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Fresh Food Corridors @ Fruit Logistica 2017 
 

Keywords: Fruit Logistica 2017, Fresh Food Corridors, CEF programme, agri-food market, sustainable 

logistics, Port of La Spezia 

THE PORT OF LA SPEZIA PRESENTS ITS COMPETITIVE 

ADVANTAGES IN DEVELOPING COLD LOGISTICS CHAIN 

BETWEEN EU & NON- EU TRADING PARTNERS 

Nowadays, the agri-food logistic sector faces a number of 

challenges: reducing emissions, reducing road congestion, 

as well as cost-savings and shorter transit time, so as to 

ensure the wholeness and freshness of the produce for the 

benefit of end consumers. This is why Fresh food corridors project was born: to achieve a safe, sustainable 

and efficient fresh food transport system for freight movement between Mediterranean and Northern 

European destinations by rail and sea and open logistics corridors with Middle Eastern countries. For this 

objective, the project will approach: new technologies for power supply on rail; ICT solutions to improve 

tracing of cargo and to speed up the certifications for perishable goods controls to support business & 

administration processes of perishables trade; new cold logistics chain between EU & non-EU trading 

partners. 

Within these activities, the port of La Spezia aims to build up specific corridor based stakeholder teams, 

undertaking joint activities – starting from an international level to the European one – as B2B events and 

networking sessions. The purpose is to enhance opportunities and commercial partnerships exploring new 

markets as well as sharing knowledge, ideas, innovation and providing relevant information and materials to 

the participants. 

NEW YORK meetings (may 2016) 

The first B2B event was organized in New York City in May 2016, in cooperation with the Italy American 

Chamber of Commerce and the Port Authority of New York New Jersey. The B2B meetings aim to 

understand how to promote fresh food products trade between the United States and La Spezia. The 

initiative was useful to investigate and to analyse the current US market and its potentialities for the 

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
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distribution of Italian agrifood products. In addition, the meetings were useful to find new solutions to 

implement the International corridors between EU and non-EU countries. For instance, a market analysis 

was carried out by using data from shipping lines and maritime authorities, data on reefer containers 

transported and perishable products exchanged between Italy and the USA. The event has been also an 

opportunity to introduce the port of La Spezia at international level, evaluated by the operators as an 

efficient terminal in terms of infrastructures and procedures applied, including customs clearance 

procedures. 

FRUIT LOGISTICA meetings (February 2017) 

Even this year, Fruit Logistica represents a unique marketplace for producers, exporters, distributors, 

retailers and service providers, which develop international business by having a complete overview of the 

global market, innovative products, technologies and services for the entire fresh produce value chain.  On 

this way, technological innovation is essential to satisfy all the actor’s needs in order to streamline and 

deliver an efficient inter-modal maritime-based logistics chains. 

The B2B cocktail event organized on 9th February, beyond building up a specific stakeholder network, is 

clearly focused on such aspects that today embody an added value for this sector, from a global point of 

view, within the Mediterranean area, on  the main actions carried out by the Port of La Spezia at national 

level, in order to increase productivity, competitiveness and stimulation of intermodal transport (logistic 

corridor connections, new rail infrastructures and optimization of road links). 

B2B cocktail event is waiting for you. We all have a part to play in building a brighter future “If it doesn’t 

work like we want it to, let’s change it!“ 

 

Source: On The MoS Way 

Link: http://bit.ly/2jTMjEp 
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BiLOG Logistics and Maritime Forum – the first edition 

promoted by Piacenza and La Spezia 
 

Keywords: BiLOG, Piacenza, Port of La Spezia, Innovation, Maritime, Transport, Shipping, Green and 

sustainable Logistic, Motorways of the Sea, Connecting EU, EU Transport Policy 

On 11th of January on the Council Chamber of Piacenza district 

the Piacenza’s mayor, Paolo Dosi and the President of Eastern 

Liguria Sea Port Authority, Carla Roncallo presented the first 

edition of BiLOG Logistics and Maritime Forum. On 15th and 

16th of February 2017, the first edition of BiLOG will be hosted 

in Piacenza and the next edition will be hosted in La Spezia. 

The convention, hosted by the Congress Center of Piacenza 

Expo, was born by the protocol of understanding signed by the Piacenza’s district and by La Spezia Port 

Authority on July 2015 to promote the operative relation with the object of a coordinate planning between 

the Polo Logistico Piacentino and the Port of La Spezia. 

In these days the event-organizing secretariat is working strongly to define the program inviting the main 

players of maritime and logistics sectors from Institutional and industrial. 

The format of the event establishes an important occasion to promote the logistics district of Piacenza and 

its commercial relation with the Port of La Spezia, in particular about the connection Port and Inland Port. 

Several issues will be debated with a European spin:Motorways of the Sea and Core Network Corridors, 

technological innovation for green shipping: focus on new alternative fuels, sustainable logistics, the role 

of inland logistics platforms, railway innovation, inland waterways and digital transport and logistics. 

For the industries of Piacenza, BiLOG might represent an opportunity to meet new specialized operator: on 

the site www.bilog.it, you can find all information and how you can register at the event. BiLOG will have the 

role to support the new National Plan of Ports and logistics identifying as central idea the strategic objects 

and the concept of Port-Hinterland. 

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
http://www.onthemosway.eu/
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The Federazione del Mare, Anasped, Uniontrasporti, Assologistica, Fercargo, Assoporti, SOS LOGistica for the 

sustainable logistics, with the help of Chamber of commerce of Piacenza, support BiLOG. The event-

organizing secretariat is composed by Piacenza EXPO and to the Circle Srl. 

“We believe strongly in this event, in its target and in its European spin. We intend to consolidate and 

implement the good relation between these areas. BiLOG will be also the occasion to develop the theme of 

railway transport where we are already competitive, in particular the completion of Pontremolese line that it 

will be fundamental for the connection between our ports, with the Emilia Romagna and the Pianura 

Padana” said by the President Carla Roncallo. 

“Thanks to the important protocol signed in the 2015, the first edition of BiLOG Logistics and Maritime 

Forum will represent an prestigious appointment for the our areas and the venture give to us new 

opportunities. The program is rich and prestigious. The logistics is one of the sectors that characterize our 

city. I am sure that thanks to this event we might see the logistics in a different way and make our territory 

more attractive. I want to say thank you to all people that, with differ titles, they helped to realize this 

project, from Carla Roncallo, to the coordinating, in primis Piacenza Expo and Circle srl” said by Mayor Dosi. 

 

Source: On the MoS Way 

Link: http://bit.ly/2jPbrJ8 
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Tallink takes delivery of new LNG ferry Megastar 
 

Keywords: Megastar, Tallinn, Estonia and Helsinki, Finland, LNG vessel, Connecting Europe Facility, 

Transport, Motorways of the sea 

Tallink Grupp took delivery of its new 

€230 million (US$247 million) LNG 

ferry from Meyer Turku on 24 January. 

The 2,800-passenger Megastar has 

been designed to operate between 

Tallinn, Estonia and Helsinki, Finland 

and can run on both LNG and marine 

diesel fuel. Using LNG fuel will 

eliminate sulphur oxide and soot particle emissions, and reduce nitrogen and carbon dioxide emissions. This 

will enable the ferry to meet both current and future Emission Control Area regulations. 

Megastar, which will enter service on 29 January, also has an advanced hull shape to substantially increase 

fuel savings. 

“Connecting Finland and Estonia, and even further – Northern Europe to the Baltic States and being the 

preferred hub for that is an important goal for us,” said Janek Stalmeister, Tallink Grupp CEO. “With 

Megastar, this hub becomes the most modern sea-hub in the region. At Tallink we have been researching 

what our customers want in a next-generation ferry. Then we worked closely with Meyer Turku on a fresh 

and functional design of the ship and I am sure the outcome will please all our customers. We are very 

thankful to Meyer Turku for listening carefully to our wishes and building an excellent ship for us.” 

Megastar’s passengers are accommodated in the Star Class (standard), the Comfort Class, or the Business 

Class. For the first time, the Star Class area offers two separate lounges – the Sitting lounge for recreational 

passengers and the Driver`s lounge for cargo drivers. The ferry also offers seven restaurants and cafés, bars, 

a children`s play area and a two-deck Traveller Superstore. 

“We started Megastar by imagining how a new design can again bring a next level of improvements to ferry 

operation,” said Jan Meyer, CEO of Meyer Turku. “It follows over a year of design work that is closely linked 

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
http://www.onthemosway.eu/
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and partly overlapping with the pre-production, assembly, fine tuning and testing the ship. Yet the big 

moment of hard truth comes at the end when we deliver one large and sophisticated ship, like we did with 

Tallink Megastar – a product of great team work that is bigger than all the individual efforts.” 

Megastar was co-financed by the European Union, the Connecting Europe Facility, Transport – Motorways 

of the sea. 

 

Source: Cruise&Ferry 

Link: http://bit.ly/2oETOiz 
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EMSA study highlights fuel cell technology 
 

Keywords: European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA), DNV GL, maritime fuel, proton exchange membrane 

(PEM), Solid oxide fuel, International Maritime Organization (IMO) 

A new study released by the European Maritime Safety 

Agency (EMSA) has identified the leading fuel cell 

technologies with potential for maritime applications. 

The report, prepared by DNV GL, reviews maritime fuel cell 

projects – 23 in total over the past 16 years (see table) – to 

identify the three technologies with the greatest potential 

for use on ships. Gaps in the regulatory framework for fuel 

cells were also identified, and a theoretical safety assessment of the three leading fuel cell technologies has 

been conducted for ro-pax and LNG carriers. 

The technology with the most potential for marine applications is the proton exchange membrane (PEM) 

fuel cell, which requires pure hydrogen to generate electricity and has a low-operating temperature. High-

temperature PEM is less advanced, but greater tolerance to impurities enables the use of other fuels while 

water handling is simplified. Solid oxide fuel cells offer similar fuel flexibility and operate at even higher 

temperatures, meaning that in combination with waste heat recovery even greater efficiency can be 

achieved. 

The report notes: “Smaller and medium applications may favour low and medium temperature technology, 

such as PEM and high temperature PEM. Larger applications which can more easily accommodate waste 

heat solutions, such as industrial and large maritime, are better for the high temperature solutions such as 

molten carbonate or solid oxide fuel cells.” 

There are big regulatory gaps that need to be filled before fuel cells can take a wider role in shipping, the 

study notes. The IMO’s IGF Code does not yet cover fuel cells or many fuels (including hydrogen) that could 

be used to fuel them. A new part E of the code will include fuel cell requirements and is under development 

as part of the second phase of the IGF Code. Meanwhile fuel cell applications must follow the alternative 

design stipulations in SOLAS II-1/55, requiring demonstration of an ‘equivalent level of safety’. The IGF Code 

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
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does not cover the shore-side aspect of bunkering, and the study noted that standards would need to be 

developed for the relevant fuels in this area too. 

The safety assessment concluded that tolerable risk levels could be reached regarding operational and 

human safety if further mitigation actions (recommended for 100 out of 148 failure scenarios) were taken. 

The most critical events identified include a strong exothermic reaction in the reformer material, the leakage 

of hydrogen rich gasses and a collision penetrating the fuel cell. Further study was recommended in two 

areas: the influence of fuel behaviour on the definition of hazardous zones and safety distances; and the 

storage of hydrogen with respect to collision and potential storage under accommodation blocks. 

 

Source: The Motorship 

Link: http://bit.ly/2nAzdKC 
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Head of Latvian delegation to Baltic Assembly urges Lithuania 

to stop stalling Rail Baltica project 
 

Keywords: Rail Baltica project, Rail Baltica agreement, Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-T), North 

Sea–Baltic Corridor, Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) 

Janis Vucans (Greens/Farmers), the Vice-President of 

the Baltic Assembly and the head of the Latvian 

delegation to the Baltic Assembly, at a meeting in 

Brussels today called for swifter progress in 

implementation of the Rail Baltica project for 

construction of the European-gauge railroad through 

the three Baltic states, reports LETA. 

"Rail Baltica is one of the key pan-Baltic projects and 

vital for further development of the entire region. Because of the Lithuanian prime minister's reluctant 

attitude to the planned fast train project, the Baltic Assembly is concerned about the future of the Rail 

Baltica project and we urge [Lithuania] to stop stalling the signing of the agreement," the Latvian 

parliament's press service quoted Vucans as saying. 

 

Rail Baltica will be not only a symbolic proof to the Baltic unity, it will also serve to boost security, prosperity 

and competitiveness in the region, Vucans said. 

 

He said that today the Presidium of the Baltic Assembly meeting in Brussels had sent a letter to Lithuanian 

Prime Minister Saulius Skvernelis, requesting explanations about his unexpected statement that Lithuania 

might not sign the Rail Baltica agreement. 

 

"The Baltic states cannot afford to lose the Rail Baltic/Rail Baltica project. It is an international cross-border 

project that connects the Baltic states with the rest of Europe and has a significant added value at the 

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
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European level. Determined and irreversible development of the joint Rail Baltic/Rail Baltica project must be 

common goal of the Baltic states, as it would ensure fast and convenient rail connection between the Baltic 

states and the rest of Europe. Rail Baltic/Rail Baltica would thus create the missing link to the Trans-

European Transport Network (TEN-T) and serve as a vital element of the North Sea–Baltic Corridor. 

Therefore, signing of the agreement of the joint Rail Baltic/Rail Baltica project is not only a symbolic step and 

investment into the future of the region, but it will also lay a solid foundation for the security, welfare and 

competitiveness of its people," the letter says. 

 

In mid-January Lithuanian Prime Minister Saulius Skvernelis announced that he was not sure about signing of 

the Rail Baltica agreement planned in Tallinn on January 31. He said that Lithuania's key position on Rail 

Baltica remained unchanged but the new government should scrutinize all aspects of the project before 

signing the agreement. 

 

The Rail Baltica project seeks to re-establish a direct connection between the Baltic states and the European 

railway network. The project is expected to facilitate regional integration by means of a railway link from 

Helsinki that would link Tallinn, Riga, Kaunas, Warsaw and Berlin and might potentially be extended to 

Venice. The EU will help finance the project from the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) for development of 

transport infrastructure. 

 

Source: The Baltic Journal 

Link: http://bit.ly/2n7CtBx 
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Romania gets EUR 57 mln financing for road rehabilitaton 

program 
 

Keywords: European Commission, Trans-European Transport Network, Operational Sectorial Program of 

Transport 2007-2013 

The European commissioner for regional policy, Corina Cretu, 

approved the financial contribution through European fund of 

regional development (FEDR) at the regional project 

„Rehabilitation of the National Road 1C between Dej and Baia 

Mare”. The co-financing of EU for this major flashback project, 

whose rehabilitation works were finished in 2016, amounts to 

EUR 57 million. 

„We all know how important are the transport roads for the development of a region. This investment has 

the potential to attract and stimulate the work force market, ” said  Cretu. 

The main beneficiaries of the rehabilitation of infrastructure are the local, national and international users of 

the transport network, the citizens from Cluj and Maramures counties, the local communities and the public 

services. DN 1C is part of the Trans-European Transport Network. The project is co-financed through the 

Operational Sectorial Program of Transport 2007-2013, within the priority 2 Axis. 

Romania had EUR 20 billion allocated through the cohesion policy funds during 2007-2013. They contributed 

to the construction of 368 km road and the rehabilitation of other 1,900 km. During 2014-2020 period, 

Romania benefits from an allocation of EUR 23 billion in this sector. 

 

Source: Business Review 

Link: http://bit.ly/2o60f0l 
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Bulgaria's RIA To Seek Furnding for Kalotina-Sofia Highway 
 

Keywords: Road Infrastructure Agency, Connecting Europe Facility, trans-European transport network 

The Road Infrastructure Agency will apply for funding for the 

constructions of the highway from border cross-

checkpoint Kalotina to the Sofia ring road, decided on 

Wednesday the outgoing cabinet. 

The funds for the first section of the highway that starts from 

the border and reaches Dragoman will be sought via 

the Connecting Europe Facility under the annual operational 

programme 2016. 

At present, there is one lane in this direction, while there are two lanes in the section from Dragoman to 

Sofia. 

The road is part of the main trans-European transport network and part of the route London – Budapest – 

Belgrade – Niš – Sofia – Plovdiv – Istanbul – Calcutta. This is the shortest route connecting Western Europe 

with the Near East and the Middle East. 

The project includes the construction of a 14.5 km highway, as well as many facilities – bridges, road hubs, 

tunnels, overpasses and underpasses. 

 

Source: Novinite 

Link: http://bit.ly/2oyVZqK 
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Second jetty opens at Zeebrugge LNG terminal 
 

Keywords: Trans-European Energy Networks, Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-T) programme, LNG 

carrier 

Fluxys has announced that the second jetty at the Zeebrugge LNG terminal has officially opened, with the 15 

000 m3 Coral Energy becoming the first LNG carrier to berth at the jetty for a commercial loading. 

The jetty was commissioned in late December 2016, following operational tests carried out over recent 

months. It is designed to receive the smallest LNG carriers (with a capacity of 2000 m3) up to carriers with a 

capacity of 217 000 m3. Approximately 200 loadings have already been booked at the jetty for small LNG 

carriers under long-term contracts. 

As the second jetty is capable of accommodating the smallest LNG vessels, LNG bunkering vessels are now 

able to berth at the terminal. In addition to this, the second jetty will allow the terminal to flexibly respond 

to demand for simultaneous or successive berthings, as using both jetties allows two LNG carriers to be 

unloaded and/or loaded at the same time. 

UECC recently began operating its first LNG-powered car carrier in Zeebrugge, with a second reportedly set 

to follow soon. UECC vessels will be refuelled with LNG by a purpose-built LNG bunkering vessel, which will 

use Zeebrugge as its home port, and in which Fluxys is a partner alongside Engie, Mitsubishi Corp. and NYK 

Line. 

Fluxys Belgium constructed the superstructure and LNG facilities, whilst the Zeebrugge Port Authority was 

responsible for the underwater structure of the jetty. The European Commission co-financed the preliminary 

studies for the second jetty within the framework of the Trans-European Energy Networks (TEN-E) 

programme, whilst a grant was awarded for the construction works through the Trans-European Transport 

Network (TEN-T) programme. The initiative to construct the second jetty also proactively responded to the 

spirit of the European Directive on the deployment of alternative fuels infrastructure for transport launched 

in late 2014. 

 

 

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
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Source: LNG Industry 

Link: http://bit.ly/2oyZi0V 
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Scottish harbour go-ahead 
 

Keywords: European Commission’s Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-T) Programme, vessel, Scottish 

government’s Third National Planning Framework, European Investment Bank (EIB) 

Planning consent has been granted for a £350 million 

(€411.93 million) project to expand facilities at Aberdeen 

Harbour, Nigg Bay, in north east Scotland, in the form of 

Marine Licences and a Harbour Revision Order by the Scottish 

Government, and the project has now sanctioned by 

Aberdeen Harbour Board. 

The work will be carried out by Dragados UK – part of the 

Spanish-based ACS Group. 

Following a detailed engagement process, Aberdeen Harbour Board, in partnership with Dragados UK, will 

develop facilities over the next three years that the Harbour Board said would represent “a step change in 

the marine support capabilities in Scotland”. 

It said these would transform the port’s ability to accommodate the trend for larger vessels witnessed across 

a whole range of industries. 

It added that the expansion would enable existing customers to diversify and expand their interests, while 

attracting new customers and markets to the port, including up-scaled decommissioning activity, a more 

significant share of the available cruise vessel fleet, and larger, more cost-effective commercial vessels. 

Colin Parker, chief executive of Aberdeen Harbour Board, said that there had been six years of detailed 

planning and extensive consultation with the many stakeholders and the regulatory authorities. 

Chairman Alistair Mackenzie added, “Aberdeen Harbour has been in existence for almost 900 years. Its 

longevity can be attributed to its ability to adapt to changing trading requirements and being forward-

thinking in delivering new and improved facilities to support its customers, while at the same time attracting 

new business. 

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
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“We believe that the infrastructure developed in Nigg Bay will encourage and support the continued 

prosperity of the city and region that the harbour serves, and make a significant national economic 

contribution”. 

The development, which is part of the Scottish government’s Third National Planning Framework, is 

scheduled to be completed by 2020. 

Dragados UK was named as the board’s preferred bidder in September, and the company announced that it 

planned to start construction on site early this year. 

The new facilities will include 1,400m of new quay, with a water depth of up to 10.5m, and will create an 

additional 125,000m2 of lay-down area. 

An independent study, commissioned by Scottish Enterprise, estimated that the development would 

generate an additional £1 billion per annum to the economy by 2035, and would create an additional 7,000 

equivalent jobs. 

Funding arrangements for the project incorporated commercial borrowing from the European Investment 

Bank (EIB), and funding from the Aberdeen City & Region Deal. There was also support for the project’s 

feasibility study from Scottish Enterprise, and from the 2013 Annual Programme Call of the European 

Commission’s Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-T) Programme. 

Jonathan Taylor, EIB vice president, said, “Continued investment at Europe’s leading ports is essential to 

improve infrastructure and to cater for ever-changing shipping needs. 

“The European Investment Bank is pleased to support the transformational Nigg Bay development that will 

significantly increase quayside space, allow deep-water access for larger vessels and ensure Aberdeen’s 

continued strong contribution to the Scottish economy.” 

 

Source: Construction Europe 

Link: http://bit.ly/2oF8H4z 
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Euromaritime 2017 exhibition 
 

Keywords: Euromaritime 2017, Paris, Eurowaterways exhibition, marine renewable energies, offshore, 

safety, security, port transport, logistics industries 

The Euromaritime event will take place from 31 January to 2 February 2017 at the Paris Porte de 

Versailles. 

Euromaritime and the accompanying Eurowaterways exhibition aim to bring together all the French and 

European players in the maritime and river industries. 

The Euromaritime exhibition will platform new products and innovations from the construction, equipment 

and repair sectors. But it will also showcase the latest from the marine renewable energies, offshore, safety 

and security and port transport and logistics industries. 

Eurowaterways meanwhile will tackle waterways construction, equipment and repair, renewable energies, 

transport, research and engineering, environment, riverbank development, security and safety for waterway 

navigation and services including certification, financing and insurance. 

An extensive programme of 20 conferences http://www.euromaritime.fr/94/conferences will run alongside 

the exhibitions which aims to highlight emerging technologies in the maritime sector and the waterway 

industry. 

French Prime Minister Bernard Cazeneuve will attend the show on 2 February 2017. He will be aiming to talk 

to available to talk to stakeholders, visitors and exhibitors. 

Mr Cazeneuve has thrown his weight behind the event which he sees as helping to work towards a “real 

maritime sector” highlighted in a general policy statement he made back in December 2016. 

 

Source: Maritime Journal 

Link: http://bit.ly/2nWVTXe 
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Nine European firms en route to Shahid Rajaee Port 
 

Keywords: Ports and Maritime Organization (PMO), marine transport, shipping line 

PMO head, while reporting on eagerness of 9 European companies to implement Shahid Rajaei Port 

development project, said 17 shipping lines have returned to Iranian ports. 

Mohammad Saeidnejad, Managing Director of Iran’s Ports and Maritime Organization (PMO), said marine 

transport sector was among the first targets of Western sides for damaging Iran’s economy since the largest 

portion of goods transport in varied out via sea. 

“The most severe sanctions had been imposed against shipping lines,” noted the official adding that the 

West had imposed sanctions against the Iranian economy in lines, insurance and operatory sectors though 

all restrictions were removed last year. 

PMO head, while reiterating that all limitations had been eliminated in maritime sector, said “following 

sanctions removal, 17 shipping lines returned to Iranian ports and the country’s ships are now able to 

commute to major international ports including European ones.” 

Saeidnejad touched upon insurance as one substantial barrier faced by Iran’s maritime transport explaining 

that international classification institutions have resumed activities with Iranian firms and insurance issues 

have been completely resolved and relevant services can be made use of. 

He further touched upon purchase of required equipment saying “when sanctions were cancelled, we gained 

access to the competitive market and the need no longer exists to buy items from some specific companies; 

“a major cargo of necessary industrial equipment for ports has been purchased and will enter Chabahar port 

in coming days.” 

Ground have been also provided for attraction of foreign investment, underline the official saying “presently, 

nine giant European companies have voiced readiness to develop phase three of Shahid Rajaei Port.” 

“Indians have made 150 million dollars of investment in Chanahar port within a Build-Operate-Transfer 

(BOT) contract,” maintained the official reporting that yet another investment worth 58 million dollars will 

soon become operational by Indians. 
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“Direct transfer of goods to Iranian ports, without reliance on ports of neighboring countries, has 

significantly reduced costs,” Saeidnejad concluded. 

 

Source: Mehr News Agency 

Link: http://bit.ly/2naiLW7 
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IMO: Implementation of the 0.50% global sulphur limit a 

major item for the Sub-Committee on Pollution Prevention 

and Response says Secretary-General 
 

Keywords: International Maritime Organization (IMO), pollution, GHG emission, Member Governments, 

intergovernmental organizations, non-governmental international organizations and an enthusiastic 

Secretariat, World Maritime Day, United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals, Ballast Water 

Management Convention 

Good morning, distinguished delegates, 

It is a pleasure for me to welcome you to the fourth session of 

the Sub-Committee on Pollution Prevention and Response. I 

particularly welcome those delegates who may be attending 

this Sub-Committee for the first time. As this is the first 

meeting of 2017, I wish you all, and the maritime community 

at large, a happy, healthy, productive, successful and 

accident-free new year. 

Last year was a very successful one and we should be proud of all the great achievements made towards a 

safer, more secure, environmentally friendly and more efficient maritime world. I wish to highlight the 

landmark adoption of the mandatory data collection system for fuel oil consumption of ships, the approval 

of the Roadmap for developing a comprehensive IMO strategy on reduction of GHG emissions from ships, 

and the decision to implement the global sulphur cap of 0.50% for fuel oil in 2020, which truly showcase 

the Organization’s strong commitment to the protection of the marine environment and the atmosphere. 

Those achievements could not have been secured without the cooperation, support and contributions 

provided by Member Governments, intergovernmental organizations, non-governmental international 

organizations and an enthusiastic Secretariat, therefore, I would take this opportunity to express my sincere 

and heartfelt appreciation to everyone involved. 
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I urge you to continue working together globally, throughout the year, to create and sustain an even safer, 

more secure, more environmentally friendly and more efficient maritime world. I will continue my effort in 

acting as a bridge among Member States to ensure communication and understanding, while pursuing a 

more efficient Organization, flexibly adapting our resources to the changing needs. 

Before turning to the most important items on your agenda for this week, I wish to say a few words about 

this year’s World Maritime Day theme, which is “Connecting Ships, Ports and People”. The theme has been 

selected to build on the theme of 2016, “Shipping: indispensable to the world”, by focussing on helping 

Member States to develop and implement maritime strategies that invest in a joined-up, interagency 

approach to address a whole range of issues, including facilitation of maritime transport, increasing 

efficiency, navigational safety, protection of the marine environment and maritime security. 

I believe that the theme will provide a good opportunity to improve cooperation between ports and ships 

and develop a closer partnership between the two sectors; to raise global standards and set norms for the 

safety, security and efficiency of ports; and to standardize port procedures through identifying and 

developing best practice guidance and training materials. 

It has always been my firm belief that the maritime sector, which includes shipping, ports and the people 

who operate them, can and should play a significant role helping Member States to create conditions for 

increased employment, prosperity and stability ashore through promoting trade by sea; enhancing the port 

and maritime sector as wealth creators both on land and, through developing a sustainable blue economy, 

at sea. 

In this way, IMO will be contributing to achieving the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals which 

are a wide-ranging response to the challenges facing the world today. And ultimately, more efficient 

shipping, working in partnership with a port sector supported by governments, could well be a major driver 

towards global stability and sustainable development for the good of all people. 

This year World Maritime Day will be celebrated at IMO Headquarters on Thursday, 28 September, and 

the annual parallel event will be organized by the Government of Panama. 

Distinguished delegates, 

Since you last met one year ago, the Marine Environment Protection Committee held its sixty-ninth and 

seventieth sessions and you will be informed of its decisions that are relevant to your work. 
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Among the most important work before you this week, I would single out your work on prevention of air 

pollution from ships. At this session, you will embark on work concerning the implementation of the 0.50% 

global sulphur limit, including the preparation of a justification and scope for a new output on what 

additional measures may be developed to promote its consistent implementation, for consideration by 

MEPC 71 in July of this year. I consider this matter as particularly important, since it will support the smooth 

and effective implementation of the sulphur cap, thus ensuring a significant beneficial impact on the 

environment and on human health, and at the same time maintaining the safe operation of ships. 

Still in connection with air pollution prevention, I appreciate data submitted to this session by Member 

Governments and international organizations on black carbon emission measurements, based on the agreed 

definition of “Black Carbon” and the measurement reporting protocol for voluntary data collection. I look 

forward to further progress in addressing the impact on the Arctic of black carbon emissions from 

international shipping according to the work plan agreed by your parent Committee. Timely finalization of 

this output will allow the Committee to make a sound policy decision on this important matter. 

Moving on to the Ballast Water Management Convention, the entry into force of the Convention in 

September this year will open the next chapter of a story which began with its adoption in 2004. I look 

forward to the finalization at this session of the manual on “Ballast Water Management – How to do it”, 

which will provide useful and practical advice to Governments, particularly those of developing countries, on 

the technical, economic and legal implications of ratifying, implementing and enforcing the Convention. Of 

great importance is also the continued work on guidance on sampling and analysis of ballast water, as well 

as work related to the 2016 Guidelines for approval of ballast water management systems (G8), which were 

adopted by MEPC 70. 

I also welcome the substantial progress the Sub-Committee made, in past sessions, towards the 

development of the Offshore Support Vessel Chemical Code. I would be pleased to see the final product at 

this session, so that a concise and clear regulatory framework for the transport and handling of limited 

amounts of hazardous and noxious liquid substances in bulk on offshore support vessels is in place which can 

meet the challenge of the complex and continued evolution of the offshore industry, taking into account the 

unique design features and service characteristics of these vessels. 

Among the other important issues before you this week, I would like to highlight: 
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– the revision of chapter 21 of the IBC Code and its application to the products included in chapters 17 and 

18 of the Code; 

– the development of a regulatory solution to the discharge of high-viscosity solidifying and persistent 

floating products, in the wake of a number of incidents with significant environmental consequences; and 

– the finalization of the updated OPRC Model training courses; 

Distinguished delegates, 

Having highlighted some of the most important items on your agenda, I am left in no doubt that this session 

will demand a lot of hard work from all of you as you are expected to finalize some of them while achieving 

further progress on others. I am confident that you will tackle the tasks before you successfully, inspired by 

the customary IMO spirit of cooperation. This, in turn, will ensure that, under the able leadership of your 

Chair, Mr. Sveinung Oftedal of Norway, you make sound, balanced and timely decisions on which to base 

your advice to the Marine Environment Protection Committee and, as the case may be, to the Marine 

Safety Committee as well. As always, the Secretariat will be standing by to give you all the support required. 

I wish you every success in your deliberations and the best of luck. 

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to invite you to the launch of an exhibition after the close of 

business this afternoon, on “50 years of working together – government and industry collaboration to 

address the risk of oil pollution from ships”. This exhibition will celebrate the important progress and 

achievements made in reducing oil spills in the past 50 years, in the aftermath of the 1967 Torrey Canyon 

incident which served as an important catalyst for positive change. 

 

Source: Hellenic Shipping News 

Link: http://bit.ly/2oHv6Or 
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