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The interview with Mr José Anselmo Motorways of the Sea by 

Zero Vision Tool 
Keywords: Zero Vision Tool, José Anselmo, Motorways of the Sea, DG MOVE, European Commission TEN-T 

Listen to the interview with Jose Anselmo, TEN-T/MoS 

Policy Advisor, or read the transcript below. 

Mr Jose Anselmo, Ten-T and Motorways of the Sea 

policy advisor, welcome to the Zero Vision Tool radio, 

interviewing at the conference Motorways of the Sea 

in Gothenburg. Can you please introduce yourself and 

your role at the Motorways of the Sea? 

Well, I’m a civil servant; I’ve been working in Brussels at 

the European Commission for 23 years. I started on 

research for transportation and maritime transport, and as I like to do things that I know a little bit of, I’m 

still there. I mean, I’m not doing research any longer, now I’m doing development and innovation in the 

sense of the market uptake of these new technologies, so we are trying to bring new technologies into the 

real world. If you want, you can also see it as a modus contribution for the increase of jobs, growth and 

competitiveness for Europe, so that’s what I’m trying to do. 

What’s your impression of the first day at the conference? 

Very good. I was really impressed by the way the stakeholders were reacting. I mean, this conference is 

dedicated to the reduction of emissions. Emissions may be seen as a problem in this area of the world, I 

mean North Sea and the Baltic, but I think that people here are taking it as a challenge, not as a problem, as 

a challenge. And they are facing and trying to discover new solutions, new technical solutions. Of course you 

have the big ship owners like Stena, which is doing it on a very structured way, which is already moving 

forward, finding alternative solutions, scrubbers, methanol, LNG, but you also have the very small ship 

owners. 

I’m very impressed with the very small ship owner from Finland, close to Helsinki, and they have five ships 

and they have developed their own scrubber system. That seems very promising, very good, so this leads me 

to believe in Europe’s capacity to answer and to meet the challenges and I’m really very grateful to the Baltic 

and to the Skagerrak, to Gothenburg and to the Zero Vision Tool for helping us to develop these parts that 

are important to us, knowing what to do for the future, what people need us to support. I mean, where do 

you need us to support you better to be more efficient? So it was rather good. 

Can you give us some words about your speech on the topic ‘the Motorways of the Sea ambition’ and ‘the 

Motorways of the Sea 2015–2017 report: obstacles and thought solutions’? 

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
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Well, we would like to be seen as a tool to help ship owners and ports and transport actors to try and tackle 

their problems, be it on the environment, as we just discussed, or be it at safety at sea. If you do not have 

safety at sea, you cannot have ships at sea or solving human problem, the training, it’s not enough to 

develop liquefied natural gas tools, you also need to train people to handle it. So that’s why we are trying to 

develop a global holistic approach. The same thing has to do with traffic management if you have again 

coming to the Baltic every day two thousand ships; you need to have traffic management. Otherwise, a 

disaster would occur. So all these issues we are dealing with now, and last but not least we are also dealing 

with the battery integration of maritime transport in the logistic chain. 

So obviously what we want to do is to make it easier and more palatable for ships, for people that have 

businesses in the interland to use maritime transportation as their main carrier so we are trying to facilitate 

the whole chain of transport between that small village inland where there is the factory to the ports to the 

port to the ships and to the ships to the foreland to another port and to another interland where another 

person is going to use this product to make their product. So this is what we try to do, we try to support the 

deployment of the container, the physical deployment through the system and at the same time we try to 

develop the information systems that will support it with all the documentation that you need, all the 

information on the problem that you need to go through the phytosanitary, the veterinary and the customs 

requirements. 

Have you had any special questions from the participants here at the Motorways of the Sea that you 

would like to address? 

Well, basically, the issue of legal obligations and the question I would like to address is that I think that 

namely ship owners but the shipping community should come straight forward. I have much respect for the 

Zero Vision initiative in the sense that finally ship owners came out. And those were the first really to come 

on a structured way out so I’m very thankful to Sweden for giving this example, for setting the example. I 

think that Finland is following it and I’m certain that Denmark will join very quickly because it is really 

important that we understand what is the commitment of the ship owners – what do they need to do, how 

much they match their societal priorities. 

For me it’s logic that Swedish ship owners match the environmental societal priorities of Sweden. So the 

same should happen with the other ones and then we are there to try and help where we can together with 

the governments and finding solutions for research or true initiatives to the deployment to help them 

improve and to help them deploy what they want to do. 

What is the best way for the shipping industry to keep up the good work in the next step? 

Well, they need to come together. Global problems like the emission control areas or some of the other 

ones cannot be done alone by one isolated shipping company, so you need to learn how to cooperate and 

how to cooperate with all the other partners, with the ports, with the railways, with the intermodal system. 

This is what we can and will try to help people do, facilitating trade and using shipping to revamp Europe and 

to give Europe a future, a maritime future at home and also overseas. 

 

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
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Source: Audio Boom – Zero Vision Tool 

Link: http://bit.ly/2eKr45T 
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GreenPort Congress 2016 confirms green strategy 

commitments 
Keywords: GreenPort Congress 2016, Venice Port Authority, European Commission, INEA, ESPO, alternative 

fuels, DG MOVE, Climate change, Port development, Incentive schemes, About Mercator Media, Motorways of 

the Sea 

Greenport Congress 2016 and the Conference Dinner 

devoted to green business strategy were hosted by 

Venice Port Authority and held at Hotel Monaco & 

Grand Canal. Nearly 180 delegates from more than 30 

countries came together in Venice this week at the 

11th GreenPort Congress. The theme that came out of 

the first day is one that has been heard time and time 

again at the conference, but each year something 

different crops up to demonstrate why a uniform 

approach to regulation and policy is nearly impossible 

to implement across the global ports sector, the event 

organizer said in a press release. 

 

One thing that should be standard though, said Brian Simpson, European Coordinator for the Motorways of 

the Sea in his keynote speech, is that the environment should be at the forefront of business strategy. And, 

said Isabelle Ryckbost, Secretary General, European Sea Port Organization (ESPO), climate change should 

be top of the agenda of ports. But of course as always, there is a need for a balanced approach between 

societal and environmental expectations and economic investment. 

 

Alternative fuels 

Session one of the Congress looked at port infrastructure with a heavy focus on LNG. Questions from the 

floor focused on the concerns about LNG’s viability as an alternative fuel. The question was asked why we 

are investing in LNG as a fossil fuel for ships that will be built for even lower emissions targets in the future? 

Jarek Kotowski from INEA said that there are other options aside from LNG to include methanol, nuclear and 

wind power. But there are no easy answers. In the next couple of decades he believes that we'll still be 

dependent on fossil fuels so LNG is a good option to meet emissions targets for now. Another concern was 

over the expense of LNG infrastructure, even if a port manages to secure additional funding for any LNG 

investment, making it unfeasible for many ports. 

 

Climate change 

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
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Session two dealt with climate change; first up on the agenda was an 'Introduction to the outcome of the 

Paris Agreement, December 2015' by Jan Brooke, Focal point for PIANC’s Think Climate coalition. The Paris 

agreement will come into effect in November and requires action to mitigate green house gas emissions. 

PIANC's Think Climate coalition is a group of international organisations working together to try and 

harmonise carbon accounting across the sector. Jan Brooke said:"We need to improve resilience. Climate 

change will affect both new and existing port infrastructure. The Paris agreement is a wake-up call, everyone 

has to do their bit to reduce emissions, ports are vulnerable". 

 

 

Charles Haine, Technical Director, Lead for Maritime, Ports & Logistics Sector, Environment, WSP-Parsons 

Brinckerhoff, talked about climate change mitigation and adaptation. He said that we should be thinking 

about the layouts and design of ports with regards to future proofing and be focusing more on joined up 

thinking. "The port authority in future will have to supply GHG data to their tenants. Climate change 

adaptation should be high on the agenda but there is no one size fits all,” he said. It is worth noting though 

that everyone can do their bit. One small change to one small component of the design of port infrastructure 

can save thousands of tonnes of carbon. 

 

Port development 

Session three focused on sustainable port development and maximising potential. A talk on 'Shore-to-ship 

Power for LNG-to-Power' by Luca Imperiali, Global Application Technology Manager, ABB, made clear that 

"Shore to ship power is one of many tools that can be used to improve efficiency and the green footprint of 

a port" but it’s by no means a solution for everyone. 

 

But perhaps electrification of equipment is more attainable for some. Lorene Grandidier, Group Marketing 

and Business Development Manager, Cavotec, said that electrification brings clear benefits in emissions 

reduction and compliance with regulations. Latest innovations in electrification can make a port more 

efficient and safer. 

 

Incentive schemes 

The last session of the day focused on port incentive schemes which attracted a certain amount of sceptism. 

 

Alessandro Pititto, co-presenting with Dr Chris Wooldridge, Cardiff University, said: "Most environmental 

charging schemes in Europe work as rebates on port dues but there is a widespread belief that charging 

schemes are a weak incentive to make shippers go greener.” Why? Maybe the stakes are a bit low or maybe 

no one has a clear idea of the extent to which a charging scheme may benefit the environment he said. What 

is the alternative? There is no universal answer but one thing for sure is that ports need to use analyse and 

use their own data to find out. 

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
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Which brings us neatly back round to the fundamental problem with a one size fits all approach. No one 

knows better about a port’s own operations than the port itself. The overwhelming opinion from day one at 

the Congress was that the ports industry just needs to get better at taking a more proactive and joined up 

approach to tackling emissions. As more stakeholders are waking up to their own green responsibilities, 

taking the right environmental approach will become even more fundamental in helping the ports industry 

to compete and attract new business in an ever more competitive world. 

Participants went on to enjoy a private tour of the Doge’s Palace, St Mark’s Square, which was organized by 

Stormwater Italia which was followed by the Networking Dinner hosted by Venice Port Authority at the 

fabulous Hotel Monaco & Grand Canal. The GreenPort Congress continues today in Venice, Italy and 

delegates will be given a tour of Venice Port on Friday. 

 

GreenPort Cruise and GreenPort Congress are Mercator Media events. The 2016 GreenPort Cruise 

Conference was held on the 11 October 2016, followed by the GreenPort Congress on the 12-14 October. 

Both events are hosted by the Venice Port Authority in Venice, Italy. 

 

About Mercator Media 

Established in 1989 British based Mercator Media Ltd is a privately-owned events, magazines and online 

publishing business, primarily specialising in the commercial marine sector. Mercator Media is a niche 

publishing company that knows how to create and disseminate the vital content that moves markets. The 

company maintains valued B2B marketplaces centred on the world’s marine infrastructure. It is a global 

leader in the creation of integrated marketing strategies for clients within its specialist sectors, using a range 

of channels including print, online, events and research. Mercator’s magazines, events and online resources 

are produced by industry experts dedicated to providing the critical insight, analysis and relevant 

connections needed by business professionals who are advancing their specific fields. Mercator Media Ltd’s 

titles include Maritime Journal, The Motorship, Port Strategy and World Fishing, and events include Europe’s 

leading commercial maritime sector annual event and conference, Seawork International, and the Icelandic 

Fisheries Exhibition, amongst others. 

 

Source: Port News 

Link: http://bit.ly/2eKhM9Y 
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European Sea Ports Organisation says 2020 timeline for 0.5% 

global sulfur cap must be kept 
Keywords: European Sea Ports Organisation, International Maritime Organisation (IMO), IMO's Marine 

Environment Protection Committee, European Commission 

The European Sea Ports Organisation in a press release this week highlighted the need for the 

International Maritime Organization to deliver on its commitment to tackle emissions in the shipping 

industry in time. 

 

The IMO's Marine Environment Protection Committee, or MEPC, will gather over October 24-28 to discuss 

two key issues: measures for reducing the carbon footprint in the shipping industry as well as whether it will 

adopt a 2020 or 2025 timeline for the implementation of the 0.5% global sulfur cap. 

 

"European ports believe that the deadline of 2020 for introducing a global cap of 0.5% sulfur content in 

marine fuels must be maintained, aligning thus the IMO timing with the EU timing as foreseen in the current 

sulfur directive and thus avoiding an un-level playing field between EU and its neighboring countries," it said 

on Wednesday. 

 

The EU's sulfur directive limits sulfur emissions from commercial shipping to 0.1%, in a zone that extends 

from the English Channel to the Baltic Sea. [...] 

 

Source: Platts 

Link: http://bit.ly/2ef8XSa 
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European-Parliament: CO2 emissions from shipping should 

be regulated internationally 
Keywords: Industry Committee of the European Parliament, Members of the European Parliament, CO2 

Emission, International Maritime Organisation (IMO) 

Yesterday, the Industry Committee of the European 

Parliament adopted its report on the EU’s emissions 

trading scheme (ETS) and stressed that the climate 

impact of shipping should be regulated at UN level. The 

Committee therefore rejected the inclusion of shipping 

in the EU ETS. Conservative MEP Bendt Bendtsen 

firmly believes that this is a clear step in the right 

direction. 

Ahead of today’s important vote, several Members of the European Parliament had presented amendments 

which would have included shipping in the regional CO2 emission’s trading scheme of the EU. However, it 

was clear following the vote, that a large majority of the Committee believes shipping should be regulated 

globally. 

Since the shipping industry is truly global, regional rules in the EU would be a setback for the 

competitiveness of Danish and European shipowners, according to Conservative Member of the Industry 

Committee, Bendt Bendtsen. He believes that a regional solution would not result in the desired reduction 

of CO2 emissions since the majority of the world’s fleet would not be part of the EU’s proposal. 

”Today’s vote is important because it sends a clear signal. The vote reflects that a regional approach would 

not be sustainable for shipping, and that in order to achieve significant CO2 reductions, we have to look 

beyond our borders. This of course also means that the eyes of the European Parliament are now set on the 

IMO,” Mr. Bendtsen says. 

All eyes on IMO 

Focus is now on the maritime organisation of the UN, IMO, which meets late October to decide on how to 

reduce the CO2-emissions of shipping at the international level. 

“We are satisfied that a large majority of politicians in the Committee supported that shipping should be 

regulated in the UN. The Industry Committee stressed that the EU will hold the IMO accountable on CO2, 

which the Danish Shipowners’ Association fully supports,” says Simon C. Bergulf, Director EU Affairs of the 

Danish Shipowners’ Association. 

The vote in the Industry Committee is the first step in the European Parliaments handling of the case. The 

next step is the Environment Committee’s opinion in December. 

 

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
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Source: Hellenic Shipping News 

Link: http://bit.ly/2fb9Sbb 
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“Biggest ever” pan-European cyber-security exercise 

concludes today 
Keywords: Cyber-security, CE2016, Cyber Europe 2016, cyber attack simulation, EU cyber-security, ENISA – the 

European Union Agency for Network and Information Security 

CE2016, the fourth in a semi-annual series of pan-

European cyber-security exercises organised by ENISA, 

has concluded today, bringing to a close six months of 

activity. 

Cyber Europe 2016, a trans-European coordinated 

cyber attack simulation, has drawn to a close today, 

concluding months of exercises and scenarios. 

Engaging 28 EU member states plus Switzerland and 

Norway, the fourth annual exercise involved thousands 

of cyber-security experts. The last exercise to run was 

CE2014 which involved around 200 organisations. 

This year's event, running since April, is said to be the largest and most comprehensive EU cyber-security 

exercise to date. 

According to ENISA – the European Union Agency for Network and Information Security – Cyber Europe 

2016 (CE2016) was an opportunity for cyber-security professionals to analyse complex, innovative and 

realistic scenarios. 

“For the first time, a full scenario was developed with actors, media coverage, simulated companies and 

social media, bringing in the public affairs dimension associated with cyber crises, so as to increase realism 

to a level never seen before in cyber-security exercises,” ENISA said. 

For the past two days, representatives from more than 300 organisations including national cyber-security 

agencies, ministries, EU institutions and commercial IT service providers collaborated on addressing a 

simulated crisis that has been brewing for the past six months. 

The CE2016 scenario “paints a very dark scenario” and was inspired by threats to critical national 

infrastructure (CNI), the internet of things (IoT) and cloud computing, using threat vectors as diverse as 

drones, innovative exfiltration methods, mobile malware and ransomware. 

The motto of the exercise is “Stronger Together” and the key to success is cooperation at all levels to stymie 

transnational threats, according to ENISA. The exercise centred on political and economic policies as they 

relate to cyber-security, with a special focus on the Network and Information Security (NIS) directive which 

was recently passed by the EU Parliament. 

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
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Günther H. Oettinger, European commissioner for the digital economy and society, said the NIS Directive 

and CE2016 aim to promote cooperation between member states. “We are only as strong as our weakest 

link,” he said. “Cyber Europe 2016 provides a unique opportunity for Member States, public and private 

partners to enhance cyber contingency plans and pan-European cooperation." 

Udo Helmbrecht, executive director of ENISA, said: “The role of ENISA in assisting the EU Member States for 

cyber crises is essential, both by organising exercises and by bringing together key stakeholders. Six years 

have passed since our first cyber crisis simulation and in that time the maturity level and response capability 

on complex cyber issues has increased. We are better prepared than we were, but that does not mean we 

have done enough and the work must continue. Cyber-attacks are more sophisticated than before. Cyber-

security is not a state, it is a process.” 

The outcomes of CE2016 will be analysed by ENISA and the member states, with detailed lessons shared 

with the participants to establish a list of actions to improve IT security. Many of the findings of the exercise 

are useful for the implementation of the NIS Directive, the work of the CSIRT Network and the European 

cyber cooperation platform, ENISA said. 

CE2014 was criticised by a number of sources for failing to address the fundamental problems of inter-

governmental communication and disparate incident response standards across borders.   

However, an ENISA spokesperson, addressing these critics, said: “This kind of cooperation between the EU 

and EFTA countries is crucial for the strengthening of cross border, transnational cyber-incident 

management. The importance of this exercise is to learn whom to contact, to build trust in between the 

actors in Europe. This enables us build trust, to exchange best practices, procedures, cyber exercises, lessons 

learned, and expertise which are all paramount for ensuring a stronger community that is able to tackle 

transnational cyber-crises.” 

An after action report, summarising the lessons from CE2016, will be published early in 2017. Cyber Europe 

will follow in 2018, while a number of smaller scale exercises are planned in between. 

A report on CE2014 concluded with five key findings: 

1. Cyber Europe exercises, as well as any cooperation activity at European level during real cyber 

crises, build upon existing relations between Member States. ENISA and the Member States will 

continue to invest in trust building activities to maintain and further develop existing trust. 

2. ENISA and the Member States should further develop the operational procedures which drive the 

cooperation activities during a cyber crisis, taking into account existing and future cooperation 

frameworks, to bring these procedures to a maturity level similar to those found in other sectors 

such as civil protection and aviation. 

3. ENISA and the Member States will seek further integration with national and regional activities. 

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
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4. ENISA will address future Cyber Europe activities as a programme containing both trainings as well 

as small and large scale exercises, in order to provide a better experience and achieve greater 

impact. 

5. Lastly, ENISA will further develop the Cyber Exercise Platform to offer a richer experience to both 

players and planners, as well as to support the organisation of national and regional exercises, 

fostering the development of a cyber exercise community. 

 

Source: SC Magazine 

Link: http://bit.ly/2eJWIxn 
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European Shipping Week Receives EU Patronage 
Keywords: European Shipping Week, European Community Shipowners’ Associations (ECSA), European 

Parliament, ECSA 

European Shipping Week has been granted the European Parliament’s 

official patronage by its President, Mr Martin Schultz. 

 

Commenting on European Shipping Week, Mr Schultz said his institution 

appreciated the opportunity for open dialogue between policy makers 

and representatives of the shipping industry to debate the future of 

European shipping policy. 

 

In a letter to Niels Smedegaard, President of the European Community 

Shipowners’ Associations (ECSA), Mr Schulz said: “As you are aware, 

the transport sector is the driving force of the EU economy, and Europe 

is a world leader in both manufacturing and transport operations. The 

European Parliament considers that the creation of a European 

Transport Area is an important priority, and, with regard to maritime 

transport, has called for the establishment of a real European transport 

space without barriers, a so‐called ‘Blue Belt’, which would facilitate the formalities for ships operating 

between EU ports.” 

 

Welcoming the European Parliament’s patronage, Patrick Verhoeven, Secretary General of ECSA, said: “It is 

essential that the regulators see the value of working with industry through an event such as European 

Shipping Week. The European Commission and the European Council of Ministers, through the Malta 

Presidency, already sit on the official Steering Group. Working with our colleagues at the European 

Parliament can only be good news for next year’s event and for shipping in general.” 

 

Next year’s European Shipping Week, to be held in Brussels from Monday February 27 th to Friday March 

3rd, will offer the ideal platform for both industry and regulators to come together to debate and agree a 

pathway of these and other issues moving forward. 

 

ESW17 will fall under the Maltese Presidency of the European Union and Valletta has already announced 

that it will focus its maritime agenda on migration and the Mediterranean.  

 

Decarbonisation of shipping will also come under discussion during the week, either in the context of the 

flagship conference or through a dedicated event. 

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
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The headline ESW17 Conference and Gala Dinner will be held on Wednesday, March 1st at the Steigenberger 

 

ESW is organised by Shipping Innovation – the driving force behind the highly successful London 

International Shipping Week (LISW). 

 

Source: Maritime Logistics 

Link: http://bit.ly/2efavLX 
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Shipping Industry United on CO2 at IMO Meeting 
Keywords: Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC 70), International Maritime Organization (IMO), 

BIMCO, International Chamber of Shipping, INTERCARGO, INTERTANKO and World Shipping Council, CO2 

emission, climate change 

In advance of next week’s critical meeting of the Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC 70) at 

the International Maritime Organization (IMO) in London, the global shipping industry has called on IMO 

Member States to give serious consideration to a joint industry submission regarding the need for further 

progress on addressing the sector’s CO2 emissions.  

  

The joint industry submission  (made by BIMCO, International Chamber of Shipping, INTERCARGO, 

INTERTANKO and World Shipping Council) represents a unified response from the shipping industry to the 

Paris Agreement on climate change, which entered into force on October 5.     

 

The joint industry submission calls on IMO Member States to finalize the adoption of a global CO2 data 

collection system for international shipping, as a precursor to the consideration of possible next steps to 

address the sector’s CO2 emissions.  

  

Such steps could then build on the existing IMO mandatory agreement on technical and operational 

measures to reduce shipping’s CO2, which entered into force worldwide in 2013 – the first global agreement 

of its kind to be established outside of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 

(UNFCCC). 

 

In particular, the industry associations will be requesting MEPC 70 to agree to develop a roadmap which 

would include a timeline for the completion of this important work, which the submission describes – 

although the industry is flexible about the precise terminology – as determining a ‘fair share contribution’ 

towards reducing the world’s total CO2 emissions, of which international shipping is currently responsible 

for about 2.2%.      

  

The international industry associations are united in emphasizing that it is of the utmost importance that 

MEPC 70 makes significant progress on agreeing to develop a timeline for consideration of next steps, in 

order that IMO can make a positive report to the next UNFCCC Conference of Parties (COP 22) which meets 

in Marrakesh from November 7. 
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The industry’s submission to MEPC 70 is intended to demonstrate that shipping is responding responsibly to 

global climate change, and that IMO is the only competent authority for addressing shipping’s CO2 

emissions. 

 

Source: Marine Link 

Link: http://bit.ly/2e157yd 
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Transport Northern Ireland has suspended bidding for a 

£165m Belfast road scheme and put the project on hold. 
Keywords: European Commission, Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-T) project, Freight Transport 

Association 

The York Street Interchange improvement scheme has been in planning 

since 2009. It is Northern Ireland’ busiest road junction, carrying 100,000 

vehicles a day. 

The improvement scheme involved construction of a grade-separated 

junction at York Street that would provide direct links between Westlink and 

the M2 and M3 motorways. Work had been due to start in autumn 2017 and 

the procurement process was ongoing. 

Around 40% of the funding for the project was set to come from the European Union as a Trans-European 

Transport Network (TEN-T) project. The Freight Transport Association blamed the postponement of the 

scheme on the UK's forthcoming withdrawal from the EU. 

The Northern Ireland Office Department for Infrastructure confirmed to the Belfast Telegraph: “The Minister 

has a range of capital priorities including four Executive flagship projects. Progress on these will be 

determined by the scale of resources available to him from the forthcoming Budget process. As a result as 

the published procurement plan states, the procurement in relation to the York Street project is currently on 

hold.” 

 

Source: the Construction Index 

Link: http://bit.ly/2fjH3bS 
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UN will force shipping to clean up its act 
Keywords: Motorways of the Sea, Journal de l’Environnement reports, Paris Agreement, CO2 emissions, 

alternative fuels, IMO’s Marine Environment Protection Committee (MPEC) 

The UN’s International Maritime Organisation (IMO) is 

pondering measures to cut shipping pollution and 

bring emissions into line with the Paris 

Agreement. EurActiv’s partner Journal de 

l’Environnement reports. 

Like commercial aviation, marine transport slipped 

through the cracks in the Paris Agreement. Responsible 

for more than 2% of global greenhouse gas emissions,  

commercial shipping is also a major source of local air 

pollution. 

But the IMO’s Marine Environment Protection Committee (MPEC) has begun to take local and global impact 

of shipping pollution seriously; it was on the agenda for the committee’s 70th meeting in London this week. 

Measure and publish performance 

The UN organisation is considering enforcing stricter regulations on large ships. Under the proposals, the 

owners of the tens of thousands of ships with a displacement greater than 5,000 tonnes would be obliged to 

measure their fuel consumption and CO2 emissions, and to declare the results to the IMO and the ships’ 

countries of registration. This is a first step. 

At its meeting in April this year, MPEC also agreed on the need for marine transport to take account of the 

Paris Agreement. The IMO plans to adopt binding measures to reduce the sector’s carbon footprint, and 

could lay out its timetable this week. 

Cutting sulphur emissions 

The 171 members of the IMO will also have to agree on a date for the entry into force of the new rules on 

the reduced sulphur content of fuels. Adopted in 1997, the International Convention for the Prevention of 

Pollution from Ships (MARPOL) placed a limit of 0.5% on the sulphur content of shipping fuel, which will 

come into force in 2020. 

60,000 premature deaths per year 

Existing rules limit the sulphur content of shipping fuel to 3.5%, making marine transport the biggest emitter 

of sulphur oxides in the world. Exceptions can be found in the Sulphur Emission Control Areas (SECAs) of 

North America and Northern Europen where the mlimit is 0.1%. 
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In 1999, researchers from Carnegie Mellon University estimated that between 5% and 30% of the 

concentration of airborne sulphates in coastal regions was down to commercial shipping. These particles are 

harmful to marine and land environments, as well as to human health. 

Later research by the University of Delaware attributed more than 60,000 premature deaths per year in 

Europe and Asia to this pollution, and predicted that that figure would rise by 40% by 2012. 

Opposition from refiners 

But refiners of shipping fuel have spoken out against the mandatory sulphur reduction. At least, if it comes 

into force so soon. 

Cutting sulphur content would require big changes to machinery and investments in the billions of dollars. 

According to the consultancy CE Delft, the success of the reduced sulphur convention will depend on the 

ability of the refiners to provide low-sulphur fuel from 2020.  If not, the oil companies and some shipping 

companies plan to push the entry into force of Annex VI of the MARPOL convention back to 2025. 

One interesting detail: the Cook Islands pushed hard to strengthen the Paris Agreement, but are one of the 

fiercest opponents of binding emissions limits on maritime transport. 

 

Source: EurActiv 

Link: http://bit.ly/2eKusxv 
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