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The European Network of National Maritime Clusters 

Keywords: Maritime clusters, maritime activities, European Network of National Maritime Clusters (ENMC), 

maritime European Economy, Commissioner Karmenu Vella, Juncker Plan, the working-plan of DGMare, 

International Maritime Organization (IMO), Horizon2020 

One may have all kinds of maritime clusters, 

depending on the criteria which have been originally 

selected to create such or such cluster. Some gather 

maritime professionals who belong to the same 

geographical areas, some other are based on the type 

of activity (for instance a cluster of maritime entities 

active in maritime research & innovation; or in 

shipbuilding/ship repairs/equipment; or in any other 

field where maritime professionals want to coordinate and harmonize some of their actions, work, 

lobbying etc…). But a National maritime cluster – in our view at least – should gather most of the maritime 

activities of its country, and act at the service of the national maritime economy, especially through pushing 

initiatives which are transversal (i.e. gathering various different maritime activities) and are meant to 

reinforce the strength of the corresponding maritime community at large. 

  

What is the ENMC? 

Today the ENMC gathers the national maritime clusters of Belgian, Bulgaria, Denmark, Finland, France, 

Germany, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, UK, 

whereas Malta (headed by former Commmissioner Joe Borg) will officially join in October. Knowing that a 

few of them have a different name, like for instance the Federazione del Mare in Italy or the Forum Oceano 

in Portugal… 

  

It will take a few years (maybe five or more) to really unify the national maritime clusters of the ENMC into a 

unique harmonized and homogeneous organization. Indeed the existing national clusters – from Eastern 

Europe to Northern and/or Southern Europe are sometimes very different the ones from the others: 

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
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differences in history, culture, or even nature (some are totally private, others are indirectly State-

controlled, or half private-public). Differences also in maturity: some are very young, just emerging, while 

some others are quite experienced. This being said the ENMC already acts sufficiently efficiently to have 

identified very important common fights which it is leading with the support of all its members.  For 

instance, after a few years of struggle we obtained together, from the Commission, the human and financial 

means necessary to identify and study what really represents the maritime European economy, what are 

its strengths, its weaknesses (this in order to boost the blue economy ie have the basis for any powerful 

concrete combined transnational policies). 

  

What is ENMC Currently Doing?  

It is also in that spirit that the ENMC recently discussed, with Commissioner Karmenu Vella about the place 

of the maritime economy in the Juncker Plan, or about the priorities which should be retained on a mid-

term basis in the working-plan of DGMare, and also about the main specs of the European data-base that 

we need. We also insisted on the necessity, for maritime EU, to act at world level, to push towards universal 

rules, and as a consequence to reinforce the influence, role, weight and means of the International 

Maritime Organization. In our view Europe should “act regional” only in extreme cases (i.e. when IMO is too 

slow, or urgent needs appear), and should always bear in mind EU’s duty to secure together sustainable 

maritime development and fair competition everywhere (i.e. not jeopardize European maritime economy). 

  

It is important to understand that if the ENMC lobbies, it is not a professional lobbyist! This is more than just 

a “nuance,” and is not contradictory at all.  Because the ENMC lobbies at the service of the European 

maritime general interest, not for itself. And it is not paid (neither directly nor indirectly) or its lobbying 

action. An action which we prefer qualify as a permanent, firm, open and constructive dialogue with 

concerned authorities. And it is worth mentioning that in most of “our” countries the bulk of national cluster 

funding is coming only or mainly from the annual contributions of the members (although some may accept 

non-binding subsidies), but not from the sale of their services. 

  

Which Priorities? 

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
http://www.onthemosway.eu/


 
www.onthemosway.eu                              info@onthemosway.eu 

      

4 
 

www.onthemosway.eu 

As for the political and financial priorities let’s say that ENMC’s job is to be as opportunistic as possible, i.e. 

they may either vary depending on the issues and challenges which the European maritime world is facing, 

and/or on the financial tools which may be available at European Union level (for instance the Juncker plan). 

This being said we are very alert on two aspects: one is that long term challenges and chances of maritime 

Europe, supposing active co-operations and heavy investments, are tackled as seriously as possible (such as 

H2020 program); the other one is that the existing rules and funding programs of the Commission are 

adapted to the various maritime challenges. But this is very complicated and in any case it has first to be 

handled by the various professional federations at Brussels level (which are more legitimate since they 

gather the maritime professionals of the maritime activities themselves, and which ENMC can support if 

and when they want).  

  

And, again and again, the ENMC is maintaining its pressure on a few more general fights (on top of the 

neutral identification of what represents the European maritime sector as a whole: facts and figures, per 

country, per activity and which complementarities). These are the allocation of sufficient available resources 

to the most promising activities on a long term basis (biotechnologies, deep-sea mining, new energies etc…); 

and last but certainly not least the clarification and improvement of the too long and complicated decision 

making process at EU level (i.e. in Brussels, where the various directorates involved in the maritime fields 

are more often competing than co-operating, thereby not helping to reach the most efficient decisions; 

whilst many rules are far too stringent, not adapted and lead too often to inappropriate or negative 

conclusions, and knowing that the weight and controlling capacity of the European Parliament often reveals 

to be insufficient). 

 

Source: Marine Link 

Link:  http://bit.ly/2cY2TNf 

  

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
http://www.onthemosway.eu/
http://bit.ly/2cY2TNf


 
www.onthemosway.eu                              info@onthemosway.eu 

      

5 
 

www.onthemosway.eu 

Upcoming audit report on EU support for maritime transport 

Keywords: European Court of Auditors (ECA), Maritime transport, EU, strategies, EU investments, seaports 

The European Court of Auditors (ECA) will publish its 

special report "Maritime transport in the EU: in 

troubled waters - much ineffective and unsustainable 

investment" on Friday 23 September 2016 (00h01). 

The auditors assessed the maritime freight transport 

strategies of the European Commission and the 

Member States and the value for money delivered by 

EU investments in port services, which totalled €17 

billion in grants and loans between 2000 and 2013. They visited 19 seaports in five EU countries – Germany, 

Italy, Poland, Spain and Sweden, accounting for 60 % of all EU funds allocated to port infrastructure 

investments. Specific case studies included neighbouring ports in Slovenia and Croatia. 

The report will point to weaknesses in needs assessments and warn of risks of the money invested being 

wasted. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

In 2013, the European shipping industry is estimated to have contributed around 1% to EU GDP and 

supported employment for about two million people. 1,200 commercial seaports in 23 EU Member States 

handle three quarters of cargo trade with non-member countries, which makes up more than a third of 

freight within the EU. Investment in port infrastructure is eligible for EU co-financing. 

The ECA’s special reports set out the results of its performance and compliance audits of specific budgetary 

areas or management topics. The ECA selects and designs these audit tasks to be of maximum impact by 

considering the risks to performance or compliance, the level of income or spending involved, forthcoming 

developments and political and public interest. 

 

Please download the Report: Maritime transport in the EU: in troubled waters - much ineffective and 

unsustainable investment 

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
http://www.onthemosway.eu/
http://www.eca.europa.eu/Lists/ECADocuments/SR16_23/SR_MARITIME_EN.pdf
http://www.eca.europa.eu/Lists/ECADocuments/SR16_23/SR_MARITIME_EN.pdf
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Source: European Court of Auditors 

Link: http://bit.ly/2dwITWs 
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Carriage of liquefied hydrogen recommendations submitted 

to IMO’s Maritime Safety Committee 

Keywords: Maritime Safety Committee (MSC), International Gas Carrier (IGC) Code, liquefied hydrogen, bulk, 

Maritime Solid Bulk Cargoes Code, Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC), SOLAS, LNG, World 

Shipping Council (WSC) 

The Sub-Committee endorsed draft Interim recommendations for carriage of 

liquefied hydrogen in bulk, for submission to the Maritime Safety Committee 

(MSC), at its 97th session, for approval. 

The draft interim recommendations have been developed as the International 

Gas Carrier (IGC) Code does not specify requirements for liquefied hydrogen in 

bulk. They are based on the results of a comparison study of similar cargoes listed in the IGC Code, e.g. 

liquefied natural gas. They are intended to facilitate the establishment of a tripartite agreement for a pilot 

ship that will be developed for the research and demonstration of safe long-distance overseas carriage of 

liquefied hydrogen in bulk. 

The draft interim recommendations highlight general requirements and special requirements for liquefied 

hydrogen, such as the provision of portable hydrogen detector for each crew member working in the cargo 

area; selection of fire detectors for detecting hydrogen fire; and appropriate safety measures to prevent 

formation of explosive mixture in the case of a leakage of hydrogen. 

IMSBC Code matters 

Coal schedule revised amidst safety concerns related to cargoes that may liquefy 

The Sub-Committee reviewed the report of a Correspondence Group on Evaluation of Properties of 

BAUXITE and COAL, in light of their potential to liquefy. 

The Sub-Committee endorsed a draft revised individual schedule for COAL, with a view to its inclusion in 

the next set of amendments to the International Maritime Solid Bulk Cargoes Code (IMSBC Code), which will 

be submitted for adoption by MSC 98 (in 2017). The draft amendments to the schedule point out that coal 

may liquefy if shipped at a moisture content in excess of its transportable moisture limit (TML) and state that 

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
http://www.onthemosway.eu/
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due consideration shall be given to moisture migration and formation of dangerous wet base when blended 

coals are loaded. 

The Sub-Committee noted that a Global Bauxite Working Group (GBWG) has been established by the 

Australian, Brazilian and Chinese bauxite research groups, with the aim of ensuring that industry research on 

the behaviour of bauxite during shipping is aligned, globally applicable and peer reviewed. Having noted that 

the GBWG report would be finalized and submitted for peer review in March 2017, the Sub-Committee 

established a Correspondence Group on Evaluation of Properties of BAUXITE and revision of the existing 

individual schedules for SEED CAKE to, inter alia, consider the draft report and the final report of the GBWG 

prior to consideration by the Sub-Committee at its next session. 

Whilst the work on bauxite continues, the Sub-Committee agreed that the circular CCC.1/Circ.2 on Carriage 

of bauxite that may liquefy, which the Sub-Committee had approved at its previous session, should remain in 

effect. CCC.1/Circ.2 warns shipmasters of the possible dangers of liquefaction associated with carriage of 

bauxite, following consideration of findings from the investigation into the loss of the 10-year-old Bahamas 

flag bulk carrier Bulk Jupiter, which was carrying 46,400 tonnes of bauxite when it sank rapidly with 18 

fatalities in January 2015. 

In the meantime, having noted the concern regarding the continued loss of life at sea in connection with 

cargoes that may liquefy, the Sub-Committee finalized draft amendments to paragraphs 4.5.1 and 4.5.2 of 

the IMSBC Code to emphasise the responsibility of the shipper for ensuring that a test to determine the 

transportable moisture limit (TML) of a solid bulk cargo as well as sampling and testing for moisture content 

are conducted, for submission to MSC 97 as an urgent matter, with a view to approval and subsequent 

adoption by MSC 98 together with the next set of amendments to the IMSBC Code. 

Draft IMSBC Code amendments related to substances that are harmful to marine environment agreed 

The Sub-Committee also endorsed draft amendments to the IMSBC Code related to substances which are 

harmful to marine environment, for submission to MSC 97 for approval and subsequent adoption by MSC 

98, as part of the next set of amendments, subject to the endorsement of the Marine Environment 

Protection Committee (MEPC), at its 71st session in 2017. The amendments would require the shipper to 

declare whether or not a solid bulk cargo, other than grain, is harmful to the marine environment if 

discharged. Associated draft amendments to the 2012 Guidelines for the implementation of MARPOL Annex 

V (resolution MEPC.219(63)) were also agreed and will be submitted to MEPC 71 for approval. 

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
http://www.onthemosway.eu/
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Draft amendments (04-17) to the IMSBC Code agreed 

In addition to draft amendments related to cargo liquefaction and substances that are harmful to the marine 

environment, the Sub-Committee reviewed the next set of draft amendments (for adoption in 2017) to the 

IMSBC Code, updating various provisions, including those to individual schedules, and forwarded them to 

the Editorial and Technical (E&T) Group for finalization and submission to MSC 98 for adoption. 

Draft SOLAS amendments relating to requirement for cargo spaces containing vehicles with fuel in their 

tanks for their own propulsion agreed 

The Sub-Committee endorsed draft amendments to SOLAS regulations II-2/20.2 and II-2/20-1 to clarify the 

fire safety requirements for cargo spaces containing vehicles with fuel in their tanks for their own 

propulsion, specifically vehicles which do not use their own propulsion within the cargo space. 

IGF and IGC Code matters 

Development of safety provisions for ships using fuel cells 

The Sub-Committee made progress on the development of safety provisions for ships using fuel cells, with 

the preliminary drafting of a proposed new part E on fuel cell power installations to the International Code 

of Safety for Ships using Gases or other Low-flashpoint Fuels (IGF Code). Part E would cover installation, fire 

safety and other relevant matters. The IGF Code Correspondence Group was tasked with finalizing the 

provisions. 

Safety of ships using methyl/ethyl alcohol as fuel 

The IGF Code Correspondence Group was tasked with further developing draft technical provisions for the 

safety of ships using methyl/ethyl alcohol as fuel. 

Draft unified interpretations to the IGF and IGC Codes agreed 

The Sub-Committee endorsed a draft MSC circular on unified interpretations to the IGF Code relating to: 

tank connection space equipment and the use of a tank connection space for tanks on open deck; the fuel 

preparation room; the appropriate location of premixed engines using fuel gas mixed with air before the 

turbocharger; protection against cryogenic leakage and control of hazardous zones in fuel preparation rooms 

on open deck; the design features to be included as a minimum in the special consideration within risk 

assessment of closed or semi-enclosed bunkering stations; the ventilation of machinery spaces; the 

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
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ventilation of double piping and gas valve unit spaces in gas safe engine-rooms; the ventilation inlet for 

double wall piping or duct; control and maintenance of pressure and temperature of liquefied gas fuel tanks 

after the activation of the safety system; and the external surface area of the tank for determining sizing of 

pressure relief valve. 

The Sub-Committee also endorsed a draft MSC circular on unified interpretations to the IGC Code, relating 

to: closing devices for air intakes, cargo tank clearances; pump vents in machinery spaces; the safe means of 

emergency isolation of pressure relief valves; the application of fire safety requirements in SOLAS chapter II-

2 to cargo machinery spaces and turret compartments; back-flushing of the water-spray system; and the 

external surface area of the tank for determining sizing of pressure relief valve. 

Correspondence group on high manganese austenitic steel established 

A correspondence group was established to further consider the suitability of high manganese austenitic 

steel for cryogenic service, with a view to the possible inclusion of high manganese austenitic steel in the IGC 

and IGF Codes. High manganese austenitic steel is a material that has been proposed as being suitable for 

use in cryogenic applications such as cargo tanks, fuel tanks and piping of LNG carriers and LNG-fuelled 

ships. The correspondence group was tasked with: developing test acceptance criteria for high manganese 

austenitic steel for cryogenic service; further considering the suitability of high manganese austenitic steel 

for cryogenic service; and developing draft amendments to the IGC and IGF Codes to include high 

manganese austenitic steel for cryogenic service, if appropriate. 

IMDG Code draft amendments progressed 

Progress was made on developing the next set of draft amendments (for adoption in 2018) to update the 

International Maritime Dangerous Goods (IMDG) Code, for further consideration by the E&T group that will 

meet in the spring of 2017. 

High rate of compliance with SOLAS requirements for the verification of the gross mass of a packed 

container reported 

The Sub-Committee noted information from the World Shipping Council (WSC) regarding the experience of 

WSC member companies with the new SOLAS requirement for the gross mass of a packed container to be 

verified before it is loaded onto a ship. The amendments to SOLAS regulation VI/2 entered into force on 1 

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
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July 2016 and require the verified gross mass (VGM) of each packed container to be provided by the shipper 

prior to loading. 

The WSC informed the Sub-Committee that a high number of packed containers – 95% or more – were being 

accompanied by VGM information prior to initial vessel loading; the rate of compliance has steadily 

increased since 1 July 2016 and is expected to continue to rise; and that there is a high degree of awareness 

amongst supply chain parties about the VGM requirements, with carriers systematically engaging with 

shippers who were still not providing VGM information. 

 

Source: Hellenic Shipping News 

Link: http://bit.ly/2dwLvUj 
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New guides for strengthening effective implementation of 

IMO’s energy efficiency regulations for ships rolled out at 

GloMEEP training 

Keywords: IMO, GloMEEP, Lead Pilot Countries (LPCs), Global Environment Facility (GEF), United Nations 

Development Program (UNDP), International Maritime Organization (IMO), Member States, MARPOL Annex 

VI 

National experts from 10 GloMEEP Lead Pilot Countries (LPCs) were trained in the use of the three guides: 

Rapid Assessment Guide for determining the country’s maritime energy efficiency and emissions status 

(Guide 1); Guide for maritime energy efficiency strategy development (Guide 2); and Guide for 

incorporation of MARPOL Annex VI into national law (Guide 3). 

Three new guides that will support States to effectively implement IMO-adopted mandatory energy-

efficiency measures for shipping have been rolled out during a training under the Global Environment 

Facility (GEF)-United Nations Development Program (UNDP)-International Maritime Organization (IMO) 

GloMEEP Project, paving the way for further work in climate change mitigation by the maritime sector. 

The GloMEEP training was held from 12 to 14 September in Batumi, Georgia, which is one of the Lead Pilot 

Countries of the Project. The GloMEEP Project is part of IMO’s continued work to support developing 

countries to prevent air pollution and address greenhouse gas emissions from ships. During the training, 

organized in conjunction with the Georgia International Maritime Forum 2016 (GIMF), 37 national experts 

from 10 GloMEEP Lead Pilot Countries (LPCs) were trained in the use of the new draft guides. Feedback 

from the training will enable the draft guides to be finalised and made freely available on the GloMEEP 

website to member States and other stakeholders. 

The three draft guides, which have been specifically developed under IMO’s GloMEEP Project in 

collaboration with IMarEST, aim to support developing countries in strengthening and developing national 

regulatory frameworks related to the prevention of air pollution and reduction of greenhouse gas emissions 

from ships. 

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
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The guides are: Rapid Assessment Guide for determining the country’s maritime energy efficiency and 

emissions status (Guide 1); Guide for maritime energy efficiency strategy development (Guide 2); and 

Guide for incorporation of MARPOL Annex VI into national law (Guide 3). 

MARPOL Annex VI includes the energy-efficiency regulations for international shipping requiring new ships 

(since 2013) to be built to be substantially more energy-efficient than a baseline and existing ships to carry a 

ship energy efficiency management plan. 

The GloMEEP Project has earmarked a significant portion of its project resources, including in-kind support 

from participating countries, towards development of these guides and this training. It is expected that this 

training will lay the foundation for further work in the GloMEEP countries and that the lessons learned and 

output of the national activities will serve as examples for other countries who plan to undergo similar 

processes to support effective implementation of MARPOL Annex VI.  

  

After undergoing the training, and based on the three guides, GloMEEP Lead Piloc countries are expected to 

develop their own national reports that will: 

 Clarify each country’s current status with regard to maritime energy efficiency and emissions from 

ships; 

 Set out national maritime energy efficiency strategies/policies to address emissions from ships and 

further strengthen implementation of IMO’s energy efficiency regulations for ships; and 

 Lay out draft national legislation for domestic enactment of MARPOL Annex VI (For those countries 

that have not yet acceded to MARPOL Annex VI or which do not yet have national legislation in 

place). 

The training was coordinated by the GloMEEP Project Coordination Unit (PCU), led by Ms Astrid Dispert, 

with hosting support from the Maritime Transport Agency of Georgia. The training was facilitated also by 

the international experts that developed the content of the three guides, together with IMarEST and 

technical staff from the IMO Secretariat. The activity was co-financed by IMO’s technical cooperation funds 

under the global programme on the effective implementation and enforcement of energy efficiency 

measures for ships. 

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
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GloMEEP is a GEF-UNDP-IMO project aimed at supporting the uptake and implementation of energy 

efficiency measures for shipping, thereby reducing greenhouse gas emissions from shipping. It supports ten 

Lead Pilot Countries of the project to implement the IMO-adopted measures, through: 

1. Legal, policy and institutional reforms; 

2. Awareness raising and capacity-building activities; and 

3. Establishment of public-private partnerships to encourage technology transfer. 

The Lead Pilot Countries (LPCs) of the GloMEEP Project are: Argentina, China, Georgia, India, Jamaica, 

Malaysia, Morocco, Panama, Philippines and South Africa. 

 

Source: Port News 

Link: http://bit.ly/2d1F9ta 
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EC Transport Commissioner Violeta Bulc to head stellar list of 

speakers at European Shipping Week 2017 

Keywords: EC transport Commissioner Violeta Bulc, European Shipping Week 2017, Business Climate; 

Maritime Careers; Digitisation; Emissions; and Safety under the overarching theme of European Shipping 

Policy: Delivering Global Competitiveness, Quality and Sustainability, Digitisation and modernisation, ECSA, 

European Parliament and the Council of Ministers 

EC Transport Commissioner Violeta Bulc speaking at ESW 2015 

European Transport Commissioner Violeta Bulc together with key 

figures from the European Parliament, Council of Ministers and the 

echelon of the European and global shipping industry, will be among 

speakers at the forthcoming European Shipping Week 2017 

conference, to be held at the Steigenberger Wiltcher’s Hotel in 

Brussels on Wednesday, 1st March. 

The conference, which is the flagship event of European Shipping Week 2017 (ESW), will focus on the key 

issues of the Business Climate; Maritime Careers; Digitisation; Emissions; and Safety under the overarching 

theme of European Shipping Policy: Delivering Global Competitiveness, Quality and Sustainability. 

Digitisation and modernisation of the policy framework are indispensable for the maritime sector to 

become even more quality oriented, sustainable and competitive in the years ahead. These are also the 

policy priorities outlined by the European Commission in view of recent developments in the sector and of 

progress in the implementation of the 2009 EU Maritime Transport Strategy. 

Next year’s European Shipping Week, to be held in Brussels from Monday 27th February to Friday 3rd 

March, will offer the ideal platform for both industry and regulators to come together to debate and agree a 

pathway of these and other issues moving forward. 

ESW17 will fall under the Maltese Presidency of the European Union and Valletta has already announced 

that it will focus its maritime agenda on migration and the Mediterranean. Decarbonisation of shipping will 

also come under discussion during the week, either in the context of the flagship conference or through a 

dedicated event. 

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
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Patrick Verhoeven, Secretary General of the European Community Shipowners’ Associations (ECSA), said: 

“We are delighted to support the second edition of European Shipping Week. It will come at a crucial 

moment, with the future EU policy framework for our industry taking shape.” 

The European Commission, through DG MOVE, has endorsed European Shipping Week 2017 and formal 

patronage is already being sought from it as well as from the European Parliament and the Council of 

Ministers. 

The initiative, which was started in 2015 by ECSA, will be run by a Steering Group made up of Europe’s main 

shipping organisations as well as the European Commission and Shipping Innovation. The shipping 

organisations involved on the Steering Group include: DG Move, the Permanent Representation of Malta to 

the EU, ECSA; Cruise Lines International Association (CLIA) Europe; European Community Association of Ship 

Brokers and Agents (ECASBA); Interferry; the European Dredging Association (EuDA); the World Shipping 

Council (WSC); the European Transport Workers’ Federation (ETF); the European Tugowners’ Association 

(ETA) as well as the European Maritime Pilots Association (EMPA). Other European shipping associations 

may also be invited to support the initiative and hold relevant events during the week. 

The week‐long series of high-level events will bring together the major players in the shipping industry. More 

information about European Shipping Week 2017 is available at www.europeanshippingweek.com. 

ESW is organised by Shipping Innovation – the driving force behind the highly successful London 

International Shipping Week (LISW). 

 

Source: Hellenic Shipping News 

Link: http://bit.ly/2cYpKYJ 
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Visit of the European Coordinator for the Rhine-Alpine Core 

Network Corridor at the Vado Ligure Multimodal System 

Keywords: Pawel Wojciechowski, Rhine-Alpine Core Network Corridor, the ports of Savona and Vado 

Ligure and the VIO Intermodal Terminal and Logistics centre, VAMP UP project, Connecting Europe Facility, 

TEN-T 

On September 19th,  Mr. Pawel Wojciechowski, the 

European Coordinator for the Rhine-Alpine Core 

Network Corridor, called on the Port Authority of 

Savona for a visit the port system and meetings with 

industry players and local Institutions. In the afternoon 

he visited the ports of Savona and Vado Ligure and the 

VIO Intermodal Terminal and Logistics centre. 

The improvement of the Savona Vado Rail Road Terminal is in fact part of a comprehensive development 

plan of the Vado multimodal system which calls for the improvement of multimodality and 

the enhancement of the “last mile” connections: on the maritime side, the core element of the plan is 

the ongoing construction of a 800.000 TEU deep sea container terminal (co-financed and managed by APM 

Terminals Vado Ligure – Maersk Group); on the shore side, the plan aims at improving the efficiency of 

railway transport and strengthening the integration with the Rhine-Alpine and Mediterranean corridors. 

In this framework the Port Authority of Savona and VIO Vado Intermodal Operator submitted the 

proposal Vado Multimodal Platform rail/road terminal intermodal connections optimization and 

Upgrading (VAMP UP) to the CEF 2015 call. 

The Vamp up project aims to develop Vado Ligure as a Multimodal Logistics Platform by the effective 

integration of the core RRT node with the TEN-T transport network. The Action includes the optimization of 

the intermodal terminal, the improvement of the last mile connections, the automation of the Railway Gate 

and the construction of a Connecting Bridge between the port and the RRT. 

The European Commission acknowledged the high European relevance of the Vamp up project, assigning a 

contribution of 1.8 million euros for the realization of the proposed action. 

http://www.onthemosway.eu/
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VAMP UP is a unique opportunity to support the connection between Motorways of the Sea and the TEN-T 

core network, specifically boosting a port related project to be effectively co-funded for its own 

integration in the Rhine Alpine Corridor, optimizing the use of existing infrastructure capacities, rebalancing 

freight flows along the Rhine – Alpine corridor, facilitating congestion relief and more balanced modal 

distribution, supporting the achievement of relevant environmental benefits and producing a positive impact 

on the EU population and economy. 

At the end of the visit Mr. Pawel Wojciechowski underlined the importance to have the full community of 

stakeholders highly committed for such an important development; he was also impressed by the state of 

the development that will lead the first vessel to call the new platform in May 2018. He suggested to 

enlarge the industry stakeholders platform to other transport operators such as railway operators and 

shipping lines. Finally, he is committed to continue to support and promote the development of the platform 

as an integral part of the Rhine Alpine Corridor in order to achieve an effective maritime transport 

integration in the global door to door logistic chain with overall benefits for the whole local and regional 

community. 

 

Source: On the MoS Way Network 

Link: http://bit.ly/2dcr7pR 
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Shortlist puts the ports of Bremen, Cartagena, Dunkirk, 

Guadeloupe and Riga in competition for the ESPO Award 

2016 

Keywords: European Sea Ports Organisation (ESPO) Award 2016, Ports, Natura 2000, the land and waterside, 

integration of ports 

The projects of the ports of Bremen, Cartagena, Dunkirk, 

Guadeloupe and Riga have been shortlisted for the eighth 

European Sea Ports Organisation (ESPO) Award on Societal 

Integration of Ports. The jury selected these five applications from a 

total of 11 submissions. The theme of this year’s competition is 

‘Nature in Ports’. 

The award will go to the port authority that succeeds the best in 

safeguarding and further upgrading the nature and ecosystem (on 

land and/or waterside) in the port area and would also reward ports 

that succeed in opening up these areas for the people living around the port and let them enjoy that nature, 

notwithstanding ISPS restrictions. In general, European ports are part of very valuable ecosystems, both on 

the land and waterside. Many port areas are also neighbouring Natura 2000 areas or even consist of Natura 

2000 areas. Port authorities in Europe invest a lot of time and efforts in maintaining and improving the 

quality of the nature in the port. 

“It has been a great pleasure to chair my first ESPO selection jury. What it revealed has been an impressive 

standard of entries from a diverse geographical spread. In selecting a short list we did so conscious that in 

such a context there are no losers. What our five chosen entries capture and express are the capacity and 

qualities that permit them to act as a demonstration effect of good practice”, said Pat Cox, Chairman of the 

ESPO award jury.  

The winner of the eighth ESPO Award will be announced during the Award Ceremony taking place on 9 

November in Brussels. The shortlisted projects will be presented on the ESPO website in the running up to 

this event. 
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The ESPO Award was established in 2009 to promote innovative projects of port authorities that improve 

societal integration of ports, especially with the city or wider community in which they are located. In this 

way, the Award wants to stimulate the sustainable development of European ports and their cities. 

 

Source: ESPO 

Link: http://bit.ly/2dcvcu9 
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World Maritime Day – Half of EU trade in goods is carried by 

sea – Rotterdam, Antwerp and Hamburg busiest cargo ports 

Keywords: Eurostat, EU, maritime transport 

Maritime transport plays an essential role in the international trade in goods of the European Union (EU). In 

2015, the value of EU trade in goods with third countries (non-EU countries) carried by sea was estimated at 

close to €1,777 bn, accounting for about 51% of EU trade in goods. In detail, 53% of EU imports entered the 

EU by sea, while shipping represented 48% of EU exports to third countries. 

 

Please download the whole article: Half of EU trade in goods is carried by sea 

 

Source: New Europe 

Link: http://bit.ly/2cNTRoj 
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