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DG MOVE revises the EU Directive 2000/59/EC on port reception facilities for ship-generated
waste and cargo residues
Keywords: EU ports, EU Directive 2000/59/EC, DG MOVE, Directive 2015/2087/EU, EMSA, MARCPOL,
SafeSeaNet and THETIS
The present legislative framework ensuring a consistent
reduction in marine pollution by requiring provision of
adequate waste reception facilities in all EU ports,
including recreational ports and marinas, is established
in Directive 2000/59/EC. It also provides instruments to
ensure that all ships visiting EU ports deliver their waste
to these facilities before their departure from them.
The Directive has recently been evaluated. The objective
of the evaluation is a comprehensive overview of the
functioning of the Directive and an assessment of effectiveness and efficiency. The evaluation should point out
problem areas, which could be addressed in a possible review of the Directive to improve and simplify the
legislative framework and reduce regulatory costs.
The final REFIT evaluation report has been published and the Commission is undertaking the following action
to respond to the shortcomings identified:
- Annex II of the Directive (waste notification) has been revised to incorporate the new garbage categorisation
in Annex V MARPOL, as well as to include the reporting on the waste deliveries in the previous port of call
(Directive 2015/2087/EU);
- EMSA has been asked to develop a system to achieve an effective exchange of information between Member
States and effective monitoring and enforcement of the Directive, building as much as possible on existing
reporting and information exchange systems, in particular SafeSeaNet and THETIS;
- The Commission has developed a set of interpretative guidelines, providing clarification of certain key
concepts, in order to further harmonise practices in Member States. The guidelines will be complemented by
technical recommendations developed by EMSA.
The Commission has launched an Impact Assessment to address the need for a legislative revision of the
Directive regarding the more fundamental issues and current inconsistencies.
The overall objective of the Directive on port reception facilities is to "reduce the discharges of ship-generated
wastes and cargo residues into the sea, especially illegal discharges, from ships using ports in the Community,
by improving the availability and use of port reception facilities".
To achieve this goal, the specific policy objectives of this initiative can be defined as follows:


To ensure the availability of adequate facilities
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To provide effective (cost) incentives to deliver waste at port reception facilities



To remove barriers to effective and efficient enforcement



To harmonise and update definitions and forms



To clarify the rules for exemptions

Source: Med Cruise
Link: http://bit.ly/28ZF9uf
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Greek owners urge EC to review tonnage tax stance
Keywords: European Commission, Violeta Bulc, Posidonia 2016, European shipping industries, Investments,
digitalisation, new technologies
The European Commissioner for Transport, Violeta Bulc,
visited Posidonia in Athens on the show’s final day,
where she was hit with demands not to change Greece’s
tonnage tax arrangements, a longstanding source of
disagreement between Athens and Brussels.
The European Commission has demanded changes to
Greece’s tonnage tax system, something that has been
met by mass exodus threats from Greek shipowners in
recent months.
The president of the Union of Greek Shipowners (UGS),
Theodore Veniamis, said at a joint press conference with the EC Commissioner today: “The EU maritime policy
needs to focus on the competitiveness of the fleet, which is put at risk due to a strict interpretation and
application of competition law. There is no distortion of competition between European shipping industries.
The risk comes from competition by third countries. Europe needs to monitor developments in the Far East. So
as not to lose its shipping sector and maritime expertise. So as not to be deprived of its maritime transport
and, therefore, its energy self-sufficiency.”
The EC bureaucrat for her part would not be drawn on the matter, instead deciding to focus her speech on
more general matters likely to effect world shipping in the years to come.
“Investments, digitalisation, new technologies and related innovations are the core drivers in this internal
market,” Bulc said.

Source: Splash 247
Link: http://bit.ly/291s2Kh
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Kieldrecht Lock opened at Port of Antwerp, Belgium
Keywords: Kieldrecht Lock, Port of Antwerp, Grimaldi, Grande Lagos, shipping company, vessels,
Saeftinghedok, Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-T), sustainable transportation, job creation and
economic growth, EU cohesion, European Investment Bank, KBC Bank
The Kieldrecht Lock, built with an investment of €382m, has been opened for commercial shipping at Port of
Antwerp in Belgium.
Built by Tijdelijke Handelsvereniging Waaslandsluis, a building consortium including Jan De Nul, CEI De Meyer,
Betonac, Herbosch-Kiere and Antwerpse Bouwwerken, the lock is 500m in length and 68m in width.
With an operational depth of around 17.80m, the Kieldrecht Lock is the biggest lock in the world and can
accommodate the biggest seagoing vessels.
The first ship to use the lock was Grande Lagos owned by shipping company Grimaldi.
Belgium's Maritieme Toegang of the Department of Mobility and Public Works, the Port Authority of Antwerp
are also involved in the making of the Kieldrecht Lock that took around five years to complete.
Antwerp Port Authority chairman Marc Van Peel said: "The Kieldrecht Lock forms a necessary key to the
further development of the port on the left bank of the Scheldt River. In recent years, our port had
successfully overcome many hurdles, now ranking as number two in Europe.
"In order to retain that leading position, Antwerp must have a highly necessary basic infrastructure such as
well-functioning locks that are adapted to the increased scale of international shipping.
"However, Antwerp also needs space to grow, which explains the first phase of the construction of the
Saeftinghedok, a new tidal dock on the left bank of the Scheldt river, the next infrastructural project that is
high on the agenda."
The newly opened Kieldrecht Lock provides easy access to the Waasland harbour in Antwerp and enables a
second, bigger, more upstream access to the docks on the left bank of the Scheldt river.
Both the Government of Flanders and the Port Authority of Antwerp have invested in the Kieldrecht Lock, with
Flanders assuming 75% of the investment costs.
The port of Antwerp is a major junction in the Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-T), through which
Europe seeks to promote sustainable transportation, job creation and economic growth as well as cohesion
within the European Union.
Through the TEN-T programme, Europe also granted a subsidy of €5m to build the Kieldrecht Lock.
Furthermore, the Government of Flanders and the Port Authority of Antwerp through NV Deurganckdoksluis
had invested €382m to build a second lock for the Waasland harbour.
For the project, the European Investment Bank and KBC Bank also provided €160.5m and €71.3m respectively.
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Source: Ship Technology
Link: http://bit.ly/290uPPx
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Sustainability criteria for transport biofuels need improvements
Keywords: Renewable Energy Directive, European Union, renewable energy goals, transport, by 2020, biofuels,
greenhouse gas emissions, life cycle assessment
In its Renewable Energy Directive, the European Union has set a 10% goal for the use of renewable energy in
transport by 2020. Only biofuels meeting certain sustainability criteria are included in the renewable energy
goals and are allowed to take advantage of national support systems. In her doctoral dissertation, VTT's
Research Scientist Kati Koponen proposes several areas of development for the greenhouse gas assessment
method of the criteria.
The calculation of greenhouse gas emissions from biofuels is based on life cycle assessment. It is often used for
defining the sustainability of biofuels. In her doctoral dissertation, Kati Koponen has studied how a tool, based
on life cycle assessment, can be applied to policy-driven decision-making related to biofuels and what
challenges the assessment entails.
While life cycle assessment has been widely used for assessing the environmental impacts of products, the
method still entails challenges related to, for instance, system boundary setting, allocation of emissions
between different products as well as the definition of calculation parameters. When life cycle assessment is
used in political decision-making, the required simplifications may cause further method-related problems. The
research results show that the current EU calculation method alone cannot ensure the climate benefits of
biofuels.
In her dissertation, Kati Koponen proposes that the sustainability criteria should be developed as follows:
− The calculation method presented in the current sustainability criteria does not take into account emissions
due to indirect market impacts that may result from an increase in biofuel production. These include, for
instance, indirect changes in land use and impacts on the fuel market. To simplify the determination of
sustainability criteria, these impacts should be comprehensively evaluated when bioenergy goals are set.
− Currently, the calculation method ignores uncertainties related to greenhouse gas calculation, stemming
from, for instance, deficient background information or poor knowledge of emission impacts. These
uncertainties should be identified and taken into account as life cycle assessment is only an assessment of the
reality.
− In many cases, the production of biofuels creates by-products. Currently, emissions are divided between
products on the basis of their energy content, even if the by-product is utilised as, for instance, animal feed.
Price-based allocation would clarify the economic cause and effect relationships between products as well as
the double counting rule that is proposed in the directive for raw materials based on waste and residues. The
double counting rule means that biofuels produced from waste and residue based raw materials may be
counted as double in the national biofuel goal.
− The calculation of greenhouse gas emissions due to biofuel production should identify possible decreases in
ecosystem carbon stocks, as well as forgone carbon sequestration. These impacts can be identified by
including land use reference system in the life cycle assessment of bioenergy.
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The EU sustainability criteria should be further developed, to ensure the use of bioenergy systems that most
effectively support climate change mitigation.

Source: Science Daily
Link: http://bit.ly/29qFeX6
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Biofuels are vital to decarbonising the EU’s road transport
Keywords: COP21 commitments, Robert Wright, European Renewable Ethanol association, European
Commission, transport’s climate footprint, low carbon alternatives available, GLOBIOM
The Stone Age did not end because humans ran out of
stones – it ended because we found better alternatives.
The same must become of the Oil Age, if we are to fulfil
our COP21 commitments, writes Robert Wright.
Robert Wright is the secretary general of ePURE, the
European Renewable Ethanol association.
2016 is a crucial year for European transport with the
European Commission due to publish a communication
on decarbonising transport this summer. Europe’s poor record when it comes to transport greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions means the Commission must present a clear set of policy measures to reduce transport’s
carbon footprint. Road transport emissions now account for 25% of Europe’s total GHG emissions and will
become its largest source of emissions if remedial action is not taken.
The core reason that road transport is such a problem is that 95% of energy demand for our vehicles is still met
by fossil fuels. Mobility is crucial to the economy and to the daily lives of EU citizens, but with road traffic
levels projected to increase by 30% by 2030, and with concerns growing over air pollution, cutting transport
emissions must be a political priority.
At the COP21, Europe committed to cutting its GHG emissions by at least 40% by 2030 – an ambitious target
that relies on emissions reductions in transport. The Commission has estimated that to achieve this 40%
reduction, will require the incorporation of 12-14% renewable energy sources in transport and a 12-20%
reduction in transport emissions.
Reducing energy use in transport through vehicle, engine and fuel efficiency measures is crucial because the
transport sector consumes over 30% of all energy used in Europe. But while today the focus is on energy
efficiency, it is not the only, or even the best, way to reduce transport’s climate footprint. Potential “rebound
effects” in energy consumption can undermine any energy savings gained through efficiency measures.
Replacing the oil used in transport with low carbon alternatives must be the ultimate aim. The Stone Age did
not end because humans ran out of stones – it ended because we found better alternatives. The same must
now become of the Oil Age. Keeping oil in the ground is crucial to making the COP 21’s ambitions a reality.
In transport there is a range of low carbon alternatives available and all of them are potentially important. Low
carbon fuels, such as ethanol, already displace 5% of oil use in our road transport. Ethanol is already available
and can be blended into petrol to reduce petrol’s GHG emissions. This means that ethanol can be used in the
existing and future vehicle fleet and fuel infrastructure.
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Hybrid and electric cars are already on the market and will certainly play a greater role in the future. But at
the moment, these cars make up less than 5% of all new cars sold in the EU and would require mass vehicle
replacement and new infrastructure in a short timeframe to make any serious impact on transport emissions.
Today’s electric vehicles also remain largely dependent on fossil fuels for the power they use because
Europe’s electricity grid is still heavily dependent on fossil fuel. Scrapping existing vehicles will also incur a
significant carbon and economic cost. So there needs to be a measure of realism in the debate about
electrification. It is not a panacea.
In 2030 the vast majority of existing and future vehicles will still run on internal combustion engines, so it
must be a climate priority to reduce emissions from these vehicles first and foremost. The recent diesel
emissions scandal cast doubt over the reliability of engine technologies to reduce emissions, meaning the
need to decarbonise the fuels we use is even more important.
Without a binding policy framework promoting low carbon fuel replacements for petrol and diesel, the 12-20%
emissions reduction needed in transport will simply not be achieved. This is confirmed by a recent study by
E4Tech, which found that the absence of a binding policy to decarbonise transport fuels will lead to increased
use of fossil fuels in transport – rendering Europe’s 2030 climate strategy dysfunctional. Other options, such as
electric vehicles, will simply not ramp up fast enough to make a difference before 2030.
As we look ahead, a major policy objective must be to ensure that Europe decarbonises its transport fuels by
using only the most sustainable low carbon fuels. Some biofuels are clearly better than others for the climate
and we need to distinguish in policy between those that are truly low carbon and those that are not. All
sustainable options must be kept on the table.
European ethanol is certified low carbon with an average over 63% GHG savings compared to the petrol it
substitutes. Study after study, including GLOBIOM, prove ethanol is a sustainable, low carbon fuel – the type
of good biofuel that Europe should promote further.
Displacing 10% of Europe’s petrol with ethanol through E10 fuel, a fuel blend widely available in France, Finland
and Germany, would reduce GHG emissions from petrol vehicles by over 6%. But more ambition and greater
use of ethanol is needed. Brazil currently mixes its petrol with up to 28% ethanol, so why not Europe?

Source: EuroActiv
Link: http://bit.ly/29fpGpH
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Three Cypriot projects to receive €0.8 million in EU funds
Keywords: European Commission, Connecting European Facility Transport Programme, transport, EU grant,
Violeta Bulc, implementing cold ironing, environment, PICASSO, maritime sector, safety and security; Event
Management; Training and human factors, air traffic, air space
The European Commission announced the results of the
second call for proposals of the Connecting Europe
Facility Transport programme, from which some 195
transport projects will receive a combined amount of
€6.7 billion of EU grants. Out of these, €5.6 billion will go
to projects in member states eligible to the Cohesion
Fund.
Commissioner Bulc announced country-specific fiches
containing key information and the list of projects selected for funding in each member state.
Four eligible proposals were submitted from Cyprus in response to the call for proposals requesting 1.1 million
euros of CEF funding.
Three proposals were selected for funding with a total of 0.8 million euros recommended CEF funding.
The projects that will receive funding are:
1) ELEMED - Electrification of the Eastern Mediterranean area
This twinned Action (with 2015-EU-TM-0236-S) will introduce onshore power supply as propulsion alternative
for ships in the Eastern Mediterranean. It includes 4 ports in 3 EU countries: Cyprus (Limassol port), Greece
(Port of Killini, Port of Piraeus) and Slovenia (Port of Koper). The Action consists of background and
preparatory studies with a pilot implementing cold ironing at the Port of Killini. It falls on the Orient/East-Med
Corridor and is part of a Global Project on implementing environmental friendly maritime transportation on
Adriatic-Ionian Sea and on the Orient/East-Med Corridor. It will promote ship electrification therefore
improving the environmental performance of shipping. (79,220 euros)

2) The Synchronised PBN Implementation Cohesion Europe (SPICE)
Performance Based Navigation (PBN) exploits the advanced Area Navigation (RNAV) capabilities of modern
aircraft to enable efficient airspace design and the systemisation of air traffic routes. The proposed Action
‘SPICE` concerns the deployment of PBN procedures in four Cohesion Fund Member States, the equipage of
aircraft from airlines with PBN capabilities and the deployment of navigation infrastructure. The benefit of a
consolidated and harmonised approach is not only to increase the overall impact of the project - such as
increased efficiency, reduced costs and reduced environmental impact - but also to capitalize on mutual
experience and enforce best practices. In the long run, the Action supports the optimisation of available
airspace. (668,790 euros)
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3) Preventing incident and accident by safer ships on the oceans
The global framework where PICASSO is placed aims at achieving a modern and developed maritime sector,
with a capable and up-to-date work force that enables the sector to become greener, safer and more efficient
and sustainable. PICASSO, is a study with pilots actions which aims at tackling the challenges and opportunities
related to maritime safety and security of on board and on shore operations. PICASSO is organized in 4 core
activities: On board safe, efficient and secure operations; On shore safety and security; Event Management;
Training and human factors. PICASSO will provide solutions for improving safety and security conditions in
shipping (57,750 euros).

Source: Sigmalive
Link: http://bit.ly/29gzbl8
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TEN-T Days: Boosting EFSI Investment in Transport
Keywords: TEN-T Days 2016, Rotterdam, Pim van Ballekom, Violeta Bulc, Jyrki Katainen, public and private
sector, European Investment Bank, European Commission, EFSI
During the TEN-T Days 2016, Vice-President Pim van Ballekom, together with Commissioners Violeta Bulc and
Jyrki Katainen, will be participating in a high level political plenary, focusing on stimulating investments in
transport in the framework of EFSI.
This session will bring top leaders from the public and private sectors at European and national levels, including
the EIB and the European Commission, in order to provide a full overview of the political and financing
priorities, achievements and challenges in implementing EFSI in the transport sector.
About TEN-T Days 2016
The TEN-T Days 2016 are being organised this year in Rotterdam by the European Commissioner for Transport
Violeta Bulc, in cooperation with the Dutch Presidency of the European Union. The goal is to bring Ministers,
MEPs and key stakeholders to discuss the development of the Trans-European Transport Network.
This year, a dedicated “Investors Conference” is being featured, in which will be discussed ways in which to
boost funding and financing in transport infrastructure. The EIB will be interacting with investors, project
promoters and Member State representatives on how to successfully use the opportunities offered by the
Investment Plan for Europe.

Source: European Investment Bank
Link: http://bit.ly/29Ldg67
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Europe's Rise In Natural Gas Demand Means More LNG
Keywords: LNG, Europe, Gazprom, cargo, International Energy Agency, renewable fuels
“As 2016 progresses, Europe is set to take on an increasingly important role as the LNG market of last resort.
The liquid NW European hubs at NBP and TTF will set the price benchmark for surplus cargoes as LNG export
volumes ramp up from new Australian and U.S. liquefaction terminals,” Timera Energy
One of the great debates in the energy arena today is Europe’s future demand for natural gas, the world’s
fastest growing major fuel for both use and trade. This is especially important for the U.S. LNG business
looking to export more gas to Europe to buffer Russian influence. Gazprom delivers about 33% of Europe’s gas.
Europe uses 47-50 Bcf/day of gas, and imports almost half of that. Europe’s is the world’s biggest gas
importer, and future demand is a really big deal because emerging U.S. LNG export potential could
target Europe than more distant Asia. Gas prices have essentially converged all over, reducing arbitrage
opportunities and explaining “Spain to receive 15 LNG cargoes in July, reload none.”
Gas demand in Europe was up 4-5% in 2015. Unwisely, some are using the recent decline in gas demand in
Europe to insist that more efficiency and more renewables simply mean that Europe doesn’t need more gas
infrastructure, like pipelines, inter-connectors, and LNG infrastructure, all especially vital to moving imported
LNG into Spain/Portugal eastward to lower Russian dependence.
But, we know the truth: the International Energy Agency reports that Europe needs to invest $40 billion in
natural gas supply each year. With the worst gas security rankings in the world, the European Commission
knows the importance of more gas infrastructure: “Liquefied Natural Gas and gas storage will boost European
Union’s energy security.”
The fact is that Russia will continue to thrive as Europe continues to enact unrealistic energy policies that
ignore the physical, economical, and technical realities and limitations of renewables. Despite a concerted
effort to reduce it, Europe’s reliance on Russia has “significantly increased,” although the dependence on
Ukraine as a transit country has fallen.

Source: Forbes
Link: http://bit.ly/29nLlLi

14
www.onthemosway.eu

www.onthemosway.eu

info@onthemosway.eu

EC To Invest €6.7 Billion On Transport
Keywords: European Commission, Connecting Europe Facility, transport, trans-European transport network,
Investment Plan for Europe, European Investment Project Portal, SESAR Deployment Programme, Innovation
and Networks Executive Agency
The European Commission has unveiled funding of €6.7
billion for 195 new transport construction projects across
Europe.
The investment is part of the Connecting Europe Facility,
or CEF, and is expected to strengthen breakbulk growth
across the continent. Additional public and private cofinancing is expected to take the total investment to €9.6
billion as part of the core trans-European transport
network, or TEN-T, strategy.
"I would like to use this opportunity to encourage all
potential project promoters to explore investment possibilities under the Investment Plan for Europe, and in
particular the newly launched European Investment Project Portal (EIPP), which gives worldwide visibility to
transport project,” said Jyrki Katainen, vice president for jobs, growth, investment and competitiveness.
Key projects include the implementation of the SESAR Deployment Programme and the modernization of rail
in Poland, the Brasov Sighisoara rail section in Romania and development of the Rail Baltic corridor.
The next step for the proposed funding decision will be formal approval by the Connecting Europe Facility
Coordination Committee on July 8, after which point individual grant agreements will be prepared by the
Innovation and Networks Executive Agency and signed with the project beneficiaries in the second half of
2016.

Source: Break Bulk
Link: http://bit.ly/29tID8C
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U.K. Shipping Leaders See Dangers in EU Exit
Keywords: U.K.’s shipping community, European Union, British exit, Lloyd’s Market Association, shippinginsurance, maritime services, maritime labor laws, regulation, environmental issues
Members of the U.K.’s shipping community are
concerned about the future of London’s role as a global
center of ship financing, brokering and insurance in the
case of a British exit from the European Union.
Although the U.K. has long lost its status as the world’s
top ship-owning nation, the maritime business
contributes an annual $6.5 billion to the economy, with
some 80% of business coming from abroad, according to
accounting firm PricewaterhouseCoopers.
Shipping employs 469,000 people in the U.K., according
to Maritime London, a promotional body for U.K.-based shipping companies.
“Access to the single market is crucial to Britain’s well-being,” Lloyd’s List, the shipping industry’s premier
publication, said in an editorial. “We urge you to vote. And—for the good of shipping and shipping services—
we urge you to vote Remain.” U.K. voters go to the polls Thursday.
London is home to Lloyd’s Market Association, the world’s biggest grouping of shipping-insurance agents,
which handled a combined $38 billion of premiums last year. It is also the base for some of the industry’s
biggest shipping financiers, such as Royal Bank of Scotland PLC; brokers, including Clarksons PLC; and leading
shipping legal firms, among them Norton Rose Fulbright LLP.

A number of shipowners do much of their business in the City of London financial district, given longstanding
relationships with the area’s cluster of shipping services.
“An owner can get a shipping loan, insure his vessel and find a charter in a very short time within London’s
square mile and that’s what makes the city attractive to owners,” said Mike Sapountzoglou, director of Athensand Geneva-based maritime advisory firm Flagship Navigation Ltd. “If the U.K. leaves the EU, banks may
relocate to other parts of Europe and other services may follow dealing the shipping cluster a serious blow.”
A British vote to exit could cause foreign banks to scale back their London presence. Under EU “passporting”
rules, banks established anywhere in the EU can conduct business across the bloc, and the U.K. is a
convenient base for many. An exit might also affect banks’ ability to handle in London the processes of many
transactions—settlement, clearing and the like—that may need to occur inside the EU.
Peter Ahlås, chairman of legal and claims consulting firm C Solutions, said a U.K. withdrawal from the EU could
be “devastating” for local maritime services as business will likely be lost to other shipping centers, such as
Singapore.
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Shipowners “are already moving to other shipping centers because of better tax regimes, and a good part of
ship financing has already migrated to New York,” Mr. Ahlås said.
He said London’s success as a maritime center owes much to the freedom of movement the EU offers,
enabling “some of the best and most promising maritime executives” to work in London.
“If barriers are erected, they will go elsewhere and London will lose its most valuable asset,” Mr. Ahlås said,
adding that if the U.K. leaves the EU, it will also lose its ability to influence EU legislation on maritime labor
laws, regulation and environmental issues.
Shipping powers such as Greece, Germany, the U.K., France and Denmark have the strongest say within the
EU on maritime matters.

Source: The Wall Street Journal
Link: http://on.wsj.com/29lIe53
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Trans-European transport network to be discussed in Netherlands
Keywords: TEN-T Days, Rotterdam, Deputy Transport Minister of Azerbaijan, Musa Panakhov
The session of the EU Transport Ministers is due to be held in
Rotterdam, Netherlands.
The session will take place on June 20-22 as part of the days of TransEuropean Transport Networks.
According to the press service for the Transport Ministry, the event
will focus on the development of the Trans-European Transport
Network and other issues.
It will also involve Deputy Transport Minister of Azerbaijan Musa
Panakhov.

Source: News.Az
Link: http://bit.ly/29tZwkl
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Nationwide initiatives leading to an increase in the use of public transport - Joe Mizzi
Keywords: EU Transport Ministers, the European Commission and Members of the European Parliament,
Minister for Transport and Infrastructure, intelligent transport systems, TEN-T Days 2016, greenhouse gases,
peripheral regions and islands, transport
During the inter-institutional session between EU
Transport Ministers, the European Commission and
Members of the European Parliament, Minister for
Transport and Infrastructure Joe Mizzi said that recent
nationwide initiatives, in intelligent transport systems
(ITS), real time information and public transport ‘apps’
for mobile phones, are leading to an increase in the use
of public transport and are starting to lead a modal shift
from the car.
This year’s TEN-T days event, which was organised by the European Commission under the Dutch Presidency, in
Rotterdam, Netherlands, focused on innovative infrastructure for smart and sustainable mobility. The main
discussion focused on new technology and mobility.
Minister Mizzi, in his intervention, pointed out that transport is a sector that is responsible for nearly a quarter
of all greenhouse gases in the European Union and urged fellow ministers to adopt a more integrated policy
approach towards decarbonising EU cities, particularly through making vehicles more energy efficient and
through harnessing ICT and digital applications to drive the change in mobility patterns and road
infrastructure usage.
On the issue of electro-mobility, Minister Mizzi urged all EU Transport Ministers to take the necessary
measures across the EU in order to ensure better price competitiveness of innovative green transport modes.
On the second day of the event, the topic for Ministerial discussion focused on cooperation with third
countries. Transport Minister Mizzi spoke about the need to develop EU’s TEN-T network as a bridge between
Europe and the rest of the world.
He emphasised the importance of developing motorways of the seas connections to the neighbouring regions
and the South of the Mediterranean basin. He stressed the need to develop maritime ports which act as
Europe’s external gateways and facilitate further investment in maritime infrastructure, vessel traffic
management and IT systems through the motorways of the seas initiative under the Connecting Europe
Facility (CEF).
Minister Mizzi emphasised the importance of further strengthening of Euro-Asian transport links, particularly
through the further development of maritime transport connectivity.
Over the two day event, Minister Mizzi had a number of informal bilateral meetings, including meeting with
the Chris Hazzard, Minister for Infrastructure, Northern Ireland, and representatives from the Department of
19
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Transport, Tourism and Sport of the Republic of Ireland to discuss common challenges faced by the peripheral
regions and islands and the importance of connectivity with TEN-T through the motorways of the sea.

Source: Independent
Link: http://bit.ly/29tOhrt
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