
 
www.onthemosway.eu                              info@onthemosway.eu 

      

1 
 

www.onthemosway.eu 

Motorways of the Sea - MoS Digest #22 

February 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

  

 

Table of Contents 

The illustrious keynote speech of Mr Simpson at BiLOG .................................................................................... 1 
Biennale della Logistica ended – more than 400 attendees ............................................................................... 3 
BPO meets with DG MOVE .................................................................................................................................. 4 
New Interferry CEO to make funding call at European Shipping Week .............................................................. 7 
The port of La Spezia at Fruit Logistica 2017 ....................................................................................................... 9 
TEN-T Motorways of the Sea ............................................................................................................................. 11 
Montenegro aims to connect to TEN-T transport network – govt.................................................................... 12 
European Commission calls for transport infrastructure proposals ................................................................. 14 
Feasibility study for Helsinki-Tallinn tunnel to wrap up this year ..................................................................... 16 
Furuno to deliver 43 STM systems .................................................................................................................... 18 
EU mobilises €1bn to push green transport investments ................................................................................. 19 
EU launches €1bn transport infrastructure fund .............................................................................................. 21 
The Port of Barcelona sets new record figures in foreign trade containers, vehicles and passengers ............. 23 
Debate At European Parliament: The Transport Sector And Opportunities For 2017 ...................................... 26 
 

The illustrious keynote speech of Mr Simpson at BiLOG 

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
http://www.onthemosway.eu/
https://www.facebook.com/On-The-MoS-Way-1013562952001238/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
https://twitter.com/OnTheMosWay?lang=it
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1ElX0_C3ATQIDpSh6h1A7A
https://www.linkedin.com/grp/home?gid=4445383&sort=POPULAR&trkInfo=clickedVertical:group,clickedEntityId:4445383,idx:2-1-2,tarId:1455187259061,tas:on+the+mos&trk=tyah


 
www.onthemosway.eu                              info@onthemosway.eu 

      

2 
 

www.onthemosway.eu 

 

Keywords: BiLOG, Piacenza Expo, Motorways of the Sea, Detailed Implementation Plan,  EU Coordinator for 

MoS, Maritime, Transport, Innovation, Green and Sustainable logistics 

Brian Simpson, the European Coordinator for Motorways of the 

Sea, gave a keynote speech at BiLOG Logistics and Maritime 

Forum in Piacenza. He spoke about the EU Transport policy in 

general and Motorways of the Sea policy in particular. 

He provided an overall picture on the development of transport 

core network corridors in the European Union and highlighted 

the important dimension of the Motorways of the Sea (MoS) 

policy, which is a horizontal TEN-T priority covering 329 core and comprehensive ports in Europe. 

MoS supports and finance actions aimed at assuring environmental sustainability of the shipping/ports 

sector, it invests in upgrade of maritime links thus connecting better core network corridors as well as other 

maritime regions in Europe. Lastly, it supports wider benefits actions such as development of maritime sea 

traffic management, better integration of logistics chains, development of ICT platforms along transport 

corridors, training and safety. 

 

Source: On the MoS Way 

Link: http://bit.ly/2lle1M5 
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Biennale della Logistica ended – more than 400 attendees 
 

Keywords: BiLOG, Piacenza Expo, Motorways of the Sea, Detailed Implementation Plan, EU Coordinator for 

MoS, Logistics, Transport, Innovation, EU Transport Policy, Green and sustainable logistics 

The first edition of BiLOG, promoted by the Municipality 

of Piacenza and the Eastern Liguria Sea Port Authority ended; 

during the two-day forum the expectations were exceeded 

thanks to the attendance of 400 operators of the Industry. This 

has been the result of BiLOG, the Forum of Logistics held in 

Piacenza. Brussels now is closer to the logistics operators of La 

Spezia-Piacenza. 

It was particularly significant the participation of strategic payers from Europe, as stressed by Alexio Picco, 

EU funds expert and Managing Director at Circle, co-organiser of BILOG together with Piacenza EXPO: “ The 

aim of connecting Brussels and Europe with the real needs of the logistics operators of La Spezia-Piacenza 

Corridor were reached, thanks to the prestigious and concrete participation of Mr Brian Simpson OBE - the 

EU Coordinator of Motorways of the Sea, Mr Wojciech Sopinski - adviser to the EU Coordinator of 

MoS and Mr José Anselmo - Former European Commission Principal advisor”. 

The initiative was created as a strategic moment for the territorial companies, which had the possibility of a 

direct dialogue with the people that shape the European transport policy and relative consequence. It was 

really appreciated the workshop titled: “How to boost your business with EU funding”. The workshop was 

dedicated to the EU programme for companies and how the funds could be fundamental for the innovation 

and technology. 

The session “The role of logistics platform” opened the second day of BiLOG with the participation of 

Customs Agency, provider of technologies as AITEK and large groups as Hupac, IKEA and Contship Italia 

Group. 

In the afternoon the session organized with the collaboration of FerCargo proposed an overview about the 

rail industry sector from which emerged that, after some years of sector suffering, the 2016 has seen a 

relevant increase of volume (+4% with an overall of 349 million and more of train/Km). It has been, 

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
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recognized by the delegate of RFI that the La Spezia port, concerning the rail transport, represented a model 

to export. 

The Piacenza Municipality and the Eastern Liguria Sea Port Authority were complete satisfaction for the 

event. Ms Carla Roncallo – President of the Eastern Liguria Sea Port Authority said: “I am very satisfy for the 

first edition of BiLOG. The level of speakers and attendees were really high and qualified. Now we could 

work together to our partner to make it more interesting and useful for the logistics operators. A segment 

with considerable scope for growth, with consequent and positive employment result, as we saw following 

the discussion of these days. In the next edition in La Spezia, we will treasure the results obtained.” 

Mr Sergio Copelli  - Coordinator of Picenza Expo added: “Piacenza Expo represents an important tool for the 

promotion of the territory and it was a professional meeting point for the commercial operators and their 

business structure in the logistics field. This allowed to our entrepreneurs to take new contacts and 

strengthen the relation already existing. 

Promoted by the Municipality of Piacenza the Eastern Liguria Sea Port Authority with the patronage of the 

Italian Minister of Transport. 

The sponsored by Rete Autostrade Mediterranee, HUPAC, Aitek, Terminal Piacenza Intermodale, IKEA, 

Piacenza Intermodale, Generali, Bekaert, Binary System, Contship Italia Group, Containers Fidenza, 

Fondacion Valenciaport, ConsiCopra. 

The partners: Camera di Commercio di Piacenza, FerCargo, Fresh Food Corridors, Gainn4Mos, Gainn4Ship 

Innovation, Confindustria, Confapindustria, ITL, Consorzio CoSil. 

Patronized by ANASPED, Uniontrasporti, SOS LOGistica, Federazione del Mare, Assologistica, Assoporti, 

AILOG. 

 

Source: On The MoS Way 

Link: http://bit.ly/2lBzaAL 

BPO meets with DG MOVE 
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Keywords: BPO, DG MOVE, Motorways of the Sea, TEN-T policy, CEF fundings, Baltic Sea, green ports and 

maritime transport 

BPO says its Secretary General, Bogdan Ołdakowski, attended a series of meetings with representatives of 

the Directorate General for Mobility and Transport (DG MOVE) – Daniela Rosca, Head of Unit Ports & Inland 

Navigation and Remy Mayet, the Unit’s Deputy Head, as well as Wojciech Sopiński, Policy Coordinator for 

Motorways of the Sea (MoS). Topics discussed included port policy as well as maritime regulations in the 

Baltic region and their effects. Revision of TEN-T policy and CEF funding distribution were also discussed. 

One of key issues for Baltic ports is learning how the European Commission (EC) is planning to review the 

TEN-T Policy and CEF funding allocation within the recent (2014-2020) and next (2021-2027) financial 

periods. Bogdan Ołdakowski presented the port market in the region as well as the specific features of the 

maritime transport in the Baltic Sea, including regulations regime, ice conditions and the impact of land 

transport infrastructure projects on port development. He underlined that, due to policies in EU cohesion 

countries, priorities were given to rail projects, so only a few MoS projects have been proposed for CEF 

grants. 

Bogdan Ołdakowski said: “In the next round of CEF calls, the European Commission and the ministries in EU 

states should work tightly together regarding the policy for the MoS program, so the money is distributed 

more equally among different modes of transport”. 

The creation of the BPO Comprehensive Ports Working Group has also been mentioned as these ports need 

to have a dialogue with the EC on co-financing of port development.  

Bogdan Ołdakowski also introduced the BPO policy promoting Baltic as a model region for green ports and 

maritime transport, which has been touched upon in the recently published BPO report. He presented a 

number of environmental regulations applied in the Baltic and Northern Europe, including SECA, NECA and 

requirements regarding the delivery of sewage from passenger ships at port reception facilities. 

As a consequence, Baltic ports and the whole maritime transport industry are highly experienced in meeting 

these regulations. The development of a network of ports with access to LNG bunkering services and 

facilities can be considered one of BPO’s key achievements in this regard. It established the Baltic as a 

world’s leading region in LNG bunkering. 

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
http://www.onthemosway.eu/
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The BPO is willing to work together with politicians, policy makers and industry partners to share these 

successes and Baltic standards, so that the same rules and regulations can be implemented in all of EU’s seas 

and ports. 

Bogdan Ołdakowski said: „BPO’s aim is to present our arguments towards the European Commission and 

other EU bodies, as we are of the opinion that the same rules should be applied in all of Europe in order to 

avoid the distortion of competition”. 

The BPO is holding a debate at the European Parliament, dedicated to the topic of “Baltic ports in TEN-T 

network – meeting the future”. The debate is set for March 22, 2017. 

 

Source: Port News 

Link: http://bit.ly/2ot6iN6 
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New Interferry CEO to make funding call at European 

Shipping Week 
 

Keywords: Interferry, European Shipping Week 2017, maritime, logistics, transport, the European 

Commission, Motorways of the Sea 

Mike Corrigan, the incoming CEO of global trade association 

Interferry, is to advocate greater European Union involvement and 

investment in the ferry sector during an address on the opening 

day of European Shipping Week, which takes place in Brussels from 

February 27-March 3. 

Interferry is hosting a reception that immediately follows a short sea 

shipping seminar organised in conjunction with the shipowners’ 

associations of The Netherlands, France, Greece, Sweden, Spain 

and Croatia. 

Corrigan, currently president & CEO of Canada’s BC Ferries and who assumes his new role on April 1, will 

outline his case to a wide audience including EU regulators, member state representatives, operators and 

port authorities. His address will question why only 3% of total European transport funding is devoted to 

ferries despite the sector’s major contribution to Europe’s economic and environmentally-friendly 

development and the policy calls for shifting goods from road to sea. 

In support, he will point to latest available statistics showing that, in 2015, European ferries carried 34.3 

million trailers, 157.4m cars and 816m passengers – marking respective increases of 45%, 40% and 60% in 

ten years. 

Both the seminar and reception are being held on Monday February 27 at the Steigenberger Wiltcher’s 

Hotel. The seminar starts at 14:00 and will focus on the actions required to boost the short sea sector from 

economic and environmental perspectives. Speakers include Sandro Santamato, maritime and logistics head 

at the European Commission transport directorate; Stena Line CEO Niclas Martensson; Mark Frequin, 

director-general of transport at the Netherlands ministry of infrastructure & the environment; and 

Motorways of the Sea coordinator Brian Simpson. 

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
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European Shipping Week provides a platform for EU policy makers to engage with shipowners and other 

stakeholders. Interferry is among leading shipping organisations on the steering group that arranges the 

event. 

 

Source: Hellenic Shipping News 

Link: http://bit.ly/2otnhPq 
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The port of La Spezia at Fruit Logistica 2017 
 

Keywords: Fresh Food Corridors, CEF projects, EU Commission, Fruit Logistica 2017, agrifood market, Port of 

La Spezia 

Last week, from 8 to 10 February 2017, Berlin became 

the global capital of the fresh produce trade, with the 

most important business frame, Fruit Logistica 

2017. Over 70,000 trade visitors from more than 130 

countries participated in. Within the 3,100 exhibitors 

from 86 countries, the Port of La Spezia, as project 

partner of the “Fresh Food Corridors” (FFC), presented 

itself at the FFC stand and organized on 9th February a 

successful B2B meeting cocktail event with the aim to enable interaction between potential customers, 

suppliers and the whole marketplace. 

Meeting and Networking 

The initiative, moderated by the La Spezia FFC project manager, Eng. Federica Montaresi, was useful to 

collect data and information – through a survey handed out to participants – for developing a market 

feasibility study on “reefer” sector and evaluating the potential progresses of perishable goods’ trades 

between Eu and non-Eu countries. More than 30 participants (representatives of shipping companies, 

freight forwarders, fresh food exporters and importers, terminal operators) attended the B2B event. Firstly, 

it was briefly illustrated a general overview about the port of La Spezia and the principle actions carried out, 

as logistic corridor connections, well-equipped facilities in the dry port of Santo Stefano di Magra, new rail 

infrastructures and optimization of road links. Secondly, a round table was held to fruitful discuss on future 

perspective and opportunities in order to foster relationships with stakeholders and to improve sustainable 

intermodal freight services from La Spezia to its reference markets, as Northern Italy and Central Europe. In 

this respect and in addition to the B2B event, the La Spezia FFC Team, during the full three days, met also 

many actors of the logistics chain to catch commercial and business outputs. 

Feedback evaluation 

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
http://www.onthemosway.eu/
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The B2B meetings were also an opportunity to reflect on the feedback received, raising consciousness about 

strengths and weaknesses, understanding processes and how to improve them. One of the main bottleneck 

is the uncertainty of time that currently surrounds the phytosanitary and customs procedures, although the 

improvements achieved in the last years. So, for example, Far East ships, despite a longer travel time, prefer 

to moor at the Northern Range ports rather than at the Mediterranean one, because of the certainty of time 

in customs and phytosanitary controls. Of course, the lack of dialogue between all the actors of the logistics 

chain, doesn’t help either. It is in this regard that new ground needs to be broken. 

Business perspectives 

As underlined by the stakeholders interviewed, the port of La Spezia, thanks its links, its regular maritime 

routes and proximity to the agrifood markets in Italy, could clearly play a relevant role in the reefer trades 

and trust relations between the different chain actors, also thanks related projects as Fresh Food 

Corridors. For this reason, the digitalization of the logistics chain, already implemented in the port of La 

Spezia, could speed up the procedures and increase the competitiveness of the Mediterranean 

ports, reducing the transit time in comparison with the Northern Range ports. The rail freight services will 

be more efficient, thanks to new technologies for preserving perishables on extended distances, and faster, 

thanks to the implementation of the Custom Single Window for the digitalization of the phyto-sanitary and 

customs control procedures in line with the new Italian Ports Reform. Finally, particular attention should be 

paid to some agrifood markets which have links closer to the Italian one: South Africa and South America are 

the areas from which the Italian producers import products as well as North America and Far East are the 

ones to which Italian producers export their products. Anyway, the port of La Spezia let’s continue with the 

work developed during the event at FRUIT LOGISTICA. So, in order to address the need for a more efficient 

fresh food transport, the future challenge for the Mediterranean ports is just to enforce the business growth 

of the cold logistics chain. 

 

Source: On the MoS Way 

Link: http://bit.ly/2mhIzul  
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TEN-T Motorways of the Sea 
 

Keywords: Motorways of the Sea, transport, TEN-T programme 

The aim of the TEN-T Motorways of the Sea (MoS) network is to promote the general sustainability and 

safety of transport by providing an alternative to congested or less environmentally-friendly land transport. 

It should contribute to the common effort of addressing climate change while facilitating (mainly freight) 

connections between Member States, including to revitalise peripheral regions. Included among the 

geographical areas which project proposals should focus on (in line with the TEN-T Multi-Annual Work 

Programme) is the MoS of Western Europe ‘’leading from Portugal and Spain via the Atlantic Arc to the 

North Sea and the Irish Sea’’. 

 

Source: Southern Regional Assembly 

Link: http://bit.ly/2o2bIhl 
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Montenegro aims to connect to TEN-T transport network – 

govt 
 

Keywords: Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-T), Pan-European Corridors VII and X, Romania, Hungary 

and central Europe, United Nations Economic Commission for Europe, China Road and Bridge 

Corporation (CRBC) 

PODGORICA (Montenegro), February 23 (SeeNews) –

 Montenegrin transport minister Osman Nurkovic said 

the country aims to join the Trans-European Transport 

Network (TEN-T) by building links to Pan-European 

Corridors VII and X. 

"Through TEN-T Corridor X, Montenegro will enable the 

connection to Romania, Hungary and central Europe. 

The railway line from the port of Bar to Vrbnica and Bar - Boljare motorway will also link the Adriatic Sea to 

Danube ports," Nurkovic said during a meeting of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 

(UNECE) in Geneva, as quoted by the Montenegrin government in a statement on Wednesday.  

The Bar - Boljare motorway is part of pan-European Corridor XI, a ferry/motorway corridor linking Italy's Bari 

to Romania's Bucharest via Bar and Serbia's Belgrade. The motorway is under construction by China Road 

and Bridge Corporation (CRBC) which plans to invest 194.3 million euro ($204.9 million) in the project this 

year.  

In 2015, the European Union granted Montenegro 45 million euro for infrastructure projects, including the 

modernisation of the Bar-Vrbnica railway line, part of the railway corridor to Belgrade. The modernisation 

involves the replacement of the signalling system and the renovation of concrete bridges. 

Corridor X is projected to connect Salzburg in Austria to the Greek port of Thessaloniki, passing through 

Slovenia, Croatia, Serbia and Macedonia, while Corridor VII represents the Danube river. 

 

Source: See News 
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Link: http://bit.ly/2ottkTQ 
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European Commission calls for transport infrastructure 

proposals 
 

Keywords: European Commission, European Fund for Strategic Investments, Commission’s Strategy for Low-

Emission Mobility under the Energy Union, Trans-European Transport Network, European Railway Traffic 

Management System, Intelligent Transport Systems for roads, the Single European Sky Air Traffic 

Management Research Programme 

On 8 February 2017, the European Commission launched a call for proposals in order to select transport 

infrastructure projects in Europe in the context of a new and innovative way of financing from public 

financial institutions, the private sector or, for the first time, the European Fund for Strategic Investments. 

The Commission’s budget for this measure amounts to EUR 1 billion. 

The aim of this project is to combine different forms of financing to help to achieve the twin objectives of 

boosting investment to fund innovative, sustainable transport infrastructure upgrades while supporting 

jobs needed to put that infrastructure in place. 

The call contributes to the implementation of the Commission’s Strategy for Low-Emission Mobility under 

the Energy Union. 

It also supports investments in “sustainable transport” in view of the road mobility initiatives to be launched 

later this year. Selected projects must contribute to sustainable, innovative and seamless transportation 

along the Trans-European Transport Network. 

The call sets two deadlines for submitting the proposals: 14 July 2017 and 30 November 2017. 

The Commission will select projects that remove bottlenecks, support cross-border links and accelerate the 

digitalization of transport, secure sustainable and efficient transport systems, and enhance inter-modality 

and inter-operability in the transport network. For example, the Commission encourages projects embracing 

new technologies and traffic management systems such as the European Railway Traffic Management 

System, Intelligent Transport Systems for roads or the Single European Sky Air Traffic Management 

Research Programme. 

 

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
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Source: Lexology 

Link: http://bit.ly/2nOCuHV 

  

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
http://www.onthemosway.eu/
http://bit.ly/2nOCuHV


 
www.onthemosway.eu                              info@onthemosway.eu 

      

16 
 

www.onthemosway.eu 

Feasibility study for Helsinki-Tallinn tunnel to wrap up this 

year 
 

Keywords: Helsinki and Tallinn, rail tunnel between the Finnish and Estonian capitals, the European Union's 

trans-European Transport Network strategy 

A brace of consulting companies has 

begun to look into the feasibility of a 

planned undersea tunnel between 

Helsinki and Tallinn. The firms will 

examine the project’s impact, profitability 

and technical feasibility and are expected 

to turn in their findings later this year. 

A group of consulting firms has been 

assembled to examine whether or not the much talked-about rail tunnel between the Finnish and Estonian 

capitals can be more than just a pipe dream, or if officials should instead seek to further develop marine 

links between both cities. 

The proposed rail line would connect Finland with the Rail Baltic segment of the European Union's trans-

European Transport Network strategy, which seeks to plug gaps in member states' transport networks. The 

Rail Baltic line runs from Tallinn to Riga, Kaunas and northeast Poland. 

Some of the companies involved have been 

charged with drawing up cost-benefit analyses 

and impact assessments for both the rail and 

marine options. The five companies looking at this 

aspect of the project are Ramboll Finland, Sito, 

Strafica, Urban Research TA (Kaupunkitutkimus 

TA) and Pöyry Finland. 

Three other firms – Sweco, WSP and the Swiss-

based Amberg Engineering – will probe how the undersea tunnel can be technically implemented and try to 

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
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determine the price tag for construction, maintenance and rail traffic. They will also sketch out the project’s 

main features, including location of routes, stations and rolling stock depots as well as safety. 

Broad support for undersea rail link 

If constructed, the tunnel would be 90 kilometres long and a one-way end-to-end trip would take passengers 

30 minutes. 

According to a poll conducted by daily Helsingin Sanomat, nearly half of residents in the capital region 

support the idea of a rail link to Tallinn. In January a travel agency from Ikaalinen near Tampere conducted a 

similar survey that showed two-thirds of respondents expressing a positive view of a Helsinki-Tallinn 

connection. 

Record visitors at ports 

Helsinki and Tallinn jointly represent an economic area populated by 1.5 million people. There is active 

inter-city movement of people for work and leisure as well as freight traffic. 

Last year the port of Tallinn welcomed 10 million visitors. Helsinki ports also posted a similar record, as 11.5 

million marine passengers passed through. Traffic between the two port cities in particular saw major 

growth last year and tens of thousands embark on work-related trips between the two cities weekly. 

The EU-funded studies are expected to produce initial results this year. 

 

Source: uutiset 

Link: http://bit.ly/2nwHRJO 
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Furuno to deliver 43 STM systems 
 

Keywords: Motorways of the Sea, Sea Traffic Management 

Japan-headquartered marine electronics specialist, Furuno, will provide 43 ships with Sea Traffic 

Management-compatible on-board systems. 

STM, or Sea Traffic Management is possibly the largest maritime test bed ever involving 300 ships, 13 

ports and 3 shore centres. The STM Validation Project has a total budget of approximately 43 million euros. 

50% is co-financed by the EU (Connecting Europe Facility/Motorways of the Sea). 

Test Manager Björn Andreasson of Swedish Maritime Administration said: “To have a fourth supplier 

delivering systems proves the general interest in the STM concept. The future developments of STM will be 

driven by commercial actors like Furuno.” 

Tero Airissalo, Sales & Marketing Manager at Furuno explained: “Furuno is striving to be among the first 

with new technology and solutions. We recognise the long-term benefits of STM in the form of higher 

security and safety, increased efficiency and a good impact on the environment. But STM is also beneficial in 

the near future. In the current test, customers using our system will save a lot of fuel through better 

optimised routes and better timing of the port call arrival.” 

The development of Sea Traffic Management is open, and all interested parties are invited to join as 

associate partners and take part in the development of the future. Supplied services during the test include 

route optimisation, enhanced monitoring, port call synchronisation, ship-to-ship route exchange and many 

more. Fuel can be saved, port call efficiency increased and accident risk reduced.  

 

Source: Maritime Journal 

Link: http://bit.ly/2nPf7xS 
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EU mobilises €1bn to push green transport investments 
 

Keywords: Motorways of the Sea, TEN-T Network, private investment in green transport infrastructure, 

innovative, sustainable transport infrastructure, Commissioner for Transport Violeta Bulc, European 

Investment Bank (EIB) 

The EU is mobilising €1 billion 

(£850m) to leverage private investment in green 

transport infrastructure. 

For the first time, a new call for proposals will 

combine €1 billion of grants (Connecting Europe 

Facility – Transport) with financing from public 

financial institutions, the private sector and the 

European Fund for Strategic Investments. 

This aims to help boost investment to fund innovative, sustainable transport infrastructure upgrades while 

supporting the jobs needed to put this infrastructure in place. 

Selected projects must contribute to improving the Trans-European Transport Network. Particular emphasis 

will be placed on projects removing bottlenecks, supporting cross-border links and accelerating the 

digitalisation of transport, especially in the poorer Cohesion Fund countries. 

Commissioner for Transport Violeta Bulc said: “Achieving our vision for seamless, intelligent and sustainable 

mobility in Europe requires investments that public funds alone cannot provide. That is why we are 

launching an innovative solution to make the best of our resources and unlock untapped private 

investments.” 

Support will be granted on a competitive basis, with the first deadline for submission proposals on the 14th 

of July 2017 and the second one on the 30th of November 2017. 

Another new finance initiative from the EU and European Investment Bank (EIB) aims to decarbonise the 

transport sector in Europe. 
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Source: Energy Live News 

Link: http://bit.ly/2o2v1aj 

  

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
http://www.onthemosway.eu/
http://bit.ly/2o2v1aj


 
www.onthemosway.eu                              info@onthemosway.eu 

      

21 
 

www.onthemosway.eu 

EU launches €1bn transport infrastructure fund 
 

Keywords: European Commission, Connecting Europe Fund, European Fund for Strategic Investments, 

European Investment Bank (EIB), TEN-T Network 

THE European Commission (EC) is inviting transport 

infrastructure investment proposals which combine €1bn 

of grants through the Connecting Europe Fund (CEF) with 

other sources including the European Fund for Strategic 

Investments (EFSI) and public and private finance. 

 

This is the first time CEF proposals have been combined 

with funding from EFSI, the European Investment Bank 

(EIB), national promotional banks or private sector investors. Applicants for CEF grants must show evidence 

that the project is ready to obtain complementary public or private funding. 

  

“Selected projects must contribute to sustainable, innovative and seamless transport along the Trans-

European Transport Network,” says the EC. “Particular emphasis will be placed on projects removing 

bottlenecks, supporting cross-border links and accelerating the digitalisation of transport, especially in areas 

with higher potential and market gaps such as in Cohesion countries, sustainable and efficient transport 

systems, and enhancing inter-modality and inter-operability in the transport network. This includes new 

technologies and traffic management systems such as ERTMS." 

There are two deadlines for the call for proposals: July 14 and November 30 2017. 

“The mobility of the future must be clean, connected and competitive, and requires new ways of financing,” 

says Mr Maroš Šefčovič, the EC’s Energy Union vice-president. “Today's call for proposal is an important 

first step. We will build on it, this year, in our work to implement the Low-Emission Mobility Strategy for 

Europe.” 
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“Achieving our vision for seamless, intelligent, and sustainable mobility in Europe requires investments that 

public funds alone cannot provide,” says the EC’s transport commissioner, Mrs Violeta Bulc. “That is why we 

are launching an innovative solution to make the best of our resources, and unlock untapped private 

investments, with particular focus on Cohesion countries” 

Under the CEF, €24bn is being made available from the European Union’s 2014-2020 budget to co-fund TEN-

T projects of common interest in the EU member states, of which €19.3bn has been committed so far. 

 

Source: International railway Journal 

Link: http://bit.ly/2oQZCVw 
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The Port of Barcelona sets new record figures in foreign trade 

containers, vehicles and passengers 
 

Keywords: Port of Barcelona, cargo, traffic, Balearics and Canary Islands, ro-ro traffic 

The facility generated cash flow of € 86.2 M in 2016 (+17%) 

The Port of Barcelona closed financial year 2016 with several new record figures in traffic, such as the 

volume of containerised foreign trade cargo (1,202,007 TEU - 20-foot container equivalent units), total 

vehicles (916,834 units) and passenger movements (3,958,960 passengers, counting ferries and cruise ships). 

“These three most strategic segments of activity at the Port of Barcelona registered significant year-on-year 

increases,” declared the organisation’s President Sixte Cambra during the press conference held yesterday. 

“The positive performance of traffic segments shows that we are well-positioned to achieve the goals we set 

in the Port of Barcelona Third Strategic Plan”. 

Regarding total containers, which are a reliable indicator of progress in the surrounding economy, the Port 

moved more than 2.2 million TEU (20-foot container equivalent units). This record represents an increase of 

14.5%, the highest in the last decade. All sections of this traffic behaved very positively: foreign trade 

containers (import and export), cabotage with the Balearics and Canary Islands and transshipment (where 

containers are unloaded at the port to be shipped on to their final destination). 

During 2016, foreign trade containers continued to increase, reflecting the efforts of the hinterland 

producers to open up to international markets and showing a clear recovery in domestic consumption. So it 

was that export container numbers grew by 3.8% (to reach 683,527 TEU) while import containers advanced 

at a rate of 8.7% (totalling 518,480 TEU). Meanwhile, containerised cargo in cabotage to the Spanish islands 

surged 10% (up to 124,455 TEU) and containers in transhipment increased by 47% (431,750 TEU). This latter 

figure indicates a trend towards a recovery in traffic that was severely affected during the crisis. 

As far as the geographical distribution of the containers handled by the Port is concerned, Asia stands out 

as the origin of 77% of the imports and the recipient of 43% of exports leaving the precinct. By country, 

China remains the largest trading partner, since it is the origin or destination of 23% of the containers 

passing through the Port. The Americas account for 25% of exports and 9% of imports. United States (+7%), 
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Mexico (+9%) and Brazil (+17%) are the fastest-growing countries in the Americas in terms of their 

exchanges with the Port of Barcelona. 

Vehicle movements at the Port grew 4% in 2016 to reach a record 916,834 units. Most of these (778,109 

cars) are foreign trade: exports continue to grow (+3%, with more than 465,000 units), while imports are 

progressing at a rate of 20%, although they account for fewer units in absolute terms (206,000). 

Passenger movements also registered record highs, with nearly 4 million passengers (3,958,960 in total, up 

6.7%), a figure that includes both ferries and cruisers. Ferry passengers (1.27 million) travelling to the 

Balearic Islands, Italy or North Africa increased by 9%. Meanwhile, cruise passengers numbered 2.68 million 

(+5.6%). Particular mention should be made of the fact that passengers in turnaround (starting and ending 

their cruise in Barcelona, who therefore make a greater contribution to the local economy) represented 58% 

of all the Port’s cruise passengers, increasing by 14% in 2016. However, the number of passengers merely 

stopping over to visit the city for a few hours decreased by 4%. 

The Port of Barcelona handled more than 370,500 ITUs of ro-ro traffic (cargo loaded onto a ship on a truck, 

platform or trailer), up 2.9% year on year. This business segment includes exchanges of ro ro cargo with the 

islands (235,400 ITUs, or intermodal transport units, up 7.4%) and traffic on the motorways of the sea or 

Short Sea Shipping (SSS), which channelled more than 135,000 ITUs with several destinations in Italy and 

North Africa. This figure means that more than 135,000 lorries were diverted from the road to the maritime 

mode, which is more economical and environmentally efficient because it reduces emissions. 

During the period, the Port of Barcelona transported 11.4 million tons of liquid bulk, 5% less than the 

previous year. However, shipments of diesel/gas oil (the main hydrocarbon passing through our facility) 

grew by 16.4% to 2.7 million tonnes. 

Meanwhile, the volume of dry bulk remained practically stable compared to the previous year, with 4.4 

million tonnes handled. The top products in this section were cement and clinker, up 9%, and cereals and 

meal, which also increased by 9%. 

Financial results 

Regarding the Port of Barcelona’s financial results during 2016, we should underline the organisation’s 

considerable capacity to generate resources, with a cash flow totalling €86.2 million, a year-on-year increase 

of 17%. 
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Net turnover remained stable compared to the previous year, with € 155.3 million despite the significant 

cuts to Port fees applied to concessions, which are the result of new land valuation. Provisional figures for 

the close of the financial year indicate that the Port of Barcelona obtained profits of € 33.2 million (-16%). 

This decrease is due mainly to the fact that extraordinary profits were obtained in 2015 from the sale of 

various financial assets. 

In 2016 the Port of Barcelona managed to reduce significantly the long-term debt contracted with the 

European Investment Bank (EIB). After the early cancellation of € 20.8 million, added to the forecast 

amortisation timetable, the facility reduced its debt by 13% to a current level of € 303.9 million. 

During the period investments were made to the tune of € 25.9 million, the most significant of which include 

several works projects related to rail access, the actions on Prat wharf, extending the rail terminal on the 

South Dock, the new road and rail access to Alvarez de la Campa wharf and the new ice factory at the fishing 

facilities, among others. 

 

Source: American Journal of Transportation 

Link: http://bit.ly/2nB6TZe 
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Debate At European Parliament: The Transport Sector And 

Opportunities For 2017 
 

Keywords: EU Transport Policy, 2017, European Parliament, MEPs, CEF, European Investment Bank (EIB), 

reducing emissions, Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) 

"The transport sector: Opportunities for 2017", this is the debate hosted by MEP Mrs. Isabella De Monte in 

collaboration with “CS Mare” a new reality in Brussels inaugurated during the debate by Mrs. Evelin Zubin, 

General Manager and President of the Italian Federation of Small and Medium Enterprises. 

Mrs. De Monte introduced the event that focused on the opportunities, prospects and challenges for the 

transport sector in the near future by reiterating how 2017 is an important year for the realisation of 

innovative infrastructure in multimodality among Member States and in particular in Italy. She also 

introduced actions in the legislative and economic fields that the European Union intends to pursue in 2017 

and the priorities of the Maltese Presidency Semester. 

 

In particular, a strong focus was put on the new CEF funding mechanisms in the transport sphere called 

"blending", which being based on a combination of grant resources and financial instruments the European 

Investment Bank (EIB) made available, has been published by the EU on the day of this event. 

  

The debate addressed three main broad issues: environmental sustainability, cabotage and digitisation. All 

speakers stressed that environmental sustainability in transportation does represent a high priority.  

 

Jocelyn Fajardo, Deputy Head of Cabinet of Transport Commissioner Bulc, has shown that the will of 

reducing emissions has entered into an enforcement phase. 

  

Michael Cramer, former President of the EU Parliament Committee on Transport and Tourism, said that a 

long and winding road still lies ahead of us in this field. Suffice to say that transport is the only sector which 

increased its CO2 emissions, whereas on the contrary in the industrial sector saw a 38 % of reduction: 
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figures that call for persisting in stronger efforts towards decarbonisation while encouraging the 

development of sustainable transport systems. 

  

Mr. Enrico Puja, Director General of the Directorate General for Maritime Transport and the Inland 

waterways at the Italian Ministry of Infrastructure and Transport, stressed that it is right to push the use of 

alternative fuels, particularly referred to the Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG), by stating that it is particularly 

important to create adequate infrastructure network for this fuel; he also stressed that Italy is moving 

straight ahead in this area, through the implementation of five ongoing European Actions and a new 

Proposal at National level submitted in the last CEF Transport Call 2016. 

  

The cabotage issue is no less important and with this in mind the Head of the Land Transport Cabinet of the 

Permanent Mission of Malta to the EU, Mr. Chris Farrugia, recalled that this is a matter to be solved. 

Uniformed rules are needed throughout the European context, simplifying the regulatory framework is a 

must, existing tools such as the digital tachograph, have to be used properly and, last but not least, the 

dumping phenomenon must be relentlessly fought, but without burdening economically on the conveyors.  

 

The Permanent Representative - Ambassador to the European Union Mr. Giovanni Pugliese emphasised that 

the priorities of the Maltese Government are the same of the Italian one, and agreed on the developed 

cabotage and dumping issues that must be addressed with the right means.  

 

The issue of digitisation was highlighted by Mr. David Kerr, Transportation Attaché of Maltese Permanent 

Representation to the EU, as a tool to improve ships efficiency and for this reason has to be made 

operational. The topic has been then taken up by prof. Giovanni Consoli, Conftrasporto, who cited the 

‘smart’ tachograph as a virtuous example in the field. Mr. Marcello Di Caterina, Director of the Association 

A.L.I.S., highlighted, among the Association's priorities, the attention to environmental pollution and to 

cabotage in addition to the intermodal issue. He underlined that the ability to reroute the transport from 

road mode to other modes has a two-fold objective: to relieve congestion along the highway network and to 

boosting the decarbonisation.  
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In closing the discussion, the President of Confimea Mr. Roberto Nardella described the Italian situation of 

SMEs, emphasising the launch of an important federal initiative among Mediterranean countries. 

 

Source: Cordis 

Link: http://bit.ly/2oEJwz4 
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