastructure network is planned to become fully active by mid-2019,' said Marius
Pulkauninkas, acting CEO of KN.
The Blue Baltics project, financed from KN's own and borrowed funds and EU support, aims to support
Klaipėda as a LNG hub interconnecting four states of the Baltic Sea Region into a single value chain.
The project includes German shipowner and manager Bernhard Schulte, energy firm Estonian Alexela
Energia, and the Klaipėda State Seaport Authority.
'I am convinced that the project will contribute to the implementation of the SECA (Sulphur Emission Control
Areas) and MARPOL (International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships) regulations,' notes
European Coordinator for the Motorways of the Sea (MoS) Brian Simpson.
'It funds the development of a LNG bunkering network in the sea ports of the Baltic Sea and I hope that it
will be a starting point for a more robust exploitation of LNG vessels in key Baltic bunkering locations.
'Specifically in the Lithuanian context, the project has a potential to turn Klaipeda into a fully-fledged LNG
hub serving as gateway for the LNG supply chain in heavily trafficked but environmentally clean the Baltic
Sea Region.'

Source: Bunkerspot
Link: http://bit.ly/2oCqo3L
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Minister David Jones addressed freight and transport industry
leaders
Keywords: European Union, David Jones, Freight Transport Association, EU transport markets, valuable
import and export, Great Repeal Bill
Minister for Exiting the European Union, David Jones,
spoke to global importers and exporters at the Freight
Transport Association (FTA) conference.
Speaking at the ‘Keep Britain Trading’ event in London,
DExEU Minister David Jones told industry experts that
the country will soon enter the next phase of our exit
from the European Union.
At the QEII Centre in Westminster, the Minister addressed some of the issues raised by delegates, including
the future of customs and tariff arrangements, access to EU transport markets and helping businesses
continue to attract skilled labour.
Minister for Exiting the European Union, David Jones, said:
We enter the negotiations with optimism, we do not seek a deal that would damage the valuable import
and export trade we share with our European partners.
Our trade with Europe is worth in excess of £134 billion to the UK and the government is committed to
protecting this great economic asset.
We will offer as much certainty to you as possible and avoid any kind of ‘cliff edge’ as we pursue a smooth
and orderly exit from the EU.
Freight Transport Association Deputy Chief Executive, James Hookham, said:
We are delighted to welcome Minister David Jones to today’s event that offers delegates across the freight
and logistics sector a unique forum to debate and examine the implications of leaving the EU for the
country’s continued business success.
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Britain has always been a trading nation, and our members are committed to supporting the Prime
Minister’s vision of a global Britain post-Brexit, with strong international trading relationships both inside
and outside the European Union.
The logistics industry is key to the future success of Britain’s new trading relationships, and we look
forward to working with government to establish seamless, frictionless cross-border trade with the EU and
the rest of the world, which will be vital to keep British business trading effectively.
The Minister ended his speech with reference to the forthcoming Great Repeal Bill, which will enable EU law
to be converted into domestic law. He explained that businesses will be able to continue trading in the
knowledge that the rules will not change significantly overnight and that it will then be for Parliament to
determine what changes will best serve the interests of the UK.

Source: Gov.uk
Link: http://bit.ly/2nnkfrV
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IMO Secretary General Kitack Lim Inaugurates Panama
Maritime XIII Conference
Keywords: International Maritime Organization, Panama Canal, bi-annual Conference-exhibition Panama
Maritime, protection of the marine environment, Agreement on Ballast Water Management
The bi-annual Conference-exhibition Panama Maritime,
this year in its 13th version, was inaugurated Sunday
March 12 by Mr Kitack Lim, IMO Secretary General, in
presence of Mr Alvaro Aleman, Minister of the Presidency
in representation of President Juan Carlos Varela,
international and local personalities of the maritime
industry.
Panama Maritime is held every two years and is organized
alternatively by the Panama Maritime Chamber and the Panamanian Maritime Law Association. This year
the Organizing Committee was presided by Panamanian Maritime Law Association represented by Lawyer
Flor Torrijos, from the Intermaritime Group who thanked the attendees for their presence at the event that
gathered around 300 delegates with some 30 exhibitors and important leaders of the maritime industry of
Panama and experts from more than 50 countries.
The IMO Secretary General offered a current vision of the maritime industry, its challenges and the new
regulations that will be implemented mainly for the protection of the marine environment and “to enhance
efficiency of maritime trade” while “listening to the needs of the maritime industry.” Mr Lim congratulated
Panama’s “great achievement in celebrating 100 years of the Ship Registry and the major contribution it
represents to the maritime sector.”
At the end of the opening ceremony, awards were made to relevant industry players, including Carnival
Cruise Line, Quinn Oil and the Panama Canal Administrator, Jorge Luis Quijano, who was chosen as the
“Maritime Personality of the Year”.
The Conference-Exhibition, the largest of its kind in Latin America, aims at bringing together players in the
maritime industry to find new and proactive solutions to the most important challenges facing the sector
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today and those projected in the future. The Conference that runs until Wednesday began with the
participation of Jorge Barakat, Minister of Maritime Affairs and Administrator of the Panama Maritime
Authority who gave an historic round-up on the centenary Panama Ship Registry and of Jorge L.Quijano,
Administrator of the Panama Canal Authority who explained the Canal performance post-expansion with
considerations on the shipping alliances.
The following days will see presentations on the LNG impact on the maritime industry, the implementation
of the Agreement on Ballast Water Management and the economic effects of the Canal expansion in the
maritime and logistics industry.

Source: Hellenic Shipping News
Link: http://bit.ly/2nnlxDf
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Spain's government faces setback in reforming labor in ports
Keywords: Reforming labor in ports, Spain, safety, security, European Court of Justice, labor market
"Spain's government has suffered a setback in its effort to liberalize its port operations, as required by the
European Union, after losing a key parliamentary vote on Thursday.
Negotiations with port operators and dockworkers' unions will now be the only chance for Prime Minister
Mariano Rajoy's cabinet to avoid hefty EU fines for not reining in restrictive labor practices in the industry.
The decree would have allowed companies to freely hire workers to load and unload cargo, ending a
decades-old practice of employing members of an association called Sagep.
The association is tasked with training more than 6,100 of its member workers. It also requires companies,
both domestic and foreign, to contribute funding.
Spain has accumulated 23 million euros ($24.7 million) in fines since a 2014 European Court of Justice
condemnatory ruling. A second ruling in the coming days could add a daily payment of 134,000 euro
(US$143,000) if the port's labor market is not liberalized.
The country's Minister of Public Works, Inigo de la Serna, blamed the Socialist and Ciudadanos (Citizens)
parties on Thursday for not supporting the government's reform.
"The pockets of our citizens will end up paying for their effort to lash out at the government," De la Serna
told reporters, referring to both opposition parties.
The country's dockworkers union said it was calling off a four-day strike planned to begin Friday to allow a
fresh round of talks with the government.
As the gateway for the country's 86 percent of imports and 60 percent of exports, Spain's cargo docks are a
key infrastructure for the country, which is trying to recover what it lost in years of economic recession.
Thursday's parliamentary result was also the first time since 1979 that opposition lawmakers in Spain were
able to knock down a government decree, which only needs a simple majority to pass.
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The defeat highlights the difficulties that Rajoy's conservative minority government faces to drum up
support in Parliament for passing a new budget. His cabinet is likely to approve a budgetary draft at the end
of March.
In a second round of elections last year, the ruling Popular Party won 137 of the 350 seats in the lower
house of Parliament. Only the opposition's abstention allowed Rajoy to form government in October,
putting an end to 10 months of frustrated inter-party negotiations.

Source: nzherald.co.nz
Link: http://bit.ly/2nztkyO
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Cosco reports February fall in containers handled in Piraeus
Keywords: Cosco, Piraeus, Greek, Piraeus Container Terminal
Cosco Group announced on Wednesday a 2.8 percent
increase in the number of containers handled by its
subsidiary in Piraeus (Piraeus Container Terminal) in
the first couple of months this year from the same
period in 2016. The total number of containers handled
came to 546,600, against 531,700 last year.
However, that increase is exclusively attributed to
January 2017, when container traffic had increased 12
percent year-on-year. In February container activity declined 5.4 percent to 264,800 containers, against
about 280,000 in February 2016.
That was the first monthly year-on-year drop since November 2015, when a decline of 4.2 percent from
November 2014 was recorded. The main reason for the drop seen last month was the fact that February had
28 days in 2017, against 29 days in 2016, which translates into the loss of 7,000-8,000 containers over one
day.
In 2016 container handling in Piraeus, the biggest port Cosco operates outside of China, recorded an all-time
high of 3.47 million units, up 14.4 percent on 2015 figures. In the period from 2007 to 2016 it grew by a total
of 167.7 percent.

Source: ekatimerini-com
Link: http://bit.ly/2ocJ25Q
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Investment to increase safety, comfort for the passengers
and promote environment-friendly transport modes
Keywords: European Commission, Cohesion Fund, Poland, transport, low-emission mobility, safety, TransEuropean Transport Network, Corina Crețu
The European Commission said on March 15 that over €121 million from the Cohesion Fund will be
invested in two major projects in Poland, which will improve connectivity in the country and encourage
the shift towards low-emission mobility.
The first one is a €30 million investment package to purchase 35 modern and energy-efficient trams for the
city of Cracow, serving the whole urban area. This investment will both increase safety and comfort for the
passengers and promote environment-friendly transport modes.
The second project is worth over €91 million and aims at completing the modernisation works on the section
between Warsaw and the town of Otwock, on the railway line 7 which links Warsaw to Lublin along the
comprehensive Trans-European Transport Network.
Works include the reconstruction of major infrastructure such as bridges and viaducts as well as the
construction of additional tracks to adjust to a heavier traffic of passengers and freight, reduce journey times
and improve safety. Railway stations will be renovated, notably to ease access for persons with reduced
mobility.
EU Regional Policy Commissioner Corina Crețu said that Cohesion Policy investments aim to boost regional
development by facilitating access to major European transport networks while encouraging citizens to leave
their cars at home and enjoy modern and clean public transport.

Source: neweurope.eu
Link: http://bit.ly/2of0NBA
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LNG bunkering infrastructure expanding in the Baltic ports
Keywords: Blue Baltics, LNG terminal in Klaipėda, LNG bunkering, Brian Simpson, the European Coordinator
for Motorways of the Sea, Klaipėda State Seaport Authority, NOx, LNG Hub within the Baltic region
March 14, 2017, marked the first meeting of the “Blue Baltics” project partners in Klaipėda. Klaipėdos nafta
(KN), operator of the floating LNG terminal in Klaipėda, is the main coordinator of the project. The Baltic
Ports Organization was also present, as a long standing supporter of LNG bunkering infrastructure
development in the Baltic Sea region.
Topics discussed at the meeting included infrastructure synchronization of the Baltic Sea region liquefied
natural gas (LNG), perspectives for future development and overall project progress. The gathering was
joined by Brian Simpson, the European Coordinator for Motorways of the Sea (MoS), who introduced the
political and financial support instruments available to the transport sector within the MoS framework.
Main objectives of the investments being part of the “Blue Baltics” project include the improvement of the
effectiveness of the transport sector, integration of services and creation of a cost-effective LNG supply
chain.
Promotion and support of LNG as fuel for shipping has a special meaning in the Baltic Sea region, with
various environmental regulations implemented in the area. It ensures not only SECA compliance, but also
the recently passed proposal to limit NOx emissions from ships in the Baltic Sea by introducing NOx Tier III
requirements.
One of the BPO members, the Klaipėda State Seaport Authority is among the project’s partners. The
initiative should enable a more effective use of the KN owned and operated Klaipėda’s LNG terminal capacity
and create more favorable conditions for LNG shipping development.
Other project partners include the German Bernhard Schulte GmbH & Co., KG, which is implementing the
LNG transport ship project, Estonian Alexela Energia AS, which is planning to develop the chain of LNG
filling stations for public, commercial, sea transport and outermost consumers from the gas network, and
the already mentioned Klaipėda State Seaport Authority, which is partly implementing the works of
adaptation of the KN operated jetty to LNG loading.
“Blue Baltics” is a project aiming at the promotion of sustainable shipping by means of developing and
establishing an LNG bunkering network in the Baltic Sea and corresponding European regions. Member
States involved in the project include Lithuania, Sweden, Estonia and Germany.
One of the project’s main goals is the development of a “Maritime LNG Mobile Multifunctional Refilling
Station – MMRS”, connecting the Floating Storage and Regasification Unit (FSRU) to the LNG Reloading
Station in Klaipėda in order to enable LNG bunkering operations. An upgrade of the LNG Reloading Station is
also planned. These actions will turn Klaipėda into the main LNG Hub within the Baltic region.
The project also includes plans to purchase 14 LNG containers, one mobile LNG/ CNG filling station and a
LNG/ CNG pumping station supplying a range of customers in Estonia.
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Estimated cost of the whole project is EUR 47,605,000.

Source: PortNews
Link: http://bit.ly/2mSGXvW
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BPO debate at the European Parliament focused on Baltic
ports in the TEN-T network
Keywords: the European Parliament, MEPs, Baltic Ports Organization (BPO), shipping, decarbonization and
circular economy, TEN-T network, EU economy, green solutions, Port Reception Facility directive, Connecting
Europe Facility (CEF), Transport Blending Call, ESPO
On March 22, 2017, members of the European Parliament (EP), policymakers as well as port
representatives and industry experts gathered in Brussels to take part in the annual lunch debate
organized by the Baltic Ports Organization (BPO) at the seat of the EP. BPO says this year’s discussion
focused on the place of the Baltic ports within the TEN-T network and its future outlook.
Merja Kyllönen, Member of the European Parliament and BPO’s liaison, hosting the debate, opened the
meeting and gave a short overview of what the EP is busy with right now with respect to transport issues.
She focused on emissions from shipping, decarbonization and circular economy.
Julian Skelnik, BPO Chairman, underlined the necessity of having the debates presenting the Baltic ports in
the EP, their role in the TEN-T network and importance for EU economy.
Bogdan Ołdakowski, BPO Secretary General, took over and set the stage for the discourse, outlining the
Baltic ports’ position on the current port market and in the TEN-T network in view of their role as a model
region for green solutions.
In her introductory speech MEP Merja Kyllönen, former transport minister of Finland, highlighted the
potential of circular economy in ports:
“Recently some of the biggest ports in Europe have been active with different circular economy initiatives in
their harbours. These initiatives are actually something really natural for ports given their function as
‘matchmakers’ and crossing-points for all kind of waste and industrial flows and act as logistical hubs for the
import and export of waste materials, which is why they are ideal places to further develop the circular
economy”.
Magda Kopczyńska, Director for Waterborne Transport at DG MOVE, presented a review of European
Commission’s policy agenda impacting the transport and port sector including a review of the Port
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Reception Facility directive, Brexit consequences, trade facilitation, digitalization of transport and a
discussion about global emission scheme and shipping.
She stated that the revision of the TEN-T Policy will take place in 2023, concluding that the EC is expecting a
constructive dialogue with industry organizations when working on the above policies as well as the TEN-T
Policy review.
Budgetary issues remained on the agenda with Wojciech Sopinski, Policy Officer at DG MOVE, taking the
floor to describe port development projects within the Motorways of the Sea (MoS) programme funded
through the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF). He underlined that almost all money has been already spent
within the recent financial period (2014-2020). However, there is still some possibility to get grants from the
CEF, including the recently opened Transport Blending Call.
Bogdan Ołdakowski, commenting on the topics surrounding the TEN-T policy and CEF, said:
“TEN-T policy has a big impact on ports. Apart from the recent CEF budget pool, there are two policy
processes that we are particularly interested in. Firstly, it is the EU budget for the next financing period and
for transport infrastructure in particular. Secondly, the TEN-T policy review ahead of us. We are glad to hear
that the EC is open to discuss these items with industry organizations. In our opinion it is important to
remember that maritime transport operates under stricter regulations regime in the Baltic compared to
other EU seas, creating uneven market conditions”.
The review of the TEN-T policy and questions surrounding the completion of the network are vital for the
future of the port sector. Isabelle Ryckbost, European Sea Ports Organisation’s (ESPO) Secretary General,
talked about the significance the review carries for the European ports and changes it brings to EU port
maps.
Matters touched upon in the above speeches were then presented from the ports’ point of view. Björn
Boström, CEO of the Port of Ystad and Chairman of the BPO Comprehensive Ports Group, commented on the
experiences with TEN-T Policy and CEF funding from a comprehensive port’s perspective.

Source: PortNews
Link: http://bit.ly/2nnD5zb
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TRIP report provides insight into EU transport security
Keywords: European Commission, Transport Research & Innovation Portal (TRIP), technology, safety,
security, transport systems
A new report from the European Commission funded Transport Research & Innovation Portal (TRIP) gives
fresh insight into transport security in Europe – highlighting priority areas for research and policy

According to the report, transport systems have always been subject to illicit acts against passengers,
freight, infrastructure and vehicles. Research into policy and the technology to safeguard infrastructure and
users is therefore critical to respond to emerging risks, such as cybercrime.

This latest theme analysis report from TRIP provides policy makers and researchers with examples of where
research in Europe is helping to improve security, reduce casualties and improve the resilience of passenger
transport. It focuses on six critical areas of transport security research: threat detection and prevention;
crisis management; cyber security, privacy and information and communications technology (ICT) systems;
staff security training; cargo security; and passenger security.

The report also identifies important areas and research gaps to focus future efforts. This includes ensuring
that developments in ICT are applied to transport security purposes and that effective security concepts are
transferred across multiple transport modes. For instance, the report highlights the potential for the
development of airport scanning technologies to counter threats and monitor security on board passenger
trains.

Gareth Horton, TRIP lead analyst said “From relatively minor criminal damage on the premises of transport
providers to major acts of piracy, hijacking and terrorism, enhancing transport security and reducing risk is a
perennial objective for the EU. I hope that the new report will help researchers and policy makers learn from
best practice and target the research gaps identified, enhancing the security and wellbeing of Europe and its
population.”
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Source: ITS International
Link: http://bit.ly/2olpXeZ
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